* Labour -miemb: 
rt “any sugge! ; 
repose while carrying out thelr 
he new measur 
announced recently in a let- 
ter from Labour Party gen- 
eral secretary Ron Hayward, 
following the recommenda- 
tions of the Royal Commis- 
ion on Standards of Conduc 
/ in Public Life. 
Strathclyde: Labour.,.Group 
Secretary Ronald Young con~ 
firmed this week that he had 
received a copy of a letter 
from: Mr Hayward’ asking 
that irregular conduct should 
reported at once." 
vetne letter states: a The 
jonal executive commit: 
satVishes to make absolutely 
clear that any party paeee 
may raise with the nations 
agent or the appropriate reg- 


a ‘hal 
ers of lg¢al councils 
stion of irregular conduc 


es to. guar’ 


: STRATHCLYDE .Labcur. bosses hive 
iets members ~>.in future, there are. fo be.no’ ul 
__ It. comes. 
in a.row 


month’ 
after ‘the Glas; 


in 
that “Labour coun- 
have to ~ 


times, otheowisé th 
watered severe toa 

in. Fert il 
Stewart. Streseea “netlor 
there - were any~ internal 
problems within the party in 
luture, they. should "mot’ be 
Aiscussed- in public but 
should- b8 - resolved  withie 


aoe 


wve:been urged t 
t” they may, come 
ie-dutles.<". 08s 
Cheats corruption | 

jser, in confi ) 
onal Organ ees ne oF he | 


to win back . si 

HEARTLAND 
> They look. on the massive ber: covering every. 
Toner pie as , the | aspect ‘of. -regional policy 


; movement | includifi ‘ 
| wad. teed “ele “defeat (ucla « transport, social 
i ! 
4 


there ag fire. : 
“Our! 


Said” My’ Ferry 
Panifesto. will be a realistic: 
one. There will be no pie-in- 

st 
ee d you get from 


“Labour groups are urged 
ensure that party members’: 
donot hal:d the same pommit 
tee chairmanships.over long” 
periods, or hold sore ‘than, 
one. chairmanship, or accept 
‘more than a'limited ‘number... 


ic it its at tl 
of public appointments at the 


same time: 

SeThe ‘letter’ recommends 
automatic suspension of 
Gouncillors accused of mis}.the loader of 
use of officé, while investiga ‘ 


ions are held: Epes 


- and Dick Stewart, 
about 


FORMER GLASGOW) Indignation brewed “in the 


bailie Pat Lally today 
switched the venue for 
vandal meeting 
after city officials told 
kim he could: no longer 
commandeer rooms in 


the City Chambers: 
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SH 


are being 


couraged to uncover “hast night ho warned i 


any’. corru, 


among Labour 


‘McGrandle' 
@ party det 


/ABOUR PARTY 
members in Scot 


Conservative administra. 
tion's ranks when they learnt 
that Mr Lally, one’ of Glas- 
xow's top councillors .who 
lost his seat in this year’s 
shock election results, was 
planning to still use the City 
Chambers although. no lon= 
ker a council representative, 


aie 


LABOUR 


ary, confronting:any 
land *councitier’ who-has 
en- been named." 


tion ~ “If any criminal offence 


mee 
a 
alle- 


ton ‘The Labour movement 
fations andy if wecess. feels. the attack on 


UnvAl 976 


GUILTY MEN 


one -in constituency. 
Labour Parties. x 


They were annoyed even 
more when they were told 
that council's public rela- 
tions office were spending 
time publicising the meeting 
of Mr’ Lally’s Society for 
Action on Vandalism, 

However, as the rumpus 
grew, Mr Lally. realised_his 
mistake and swliched the 


CALL 


“WIT immediately se 

‘councillors. rr ie 

Ina clear tive _Teported to the pollcee™ 

Siey'Rave been fold to. Gloudd ©=--~ rie sMtean, Mees 

report any suspicions to member may raise wit 
James McG Mn 2 * the 

Recretary, of the Scot- 

fish Council of the - Smicial letters to every. — Bl 


venue to the North British 
Hotel,’ ane 


Seemingly..Mr_, Lally was 
not aware that as a mem- 
ber of the public he had to 
g0. through a more involved 
system before: permission 
could. be granted for his. new 
society to hire 2 room in the 
council's building. 


And asa district council’ 
press ‘officer explained about 
their Involvment: “Informing 
tthe press about a meeting! 
taking place’in-- the City 
Chambers is’) 2" normal 
function? ; 


* Ironically, although. the, 
| Conservatives caused such a} 
: fuss about’ the meeting, their 
{own ‘colleague~-Bailie Jack 
| Richmond Is said-to be vice- 
Vehairman of the’ society 

which has-been set up to 

combat. vandalism... - 


BOWE TIMES 
TERS, Fe Ly ArH 


DICK DYNES and Pat Lally— __ 


the councillors involved in a slang- 
_ing match over the Glasgow 

housing scandal — have been 

kicked out by their own party. 


Both have been 
dropped from the 
Labour panel of 
municipal —candi- 
dates by the Dis- 
trict Labour Party. 

Less than two 
months ago, Mr Dynes, 
the Labour group 
leader, and Mr Lally, 
the housing convener, 
were the two most 
powerful councillors in 
Glasgow District Coun- 
cil. 


, But both were defeated 
in the May elections 
when Labour lost 24 
seats—the party's heaviest- 
ever defeat in the city. 


.The decision by the 
District Party executive 
to drop both men as 
candidates was taken 
because “they had be- 
haved in a way detrimen- 
tal to the interests of the 
Party.” 


SEVERE BLOW 


It means that if there 
was a by-election neither 


| would be chosen as a 


candidate—a severe blow 
to both men's hopes: that 
they could return to local 
Politics, 


By JACK SKILLING 
District Correspondent 


The party leaders felt 
the slanging match between 
Dynes and Lally on the 
of the elections should 
be punished 


Within the executive 
there was a proposal that 
Dynes only should be 
suspended, but eventually 
it was agreed both should 
be disciplined 


REPRIMAND 


It was accepted that 
Dynes's only connection 
with the housing scandal 
Was his reprimand as 
Labour leader of Lally 
over the Cantley affair, 


The executive, however, 
did feel that Bynes had 
erred in making his repri- 
mand of Lally a public 
affair. 

The decision to suspend 
the ex-councillors will be 
submitted to the party 


Turn to Page 16 


By AVRIL GROOM 


HAKING with 

emotion, Councillor 
Cathy Cantley 
yesterday spoke about 
aer personal dilemma. 


It was a dilemma which led 
© her son and the woman he 
ives with getting a council 
‘lat they were not entitled to. 

“I would have done the same 
‘or any constituent or any 

aeighbour,” she said. “ But 
because it’s my own family I've 
been carpeted.” 

Mrs Cantley, 60, Labour coun- 
cillor for ‘Hutchesontown, 
Glasgow, was forced to resign as. 
the city’s housing vice-chairman 
on Wednesday because of the 


affair. 
Tears 

But yesterday she claimed 
both ‘housing committee chair- 
man Pat Lally and housing 
director Malcolm Smith both 
KNEW what was going on. 

“There was an arrangement 
between us,” she said. 

She went on: “ Because my son 
was involved, I went to the 

irector and Pat and said I did 
ot want my son's personal life 
srought before the housing 

ommittee. 

“T asked if it could be done out- 


with the committee. It was agreed 
this could be done in view of the fact 
that the woman was not a direct 
relative.” 

Chain-smoking and almost in 
tears, Mrs Cantley also spoke of her 
sadness about her son Frank’s 
association with divorcee Anne 
McConville, 41. 

“Tt started about five years ago,” 
she said. “I didn’t know she was 
divorced and I accepted her. 


“But when I found out, I told 
Frank never to bring her to the 
house again because we're Catholics 
and can't approve of divorce. 

“When she got pregnant I was the 
last in the family to know. But I 
wasn't surprised because Frank 
always loved weans.” 

After the baby was born, Frank 
moved in with Mrs McConville at 34 

ueen Elizabeth Square, Gorbals, a 

ree-apartment flat. 


Beare 


7 Cantley... near to tears y: 


AHOUS 


.. But Mrs McConville has for 
children by her previous ma 
and the flat was too small. 
So Frank moved back rou 
corner to his parents’ Gorb 
and the baby, now 10 mont 
shuttled between his parents. 
“That’s when I 
decided to do 
something for them,” 
Mrs Cantley went on.’ 
“Whatever I might 


~ Cantley settles in 


FRANK CANTLEY, a 
36-year-old son of for- 
mer. Glasgow councillor 
‘Mes ‘Catherine Cantley, 
who -was at ‘the 
centre of the controver- 
sial “housing fiddle” 
revelations earlier this 
year—was settling 
down in his new home in 
Castlemilk today. 

Mr. Cantley, whose mother 
resigned fom Glasgow Dis- 
trict Council when it was 


revealed she had used influ. 
enge to get her son and his 
mistress a flat in the popular 
Mansewood area, flitte 
from there yesterday. 

- The move came alter he 
Jost his appeal against - an 
eviction order on the flat at: 
42 Parkneuk Road. 

Mr Cantley and his mis. 
tress, Mrs Ann .Mc' onville 
(42), have now moved into 
a first-floor flat at 44 Glen. 
acre Drive, Castlemilk. 

* ‘Today they both answered 
.the: door . but, refused to 
speak, 


just before the district coun- 
cil_elections in May. 
Former Labour councillor 
Catherine’ Cantley. resigned 
as housing. vice-chairman 
when inregulatities were dis- 
closed in the let of a council 
house to-her son. 
~ Later, an internal investi- 
gation revealed irregularities 
in 60° house-letting cases, 
and these were passed on to 
the police for investigation, 
tective Superintendent 


‘David Aitohieson; the head 


of the Fiaud Squad, said — 
“It is entirely a matter for 
the Crown Oifice whether 
any @ction will follow. 

During their inquiries 


Police interviewed: scores’ of think” Wwe -will- tontinie ta 
tenants and ‘council officials. | demand an inquiry.” 
“The housing. affair leq to 
man said today —-“The| a bitter split! in: the Labour 
He Paae, is being considered: It | Party in Glasgow with group 
is “too early’ to say what|'leader Dick: Dynes tnd ane 
action, if any, will be taken.” | then Housing chairman Put 
ites ca Lally “blaming each other 
Despite the end “ofthe | fat the loss of the election. 
police investigation,-the Con- | "Rare men’ Jost ‘their own 
Counuit’ 2, Clasgow District | seats. at" the -patls . 
Council. are determined to 
Press ahead with their call 
for a public inquiry into the 
house-letting situation. 
Bailie Derek. Wood], the 
Tory chairman of the hous. 
ing’ committee on Glasgow 
District Council said—"We 
Suspended our call for a full 
inquiry into’ house-letting, 


when the police investigation 
started. 

“No matter what. the out- 
come of that investigation, 1 


_ NINE TOMES FURS RET SETH TIFF. 


- THE former-kous- 
ing chairman: of Glas- 
gow District Council, 
Pat Lally, has been 
i.cleared by Labour 
_ Party bosses’ in Lon- 
<don over his handling 
of the Glasgow hous. 
ing scandal. 
A spokesman for the 
Labour Party in London 
said today ~ “At a-meet- 
ing on Monday of a com. 

. puiltee considering. Pat 
Lally’s” appeal - agatast + 
Severe censoring for his 

| handling of housing mat: 
| ters in’ Glasgow, it was 


7: 


re THE, -Cathi I 
\ affair will be investiga* 
ted by~ the Scottish, 

Labour. Party—but' ‘not 
after. the district 


‘McGranlde, 
vregional secretary of “the 
jour ‘Party in Scotland, 
said today that there would 
be an’ inguiry into the 
‘affair, but he did not think 
it would be for a few weeks. 
Mr McGrandle, who is in 
: Rothesay for the STUC, 
‘caffed for an end to the 
\ public ~ debate on the 
Cantley _ affair. 
|» Asked to comment on 
the Queen's: Park constitu~ 
ency’ of the, Labour Party 


reap aes 


CROSS. 
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‘EXCLUSIVE ! eran abt oat E-X - COUNCILLOR)” The Note ot 47-27 at d 
‘ 2. pal of, Sthe| 
es sorttot. csaginuous, recrimi« “Pat ~Lally~fightingfox} loved meeting _of Fithe 


by 
BOB TOMLINSON 


\ination going on. 
\ -* IDAMAGE 


his political life’ along | not regarded as a disaster’ for’ 
the two. ; 


with deadly rival Dick}: 


Mr Lally revealed "today, 


Gordon, 
fo'take 


‘. am;,'ponsidering legal 
tion 88 put—th 
sbraight,". he. i 
mest my lawyer 
Gordon's form 


% hee all, at. thle be Dynes, was confident fiat be had sigreed tha, 
‘we have enough “to fight . ¥ i argued ‘that neither 
without having figthing today ~ that he a eee i Dynes shouldbe, 
athon ourselves.” survive. ~*)-| removed >from ; the panel’ 
eu i. Mr.-McGrandle said he - The. feuding pair. were | during the ‘probe, ~ sp 
i thought the “damage had 


+ decided that a recommen. : 
' dation, should be made to ~~ jae sia aie? 
e National . Executive @' Ah: P: “tot i 
Committee that the agreed SAA oir “reyes 


fi 


be upheld.” 


At his home in: Simshil 
a dalighted Pat Lally said 
— “This is excellent news, 


“It is the-second ‘piec 
of 200d news I've had wage 
week. Last night the local 
Constituency party exonor- 
ated me for the so-called 
battle betiveen Dick Dynes 
ind.-mvself before <1 
|. stections® tater the las. 
He added "I Jwas * 
confident all’ along that 
rtd. be cleared but ‘t.is a 

telief to Know. that, this 
blot against my ‘character 
{ and political judgment has 
been removed,- ~ 


%, “My own local party, are 


.to you about 


recommending ‘that =: be, 
put back -on the list of 
municipal candidates -and ‘ 
I would be. delighted. if 


be put back on the list of 


.. Municipal candidates, 


Their chairman, Wil ‘ 
wateliffe sag todayy We? 
don’t have“to say.anything 

this," S 

But Bailie Jean MacFad- 
den, leader-of the-Labour , 
Group in the’ * City 
Chambers said: “I fee) 


both Pat Lally 
Dynes, . former. 
leader. of the,-Labs 


Zhe 


already been dons to the 
|party, and “we should stop 
tbefore we'do any further 
damage.” 

But he stressed that he 
felt the party had done the 
right and,proper, thing in 
“bringing the whole affair out 
to the: open. { 
i "Yesterday the Labour 
group of Glasgow District 
Council issued:-a ‘severe 
reprimand -.to . Glasgow's 
housing chairman Patrick 
Lally: for ‘making a major 
political mistake,” ; 

But he was clearéd of any 
involvement in irregularities 
surrounding ‘the - Cantley 
housing .transfer, scandal. 

}.:: Bailie. Lally ~ said *after-. 
wards that he intended to 
‘|appeal against the repri- 
mand to the Labour Party 

i executive in Lon- 


don. sonnei 
iP 1977 


suspended ” last night | by!" QUITE HAPPY’. - 


Glasgow: City Labour. Party 
while their conduct is. in- 
vestigated. - 


Seats at last month's election 


and, were cast{gated for the | members were 


Party's record defeat. , 

Suspension. mea 
they, haye~been ye 
from: the party’s list of 
trict candidates,” * 


RY said, “because ‘the suspen-) 
They were formerly the big |ision “went ..through by a 
two' of the councll’s Labour | pretty small” majority\, bea! 
group until they lost their |ITe Ja "mind ‘ghd executive 
mantitted 


“But I'm quite“happ: 


10. supporting 3 
arm happy’ to’ await the 


outcome of the inguiry, and 
Vm confident»: 1 -will 


einstated to’ the ‘panel, 


McGoldrick,” said” he ° was 
confident ‘his’ client’s name 
would be’ cleared. 


ame," said his lawyer. 
3"We want’a fair adju 
tion where “<alll: the" evidence 
will'comé out in public, It 
should have'come put before 
jppeal’ “tribunal a 

month *ago;<but: for some 
reason tbis.did .nof, haopeo. 
The industrial: “tribunal 
lace. in ©. two 


Grieg (35),.3vho is married 
with'three ‘children and 'i ¢: 
iin East: Kilbride~-has-st*rted 
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THE 


warning yesterday : 


spp ee 600 Labour councillors were given a tough 


GREAT COUNCIL 


Follow the new code of conduct—or we'll boot you. out. 
Rules to make councillors whiter than white are contained 
ina 1000-word dossier drawn up by the Scottish -Labour Party. 


It’s a brief report fora 
major issue—but there 
is no mistaking the iron 
will to clean up 
councils. 

For sensational dis- 
closures about corrup- 
tion have rocked the 
party in recent months. 

In a wide-ranging list 
of dos and don'ts 
councillors must be 
ultra-careful about gifts 


CLEAN-UP IS 


council’s 
executive. 
James  McGrandle, 


chief 


UNDERWAY 


confidential council 
information, council 
ears, allowances and 
expenses and council 


and hospitality. 

NO MORE paid trips 
—jolly junkets—to 
Majorca and other 
sunshine places; 

NO MORE gift- 
wrapped bottles of 
whisky for dishing out 
favours; 


NO MORE hospitality 
lunches or dinners in 
plush restaurants or 


Labour Party Secretary, 
launching the new code 
in Glasgow, yesterday 
said : 

“The vast majority of 
councillors are doing a 
good job. 

“ But there is no doubt 
that big business 
dangles substantial 
carrots in front of our 
councillors—and a 


“up the 


minority succumb to 
these temptations.” 


The code also tightens 
rules of 
councillors’ disclosure 
of business and pro- 


delegations involved in 
contracts and tenders. 

Two weeks ago the 
ae Mail revealed 
that detectives were 
investigating allega- 


fessional. interests, tions of corruption 
relations between involving 5 
councillors and council councillors, former 
employees—‘‘ no councillors and 
familiarity "—use of officials. 


swanky clubs. 


MAJORITY 
Expensive gifts should 
be rejected point- 
blank. 


And any offer or 
receipt of a gift MUST Ratepayers’ leaders are incensed 
be reported to the that councillors think they ought to 
= eaters 


Ratepayers fight that extra £7 


RATEPAYERS will fight the £7-a-day 
increase in attendance allowance 
claimed by councillors. 


They will demand that Scottish 
Secretary Bruce Millan should step in 
if the “outrageous” claim is taken up. 


ES up extra cash when everyone else 
tied to pay rest t. : 
Ian Mortimer, boss of the Scottish 
Ratepayers Association, representing 
37 groups, hit out yesterday : “This is 
absolute folly. 

“These councillors are gstnt * part- 
time job. They have a cheek asking for 
an increase from £10 to £17.” 


nn te a 


“Investigation may 


“We are holding 


meantime on our 
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A FRAUD SQUAD team of police have taken 
possession of all files relating to the Glasgow house- 


letting scandal. 


One senior offi- 
cial of Glasgow 
District Council 
housing —_ depart- 
ment was dismis- 
sed and another 
resigned because 
of the affair. 

Because of this 
action by Strathclyde 
police, moves to have a 
public inquiry into the 
house-letting of coun- 
cil houses have been 
postponed. 

Bailie. Derek. Mason, 
vice-chairman of the Con- 


servi group in the 
council, said today— 


“We were pressing ahead 
with the inquiry, but on | 
the advice of Mr Charles 


Murdoch, ‘chiet “exeeu- 
Wwe’ are holding our 


NO ACTION 


“1 have been informed 
that the police are now 
investigating the matter, 
and until their inquiries 
are completed we can take | 
no action. 

"So far as we are con- 
corned, however, this does 
foreman that there will 
the no inquiry. 


eis 
Councillor. 


reported 


EE 
EXCLUSIVE 


NE ct sure whit the + 


“As soon as the police 
side of this is finished, we 


By JACK SKILLING 
District Correspondent 


Secretary of Stite asking 


investigation, It may take 
a week or more to com- 


Mr Binnie added: “We 
vere asked to make this 
investigation by  procura- 
tor-fiscal Mr Jack Skeen, 


‘Assistant Chief Constable 


who had been. it 
With aa over the 


An internal iv 
tion inte 
house ~ letting ir 
fies was conducts 
weeks azo by Me 
Horsbureh, Dept 
tor tenal’ Si 
‘Administration, 
council, 


This follow 


former Councif 
Catherine 
chess 
Had blamed a 
house improperly 


Inthe repor 
investigation it y 
that there was ¢ 


about 60 ins 
allezed —irregula 
ietting. 


‘grave 
allegations’. 


*Thiutsday, sune.y, arn 


A MAJOR PROBE has been launched after 
claims that a council house was got in Glasgow for a 


£100 bribe. 


1k was sparked off by 
Labour councillor 
Susan Baird, 


Today Glasgow chief 
executive Charles Murdoch 
was having top-level dis- 
cussions with his staff over 
the claim 

‘The allewation is that 
£100 was paid to a coun- 
cillar, who then managed 
‘a house let for 3 


GRAVITY 


Said Mis Baird, the 
Parkhead ward councillor. 
tediy—"l have no per 
sonal knowledge of this. 


“But in view of the 


aravity_ of the -allesation 
heard “about one house 
Lane foe £10) Timmedi= 


itely passed this informa- 


Mrs Baird contacted 


a 


osCHUSTIE 


by 
JACK SKILLING 


Jim Campbell, depute 
director of legal services 
for Glasgow. District 
Council, we started the 
iavestigation 

Said Mrs Baird: “I wilt 
be meeting Mr Campbell 
to find out how the in- 
restigation is going" 


REQUEST 


Mr Caimpbell has special 
responsibility for housing 
in the legal department. 

The allegation came to 
light after a TV ocew were 


making a documentary on 
the East End of Glasgow 

‘The crew wanted to 
interview staff in one of 
the city’s housing offices 
and asked housing 
manager Malcolm Smith 
for permission. 

He took advice trom 
Mr Murdoch before 
refusing permission. 

Asked today It he 
had any comment, Me 
Murdoch sad: “1 confirm 
that Mr Campbell is, look 
ing into the matter 


COMPLAINTS 


comes at 
when the district 
Council's house --lettiog 
Gepartment is under Cire, 

‘Complaints about house- 
letting itcegularities were 
made. before the District 
Councill elections. 

Mr Campbell will make 
his report to the chief 
executive os soon 05 
possible. 


@ Charles Murdoch 
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‘ABOUR BIG 3 ARE 
THINKING 


 @ Dick Dynes... 


THE FORMER Big Three of Glasgow District Counci 
Labour group — Pat Lally, Dick Dynes, and John Ross — plan to 


@ Joha Ross © Pat Lally 


| 


re-enter the political arena as soon as possible. 
Grieving _ex-housing the machinery available to _ “Obviousty I will continue 


convener Pat. Lally, 
brought down by the 
outcry over housing 
scandals, will soldier 
on with the lost Labour 
legion until he finds an 
oasis. 

‘That could be next year's 
regional clections. Lally, 
boss of the Unity Social Club 
fa Springburn, said today— 
“I am willing to undertake 
any jobs the party gives me, 

“If I am invited to stand at 
any election I'll be happy to 
do 90. 

“Lam in the 
adhieve certain polit 
and objectives. I intend to 
continue the fight and to use 


achieve them. 
A reticent Disk Dynes, 
implacable foe of Latly, svitt 
has a trick oc two up his 
sleeve, He's on the party's A 
list of union-sponsored. pat- 
liamentary candidates. 


AMBITIOUS 


Dynes, a partner in a 
plumbing business, is reck- 
oned by his friends and 
enemies in politics to be too 
ambitious to be kept out in 
the cold for long, 

Dyne's deputy, university 
lecturer John Ross (36), 
forecast cheerfully that he 
would retum to the City 
Chambers, hix political 
heartkand, 


in the party, that's a steaight 
runner, but’ I've nothing (0 
sly about plans for loca or 
national politics." 

“Tam on the ‘list of 
candidates for the As- 
sembly," he said, “but that 
is only'a twinkle 'in the eye. 
What I cace about most 
happens in the Chambers. 


HOUSING 


“{ have no ombitions to 


when [am in London. You 
would have to be off your 
head to be-want to be in 
that place, 

“George Square can in- 
furiate and sicken you and 
the gheer size of the prob- 
lems dismay you, but I am 
interested in Housing — 
there is more to it’ than 
scandals — and all the rest 
that happeas there.” 


ABOUT / 
RETURN 


inquiry. 


|the scandal. 


Bailie John Young, leader 


of the Conservative admini 
tration in the District Coun- 
cil, said today — “I am 
alarmed that this could’ take 
another six months. 


REPUTATION 


“It is ridiculous if this re- 
port is true, The police will 
have a tremendous amount 
of work to do but I will be 
asking for their inquiries to 
be: accelerated.” 

Bailie Young addeg that 
he is to press for a com- 
pletion date from the police 
through the —_procurator- 
fiseal's office, + 

At the city’s- housing HQ 
in Clive House, India Street, 
depute director of bousing 
Archie MacCallum said: "Six 
months is a very long time. 
It’s the department's and the 
city's reputation at stake, and 
we want il over much sooner, 


FILES 

“The staff are having to 
| work under the inquiry, and 
‘for their sakes it would. be 
much. more desirable | to 
have the resuilts im weeks 
\father than” months." 

Mr MacCalliim added" ~. 
j “The staf” appreciate the 
lamount of work involved. 
but in fairness to them ‘the 
sooner it is over the better, 

“The police have” taken 
away Many files and we have 


Se 


By BOB TOMLINSON 


A ROW has blown up between Glas- 
gow District Council and Strathclyde Police 
over the handling of the housing scandal 


The row follows a report that the police are 
expected to take another six months. investigating | 


given them all the informa- 
tion that they bave asked 
for. 

“The police are also inter- 
| viewing staff at present. from 


junior members to senior 
personnel, 

“Nothing has come out of 
their inquiries which has 
surprised us. ' 

“We want it over much 
sooner than six months but 
as the police are conducting 
the inquiry we are not in 
charge.” 

A ‘member of Strathclyde 
Police Fraud Squad said— 
“This is the sort of investiga- 
tion that could go on and’ 
on. There is a lot of material 
to be checked and it takes! 
time. We want to get it over{ 
as quickly as possible. but 
you can’t rush something of 
this nature.” , ; 

a senior — police 
said—"We have a 
considerable- amount of. 
checking to do and we will 
not rush things simply for 
the sake of speed. If it takes 
six months then that's“ how 


long it will take,"- 


ri appeal, 
says Lally 


Bailie Pat Lally, housing 
chairman, -is “not accepting 
the decision of Glasgow's 
Labour Group | that™' “he 
should . be’ severely repri- 
manded” for bis part. in 
the Cantley housing scandal, 

He said today—“I am 
appealing tq the’ National 
Executive agalnst-this deci 
bias : 


ALCP OLY FM: 


A SOCIAL club run 
by _ two former 
bailies is at the centre 
of an investigation. 
Committee officials 
and members of the 
Milnbank. Unity Social 
Club, run by “ex-Glas- 
gow bailies Bill Wight- 
man and Pat Lally, have 
been questioned by 
police. 
Last. night, 
detective said: 
“These people have been 
questioned as art of a con- 
tinuing inquiry. We don't 
know when it will be com- 
Pleted.” 
ihe ‘move by police is the 
ie st chapter Ina tale of woe 
ft was started th 
ago with the sims of" 
aiding non-profit 
making organisations, 
political parties, trad 
inions and. charitable 
organisations. 
But three 
organisations 
marked for a 


a senior 


OAP 
ear- 
ance 
c they 
have received next to 
nothing. 

‘And last week, Sheriff 
John Mowat refused to 
Tenew the club's cer- 
tificate of registration, 
citing among other 
things, habitual rule 
breaking. 

In his ruling Sheriff 
Mowat said: 

@ There had been a 
lack of appoint 
ment of members of the 


z_a~ 


committee and audi. 
tors, along with a 
failure to notify the 
registrar of clubs of 
committee changes and 
improper organisation 
of Annual General 
Meetings. 

Mr Wightman had 

appointed himself 
secretary without the 


of the 

members and the club 
subscription was raised 
without any proper 
explanation. 
@ The club was being 

run on proprietory 
lines. rather than @ 
members’ club, thus the 
spirit and the letter of 
the Licensing Act was 
being violated. 
@ Mr Wightman’s 

effective sole 
management of the club 
‘was @ gross breach of 
the Act and full 
accounts had never 
been made available for 
inspection by the com- 
mittee or management. 
Rules. relating to that 
had been habitually 
broken. 
@ Members admitted 

to the club after 


motte. 
PROFITS 


Now Lorimer's, the 
brewers, who staked 
the club to the tune of 
£65,000, have called 
time and are to demand 
their outstanding 
money back, 
The club's stormy 
history began seven 
years ago when Mr 
fightman and two 
Glasgow 
Council. employees 
were establishing 
senior citizens clubs in 
Royston, Milnbank and 
Germiston. 
As a way to raise cash 


District 


RECORD EXCLUSIVE 


AFFAIR OF Th 
UNITY CLUB 


for the ponsioners, the 
three men decided to 
start social clubs a 
plough beck any profits 
into the community. 
They specifically 
named the three pen- 
sioners clubs. 

The two council 
employees, Alex Burke, 
a supervisor in the 
Baths Department, and 
Frank McCulloch, an 
area manager in the 
Baths” Department, 
recall. that the major 
effort would be to 
cream off any surplus 
money for charity. 


And one month before 
the grand opening of 
the “club, the then 
councillor, Pat Lally 
who helped’ arrange the 
Lorimers loan boasted: 

“The profits from 
this will be serving the 
interests of the 
community.” But none 
of them could say who 
had received any 
money. 
| Mr Lally, who works 
in the club as an 


BILL WIGHTMAN 


“I have been too 
‘generous with my 
time and money. 


sreaniser, told _u: 

Look, I'am cleiner 
than ciean here. 

“T may have said the 
profits would go to the 
community but I know 
nothing about the 
accounting. [am shown. 
nothing. [am just an 
employee.” 

Three years after the 
club opened, two of the 
Pensioners clubs say 
they have received 
nothing. 

‘The treasurer of the 
third, Mrs Margaret 
Fleming, of the Miln- 
bank Senior Citizens 
Club, “says she was 
donated £20 and two 
bottles of whisky on a 
night out at the Unity. 
But that’s all, 

Helen O'Donnell, 
secretary of St Gilberts 
senior citizens club in 
Germiston, and Mrs 
Mary Lawson, secre- 
tary of the Royston 
OAP club, both sai 
they had teceived no 
money from Unity. 

Mr Wightman, of 11 
Lockhart Street, 


A special Daily Record investigation 
by Steve Sampson and Ken Wilson 


¥ RECORD, Mordot, Morch 24,1980 


ING 


THE 


@ sheriff refused to renew its registration certificate. 


Cowlairs, told us: “1 
have been too generous 
with my time and 
money and all it has 
brought me is 
Problems, / 

“I have given God 
knows how much to the 
Royston, Milnbank and 
Germiston senior 
citizens? clubs since the 
Unity started. ~ 
“I cannot remember 
how much. M 
accountant knows all 

e facts.” 

‘When we told him that 
only one of the 
Pensioners clubs could 
Tecall receiving money 
from the Unity, Mr 
Wightman said: 

If you do a story 
about ‘this I will slap & 
writ on you. T will sue 
for everything. 

He added: “Listen, lay 
off this. T have ‘got 
enough trouble as it is 
without you lot stirring 


itup. 
WRIT 

“My hair has gone 
from black to white 
with the worry. My 
herves are shattered. 
“L know the police are 
making enquiries but 
that will be all right. 
They are just doing 
their job, 

“will 


ci deal with 


Lorimers as well. They 
will get their proper 
payments. I will square 
Eidtone tp. 

“We will be serving 
soft drinks over the bar 
from now on until I can. 
get this court stuff 
sorted out. 

“There has been a big 
misunderstanding 
here. 

Last night Mr Lally 
phoned the Record. to 
fay he would quit the 
club at the end of this 
week 

He told us: “With the 
loss of thelicenceto sell 
drinks there is no job 
forme te do, U have 
agreed with Mr 
an tast Twill fed 

employ- 


wh 


. Re-writing architectural and 


- X 
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—_ Commentary —— 


history in the City of Culture 


David Kemp offers some harsh reflections on Glasgow’s 1990 exhibition policy 


THERE USED to be a Pol- The British Art 
ish shaggy dog storyabout Show that began the year 
the peasants whotravelled at the McLellan Galleries 
to Warsaw after hearing was undoubtedly the 
that the Party was giving worst exhibition I have 
away freeshoes. Thebold- seen anywhere (and I 
est of them wasdeputedto haveseen some pretty bad 
enter Party headquarters. onesinthe past yearsor 
He was courteously re- so). It was an insult to 
ceived and then shuffled Scottish artists and the 
from bureaucrat to bu- people of Glasgow. 
reaucrat througha mazeof Julian Spalding, 
corridors ofRobbe-Grillet- the director of Glasgow's 
like complexity. museums and galleries, 
“What kind of 
shoes would you like?” 
each asks him’ before di- 


named (but presumably 
influential) figures that 
created a ‘stushie’ (sic) 
when hethreatened to pull 
it. 

Spalding should 
have carcelled, and his 
attempt to run for cover 
now merely compounds 
his initial cowardice. 
David Ward and his co- 
selectors should have been 
booted back southwards 
the moment they said that 


“The ‘dear, green place’ has 


recting him onwards. At turned out to be exactly that, 


last he came to a door 
behind which, he be- 


meaning expensive (for those 


lieved, werethe freeshoes. who want to see Pavarotti, 


But when he went through 
it, alas, he found himself 
once again back on the 
street. 


for instance) an 


reveals in a recent issue of 
Modern Painters how he 
determined to cancel the 
show after the organisers 
refused to include young 
Glasgow's Year of Glasgow artists ike How- 
Cultureisturningouttobe °°" Conroy and Currie 
a bit like that. There may {Who would have stood 
not actually be much “cul. head-and-shoulders 
ture” About, put seve the dross on dis- 
something must be hap- Play). 
pening because we've had 
visits from Melina Mer- 
couri and Jacques Chirac, 
and there are lunches 
(with A, B and C lists), 
conferences, ceremonies, 
brochures and 


His companions, 
of course, asked him if he 
had Bot his free shoes. 
“No,” he replied. “But the 
organisation’s fantastic.” 


He then admits 
thathe hadn’t thecourage. 
“Much pressure was 
brought to bear on me not 
to do this, and finally the 
balance was tipped 
against me because of the 


posters ioe offence it would give to 
ut the “dear, the show’s sponsors,” he 


z ks. 
green place” has turned SdUeaks. 
out to be exactly that - _ By this self- 
meaning expensive (for SrVing apologia, Spalding 
those eho brant to see ttemptstoshifttheblame 
Pavarotti, for instance,) Tthis disaster (still, inci- 
and gullible (there are dentally being hyped by 


sections of the listings 

those who believe that i” dustry that passes ee 
as opposing to Saatchiing ae P relia pot 
going on). [fthat were all, 12nd) onto the 1990 Festi- 
Fong eet anatter toc V2is Unit that booked the 
boon Show before his arrival in 


Glasgow and the un- 


d gullible. ..” 


Howson and 


Currie, 
Conroy weren't ‘good’ 
enough. Z 

But instead Glas- 
gow was forced to host a 
sterile, dreary rehash of 
some of the worst aspects 
of post-war English art, 
courtesy of the 
Goldsmith's College ca- 
bal. One of the organisers 
is reported to have told 
Spalding that theexcluded 
Scottish artists “were part 
of the past and not of the 
future”. 

David Ward 
spouted much more arro- 
gant bilgeinthesamevein. 
Sample: “Thereareno new 
directionsand that is what 
is exciting and positive at 
the moment.” What is dis- 
quieting is that somebody 
apparently paid for him 
and his fellow selectors, 
who should not have been 
allowed out of the South 
Bank Centre without a 
guide dog, to visit around 
one thousand (yes, one 
thousand) artists. 

So where does the 


blame lie? With Spalding 
certainly, for not having 
the courage of his (abso- 
lutely correct) convictions. 
But also with those who 
blocked him when he de- 
termined to cancel. That, | 
fear, brings us yet again to 
our very own commissar 
of culture, Pat Lally. For 
this, it is becoming clear, is 
going to be his year, and 
petty problems of aesthet- 
ics will not be allowed to 
interrupt the grand design. 

“Lally’s Pally”, the 
blank-faced Cowcaddens 
Lubianka, is almost com- 
plete at the top of Bucha- 
nan Street. Smart new 
name plates saying “Mer- 
chant City” are going up 
on the streets in, yes, the 
“Merchant City”. The yup- 
pies’ own People’s Palace, 
Glasgow's Glasgow is open- 
ing in the refurbished 
arches under the Central 
Station. 

The gravy train 


name plates make little 
difference, and instead of 
Douglas Clelland’s 
“hands-on experience” at 
the Central Station, which 
has been bankrolled up- 
front to the tune of £3.5m 
by the district council and 
mustattract 600,000 punt- 
ers before November if it 
is to break even, we might 
have had the long- 
awaited extension wings 
to Glasgow’s most origi- 
nal museum, the Peop'e’s 
Palace. : 

What is going on 
behind the cosmetics is, of 
course, a great deal uglier. 
Julian Spalding has at 
east plucked up thecour- 
age to make Elspeth King, 
the curator of the People’s 
Palace, re-apply (in effect) 
for her own job. Ms King’s 
crime, of course, has been 
to upset Commissar Lally 
by her unwelcome habit 
of actually saying what 
she thinks. 


“The wheel has come full circle 
from the days of the 
comprehensive redevelopment 
schemes. Now politicians and 
architects alike prefer to 


concentrate on Victorian glories 


rather than the recent, more 
controversial past.” 


that this represents was 
undoubtedly set in motion 
by the Year of Culture. But 
just as modern historians 
argue that Russia would 
have industrialised more 
rapidly and effectively 
without Stalin and the 
Stakhanovites, so much of 
this would have happened 
anyway. 

The concert hall 
was coming anyway, 


Possibly the mis- 
take too many of us made 
(including the staff of the 
People’s Palace, who had 
their Collier and Bud 
Neill exhibitions can- 
celled) was toassumce that 
the Year of Culture was 
actually to be about cul- 
ture. It was, of course, in- 
tended to be the apotheo- 
sis of “Glasgow's Miles 
Better”, 


artis 
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The gasometers 
along the M8 approaches 
have been painted, and 
stylish new roofs on the 
high flats givethemamore 
cheerful even trendy as- 
pect. There is a new kitsch 
extravaganza in front of 
the Cathedral, Bofillesque 
turrets aresprouting in the 
Merchant City. 

As cosmetics it all 
works. What is so dam- 
nable is that it has taken. 
the YoC to deliver it. The 
politicians are trying to 
cover their tracks. But if 1 
lived in Easterhouse I 
might spot the men who 
planned Hiroshima build- 
ing a hospital for the casu- 
alties. 

The wheel, of 
course, has come full circle 
from the days of the com- 
prehensive redevelop- 
ment schemes. Now, like 
Stalinist historians, politi- 
cians and architects alike 
prefer to concentrate on 
Victorian glories rather 
than the recent, more con- 
troversial past. The pillage 
and brutality of the’sixties 
and ‘seventies are being 
air-brushed out. 

Take the coyly en- 
titled For a Wee Country, 
the Royal Incorporation of 
Architects in Scotland’s 
jubilee exhibition at the 
Parish Halls, 266 George 
Street. It is a constantly 
pleasurable collection’ of 
drawings of the built and 
the unbuilt, familiar land- 
marks and spectacular 
flights of fancy that never 
get off the page. 

Until the post-war 
section it merely stirs up 
unhappy memories (of the 
destruction of 
Edinburgh’s George 
Square, for instance). The ti 
commentary tries unsuc- the destruction of George 
cessfully to find some sort Square. But their appeals 
ofexplanation forthe post- fellondeafearsas thesys- 


war catastrophes that 
have made architects even 
more unpopular than 
journalists. 

Of Basil Spence’s 
Hutchesontown flats, for 
instance, it says that is was 
one of the few schemes 
which “with its balconies 
and buttresses, attempted 
to face the challenge of the 
tall building artistically 
considered, and realised 
the vision of towers in 
parkland designed by Le 
Corbusier before the Sec- 
ond World War. 

“But we can now 
see that sophisticated 
architecture does not al- 
ways sit easily with mini- 
mum standards, involun- 
tary occupants and local 
authority management. 
These flats might well 
have suited paparazzi in 
Monaco, but there were 
problems in deprived in- 
ner Glasgow.” 

How true, how 
very, very true, There 
were many who said so 
when the flats were built, 
just as these were many 
Edinburgh graduates 
who signed the General 
Council petition against 


tem builders went to work 
in the era of Pottinger and 
Poulson. 

At Stirling’s Li- 
brary, for instance, where 
the Glasgow chapter of the 
RIAS has an exhibition of 
Glasgow architecture, 
thereare almost no images 
of modern buildings. Un- 
surprisingly, the atten- 


“The achievements of the YoC 
are those of a desperate rescue 
operation after the neglect of 
the post-war years. The easy 
confidence that can inspire a 


Beaubourg or a 


million light years awa: 


dant told me that the pub- 
lichad complained of even 
the few there were. They 
said they spoilt the show, 
and no wonder. 

We can all recite 
the Scottish litany of hor- 
ror, and could all compile 
our lists of 10 worst build- 
ings. The Edinburgh Uni- 
versity students’ centre in 
Bristo Square is top of 
mine, and Edinburgh’s St 
James's Centre, naturally 
now occupied by the Scot- 
tish Office, must be the 


Former St Peter's Catholic Seminary, Cardross — showing serious signs of neglect 


most outrageously de- 
structive of its environ- 
ment. Strange how the 
universities have been the 
worst of offenders (vide 
the rape of Gilmorehill in 


Lloyd’s or Bofill’s se 
at Yvelines or Mai 
Vallée are a million lig! 
years away. 

And, of course, if 
the tourists aren’t 5: 


Glasgow). see it, it doesn’t matter. I 

It is only when would probably name St 
asked for modernist Peter's, Cardross,asoneof 
achievements that we my post-war top ten best. 


But, of course, it’s now 
collapsing, riddled with 
damp and neglect, Hike so 
much else. 

Which brings us 
full circle to Glasgow's 
Art Exhibitio 
Spalding’s amende for Uh 
horrors of the British Art 
Show 1990, (with which it 
should certainly not be 
confused). It is eminently 
safe and_ respectable 
(Conroy, Howson and 
Campbell are there, as are 
Hockney, Bacon and ‘Sir’ 
Edward Paolozzi) and as 
such it is ideally suited to 
the McLally Galleries in 
Saatchi-hall Street, This 
exhibition is perhaps the 
symbol of 1990 ~ yet an- 
other attempt to recover 
something froma prevent- 
able disaster. With city as 
with art. Once more the 
ambulance has arrived 
and the defibrillator is in 
use. But need it always be 
like this? 


have to stop and think - 


Lloyd’s ... area 


hard. No Louvre pyramide, 
or Palais Royal columns or 
La Défense with its sculp- 
ture extravaganza here. 
No  glass-walled Mu- 
siktheater overlooking the 
Clyde, like Amsterdam's 
new opera house over- 
looking the Amstel. 

The achievements 
of the YoC are only those 
of a desperate rescue op- 
eration after the neglect of 
the post-war years. The 
easy confidence that can 
inspire a Beaubourg or a 
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6 , 
Why Glasgow 


UNUSUALLY, I do not expect 
every reader to take notice of © 
this article. In particular, there. 
are the fanatics behind the re- 
cent campaign of hysteria in the 
columns of the Herald, and I 


even if the council did not spend 
one single penny on arts and 
culture, we would not be al- 
lowed to spend an extra penny 
on housing repairs or curing 


— 
FACED with a problem which refuses to go away, Pat Lally, the leader of Glasgow District Council, has issued this statement 
on the Elspeth King affair. In 2000 words he declines to mention names but he makes it clear that he sees the King debat 
much more than a row over who gets a vital city council job. He talks about the Inevitable 1990 backlash from the pee 


behind “a campaign of hysteria", and he makes a strong defence of the city’s cultural policy, rebytting accusations of Gla: 
gow’s gradual ‘yuppification’. 


should ignore 


the hysteria in 
culture debate 


Pat Latly: Wants to “milk” Glasgow's 
city of culture term for all it is worth 


Elspeth King: Withdrew her appeal 
against the council's appointment 


am sure that they will take no 
hee 


reer in Glas; 


For the benefit of many othe 
ers, Who have certainly been 
misinformed, | will make the 
following simple statements. 
intment has made in- 
tion to the new. 
of Social Histo-- 
scums Department.- 
neil’s open recruitment. / 


qualified candidates. 


Neither mysell nor any other 
member of the council has in- 
terfered nor will interfere with 
this xppointment. Under the 
council's standing orders, this is 
expressl: forbidden, being dele- 
gated from the committee 


concerned io the head of de- 
partment 


This arrangement 
oth applicants from 
ouritism, and elect- 
s from accusations 
© or corruption, 


licants were duly and 
isidered in terms of 
8 equal opportuni- 
and all irrelevant 
such as lobbying, 


departinental rumours and na- 
tional! i 


origin —— were 
ed Any candidate 
that they have not 
been fairly treaty of course 


IfT have learned anything * 


has now been withdrawn. Th 
—is- therefore no dispute as to the 
correctness of the appointment. 
The former appellant has now 
intimated a wish to resume a 
normal working relationship 
with the council as an employ- 
er, and this is as it should be. 
However, it is true that the 
appointment of the new keeper 
of social-hi: it 
sguidedly — focussed atten= 


r itt roughly six 
months gone, it is of course 
right and proper that Glaswe- 
gians should start to assess the 
year so far, whether they like it, 
and whether it lives up to rea- 
sonable expectations. I offer the 
following remarks in the hope 
ir assessment is founded 
on reality rather than fancy. 

For me, the greatest measure 
of 1990 is the lack of elitism, 
and the sheer range of access to 
events in 1990. For example, 


take th rogramme, as 
issued ji jhe He Id and Eve- 
ning Ti Supplement of 11th 


June. On that day, there were 
no fewer than 68 free events and 
exhibitions available in the city, 
in addition to the permanent 
free museums run by the coun- 
cil. Music events included Call 
That Singing and Govan Youth 
Music Workshop, or the stu- 
dents of RSAMD — again all 
for free. Or, for £3, there was 
Dixieland Jazz. At the theatre, 
you could choose Francie and 


one 
~ sex discrimination, that nie p) 
ere 


Josie at the King’s (tickets £3.50 
to £8.50) or modern ballet from 
the Netherlands at the Tram- 
way (tickets £5, £3 
concessions). 

It is true that tickets for 
Pavarotti, Frank Sinatra, and 
The Rolling Stones do not 
come so cheaply. That is a fact 
of life. However, the Big Day 
provided a perfect antidote to 
commercial price-fixing, an op- 
portunity for all of Glasgow t 


glee the sight of 
Workers’City-type being ha: 
rangued outside the SECC b 
one of my Castlemilk constitu 
intensely prow hat she 
had the opportunity of sceing 
__her idol, Pavarotti, in Glasgow. 


The ¢ tion on the inevitable: the 1990_/+teritstiair down. Bob-Patniety 
y dictites that vacant posts \ Cultural Capital of _Europé / the 1990 director, recalls with 
shall be open to all suitablye  backtay 


own : 
_memory is of the Big Day, an 
lfitow any Glaswegian, rich or 
{ poor, could have a great day 
\ out, sustained by a packet of 
sandwiches and a bottle of Irn 
Bru if that was all they could 


ESE 

I believe that 1990 has been a 
success so far. Not unqualified, 
but a success none the less. The 
reputation of Glasgow has re- 
ceived a massive boost right 
round the world. Above all, the 
Opportunity has been created 
for people of ull classes to-enjoy 
a wide range of diverse cultural 
activity. The only people who 
are excluded from 1990 are 
those who choose deliberately 
to exclude themselves. Among 
these are the well-heeled au- 


thors and critics who refus 
dirty their hands by particip: 
ing in 1990; hundreds 
thousands of ordinary Glaswe- 
ii E |. to differ 
trom these dilettantij and the\r 
fen the a 
tendances in our galleries and 
theatres beyond all 
expectations, 


Glasgow is the first “unex- 
pected” city to gain the title of 
Cultural Capital of Europe: our 

redecessors were all estab- 
lished artistic centres. It is the 
intention of the City Council 
and our colleagues on Strath- 
clyde Region that we are going 
to use the title to the maximum 
advantage — we are going to 
milk it for all it is worth. We are 
using the title to open up em- 
ployment opportunities, in 
cultural industries and in tour- 
ism, We are using it to attract 
relocations, We have succeeded 
in attracting £2 billion of invest- 
ment to Glasgow; we need 
more, and 1990 will help us get 
it. 


Above all, we are proud of, 
our city, its dynamism and j. 
ability to change with the times. 
History shows us that a city/not 
on the rise is in decline. Glas- 
gow has been in turn @ 
agricultural centre, a tobacco 
trading port, a textile and then 
heavy engineering complex, 
and the second city of the Brit- 
ish Empire. Now are facing 
the 21st century, and a new 


—Ainuously outraged 

disgusted by~central Govern- 

olicies which have 

allowed industry to disappear 

without any investment strate- 
au 


technological age. With tele 
communications improving, 
and leisure time increasing, the 

rosperity of the future will be 
Based upon service industries, 
including financial services, ad. 


tourism, all established on/a 


a vision that Glasgow shoul 
become a Florence on the 
Clyde. 1 do not recall having 
ever said this, but it does not 
seem such a bad aspiration. 
Florence has a vibrant artistic 
and cultural life, it has wonder- 
ful architecture, it has a thriving 
tourist industry, it is an impor- 
tant regional centre, and above 
all it is a great place to live. Ina 
recent survey by Reading Uni- 
versity or the comparative 
prosperity of European cities 
Florence came tenth and Gla: 
gow 107th. I make no apolo; 
for my desire to see Glasgo' 


r first in 


dampness. As it is, we are 
spending £200m (ten times our 
1990 arts expenditure) on com- 
munity renewal projects, all 
developed in conjunction with 
our tenants, but we need £3 
billion over ten years to bring 
the benefits to all of our 
tenants, 


No one has ever pretended 
that opera empties bins or that 
theatre cures dampness, and 1 
resent the implication of the 
professional whingers that 
there has ever been any such 
pretence by myself or anyone 
else in the council, Only a 
change of Government can be- 
gin to solve Glasgow's 
problems, and even then it will 
be a hard slog. 


My message to the people of 
Glasgow for the rest of 1990 is 
this. In my experience most 
Glaswegians are proud that 
Glasgow is Cultural Capial of 

“Europe. So ignore the ghetto 
me y of the pro-poverty 
bby who tell you that culture 
working class peepte. 


com ninth, 0: = : 
cer a Go out and enjoy yourself. 
pr ne oi Give something new a try; you 
/ . The challenges ahead femal will love it. It probably costs 


formidable. At my surgeries, as 
a Castlemilk councillor, I see 
every week the human evidence 
of the size of the mountain 


which we must climb. I am con: 
ment 


By to replace lost j 
Tustrated beyond be! 


and 


ess than a ticket for Ibrox or 
Parkhead, and may even be 
free. In doing so, you will be 
making your contribution to 
- 1990, proving that Glasgow 
supports the arts, and that 
Glaswegians are ingenious, re- 
silient, and adaptable. To that 
extent, the success of 1990, and 
with it our reputation and 
ft your h; 


6 Ms King should be Shinn 


CONTRARY to official criticism, the campaign on 
behalf of Elspeth King was not hijacked by the 
Workers’ City group. it was launched by it. But the 
campaign quickly developed beyond that point, as 
the enormous range of Ietlers to the Glasgow Herald 
and the 10.000 people who signed the petition will 
bear testimony. 

The only concern of the he shabby 
treatment of Ms King. | yjective is, and 
always has been, the righting of'a quite specific 
wrong: Ms King should be returned to controlling 
power within the People’s Palace, which in the 

resent situation means that she be installed as 
Beret of social history. 

The depute director of the festivals unit is “abso- 
lutely incensed” by those who make a connection 
with this affair and the European Capital of Culture 
Year. In that case, let his wrath descend heavily on. 
certain senior executives. For them, the campaign on 
behalf of Ms King is proving a major headache; they 
are “alarmed by what they sce as a threat to the 
council's whole policy” for 1990. 

Mr Wallace must also have a word with no less a 
personage than the leader of the district council who 
4s now on record with his reference to the “inevitable 
backlash” of the affair. that it has “focused attention 


possible powerful supporters within the political sys- 
tems". No doubt the leader of the district council is 
such a potentially “powerful supporter”. 

As far as the current controversy is concerned, 
much of this power lies in the fact that he is allowed 
to speak, whereas his colleagues have been repri- 
manded for doing so, and then gagged publicly. Mr 
Lally points out that council members simply cannot 
“interfere” with the appointment since it is “express- 
ly forbidden”. 

Many people may argue, however, that no inter- 
ference was necessary in the new appointment since 
the person who chaired that particular committee 
was Julian Spalding. A certain irony underscores Mr 
Spalding’s unfortunate comment that “there are no 
jobs for the girls” when it is remembered that Elspeth 
Xing was one of the contenders for the post he now 
holds; both were interviewed under the council's 
equal opportunities policy, by a 14-strong all-male 
committee chaired by Mr Lally. 

It is common knowledge that Elspeth King and 
her assistant Michacl Donnelly made The People’s 
Palace their first priority rather than the Glasgow's 
Glasgow exhibition. Mr Mark O'Neill, who is, per- 
haps, more aware of the need not “to nate 
powerful supporters”, was directly involved in pre- 
paring Glasgow's Glasgow at a time when the 

Springburn Public Hall was falling into disrepair and 
Springburn Park, in the words of one Herald corre- 
spondent, is systematically run down, its 
beautiful rockeries vandalised, its teahouse demol- 
ished and its magnificent Winter Gardens left a 
crumbling and derelict shell. 


rivate development on Glasgow Green, including 
leshers’ Haug! 
The continuing news of structural change and new 
development in places like the City Halls or Glasgow 
Green, or Gorbals, or along the banks of the Clyde 
are grected with horror by many, not only at the 
prospect of change, but by the fact that such deci- 
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In connection with the Elspeth King 
affair, the writer James Kelman has 
submitted this article to the Glasgow 
Herald on behalf of the Workers’ City 
group. It is a response to the 
arguments expressed by Councillor 
Pat Lally and by Mr Neil Wallace, 
depute festivals director, of Glasgow 
District Council. 
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The Elspeth King affair: 


a reply from Workers’ City 


sions seem to have been made already, without a 
proper mandate from the people who put them in 
power. 

roshane this provides the key to why the campaign 
on behalf of Ms King has brought such widespread 
support while at the same time casting shadows upon 
other matters. It is no good ordering folk to stoy 
thinking for themselves. Politicians and officials 
must recognise that Glaswegians are currently faced 
with a battery of issues and will continue drawing 
general conclusions, 

Apart from a small minority, those who support 

the campaign do not align themselves with Workers’ 
City. This group is few in number and usually meets 
once a week in the Scotia bar. It is not affiliated to 
any particular party, and has no particular political 
line; within the group generally there is a very wide 
a of opinion. 
_ If there is one unifying factor amongst those 
involved it is simply an antipathy to the Glasgow, 
European Capital of Culture Year enterprise and 
what we see as represented by it. In this, our criticism 
has been consistent. 


No matter the “demands” made by sundry city 
officials, we shall continue (o campaign throughout 
1990, and beyond, developing our cultural activities 
and entertainments as a Workers’ City alternative to 
what is officially “going on”. 


People are being castigated for daring to critici 
we RE a a ig ei 
if those who attack the enterprise are attacking the 
city itself. Critics are treated us traitors to the cause. 
But however unpatriotic it may appear to some, 
awkward questions will continue to be asked. Unlike 

istrict councillors and certain waged emy 
the city (including Ms Elspeth King) ea i 
freedom of speech and expression still remains for 
the vast majority of Glaswegians. 


Individual critics are actually threatenes 
depute director of the festivals unit that reg cites 
better be prepared to prove their point with the facts. 
financial or otherwise”. One of the few things we do 
know is that whatever the Year of Culture repre- 
sents, “it is the intention” of Mr Pat Lally’s district 
council and their “colleagues of Strathclyde region 


to use the title to the maximum advantage; (they) are 
going to milk it for all it is worth . .. to open up 
employment opportunities, in cultural industries and 
in tourism.” 

Art, drama, history, music, literature and so on 
have now been roped into the “cultural industry”. 
One of the more worrying features of the current 
“1990 cultural enterprise” is what amounts to virtual 
ignorance of what art really is. But any genuine art 
cannot help but tell truths about the world, it cannot 
help but cut through the false images and myths such 
as those being portrayed via the expertise of Glasgow 
District Council’s 1990 marketing agency, Saatchi 
and Saatchi. zi - ay 

What exactly is being “milked for all it's worth"? 
The creative artists who produce the art? The folk 
who go along to galleries, libraries, museums and 
concerts? The people who sell the tickets, the hot 
dogs, the sweeties and ice cream? In this context, the 
people of Glasgow have themselves become re- 
sources of the “cultural industry”, not a workforce 
but a multitude of assets — just like parks and river 
banks and common greens — and the problem with 


be installed as keeper of social history 9 


asscts, no matter the industry, is that in the final . 
analysis they are always disposable. 

The future prosperity of Glasgow, according to 
Mr Lally, will be “based upon service industries” 
such as “Ieisure and tourism”. Like the leader of the 
district council, other folk have been to Florence. 
The magnificent vistas and beautiful architecture are 
certainly a joy to behold. But up and down the streets 
you will be rapidly relieved of your holiday money by 
a variety of merchants, Tranchise-holders and other 
members of the. “cultural workforce”. People em- 
ployed to “service” these industries are obliged to 
work long hours for very low wages and, when the 
season ends, they are the first to be laid off. 

In the sort of future being envisaged post-1990, the 
majority of Glaswegians seem destined to work for 
little more than dole money, to serve and to entertain 
tourists and others. Glasgow developed in modern 
times as a workers’ city, people came here to find 
work. Its character continues to develop and to 
change, with people from housing “schemes” being 
bussed in to work for Merchant City. 

It isn't only writers, artists and other pro-poverty 
“dilettanti” who demand the right to be “difficult”. 
There will be many people in the city interested in the 
“facts” of 1990. The one detail of major concern is 
the final reckoning, the balance sheet at the end of it 
all. But figures such as these cannot conceivably be 
known until some time in the future. 

There are, however, a few other facts that are 
worth hearing about: one third of Glasgow Green is 


being handed over to private developers, while the 


latest leak suggests parts of the Green are destined 
for private house-building; 60% of the work of the 
city’s parks’ department is being put out to private 
tender; hundreds of council employees’ jobs have 
been shed as part of the process of competitive 
tendering; as much as 10% of the general services 
budget, from all council departments except housing, 
is estimated as having becn “milked” to pay for 1990; 
admission charges have now been introduced for 
entry to the McLellan Galleries and Glasgow's Glas- 
gow, breaking a long-established principle of free 
access to the people's artistic and cultural heritage. 

As far as the Glasgow's Glasgow event is con- 
cerned, £157,000 has been transferred from the 
Summerston waste disposal project to make up its 
deficit. 

Mr Wallace of the festivals unit insists that we 
“prove our point with the facts, financial or other- 
wise”, but the real burden of proof does not lic with 
us, nor with the people of Glasgow as a whole. It lies 
with the festivals unit and the district council. 

Everybody is interested in the facts. What are 


they? What are the full costs of culture city and its _ 


sinking flagship, Glasgow's Glasgow (now being 
hailed as the Marie Celeste in certain Glasgow hos- 
telries)? We are halfway through the year, it is time 
for an interim account and assessment. 

But in 1990, facts like these may have wider 
implications. And what about the “coincidences? In 
June, following upon the shameful treatment of 
Elspeth King came Proposes for the Glasgow Green 
development, news of the coming demolition of 
Queen Elizabeth Square, structural change at the 
City Halls. People are entitled to ask, “What next?” 
— particularly in view of the scandal surrounding 
the Lafferty Construction contracts now surfacing 
across in Renfrew. 

Mr Lally was elected leader of the district's La- 
bour group on a platform of more open government. 
Perhaps it is time to provide the people of Glasgow 
with some evidence of this. 


On behalf of Workers’ City, 


Freddie Anderson, Norman Bissell, Ronnie Boyd, 
Ned Donaldson, Leslie Forster, James Kelman, 
Tommy Kays, Janette McGinn, Jim McKay, 

Tan McKechnie, Farquhar McLay, 

Brendan McLaughlin, Hugh Savage, Jack Withers. 
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6 Ms King should be returned to controlling power within the People's Palace, which 


CONTRARY to official criticism, the camy 

behalf of Elspeth King was not hijacke by the 

Workers’ City group, it was launch by it. But the 

campaign quickly developed beyond that point, as 
the enormous range of letters to the Glasgow Herald 
and the 10,000 people who signed the petition will 
bear testimony. 

The only concern of the campaign is the shabby 
treatment of Ms King. lts one objective is, and 
always has been. the righting of a quite specific 
wrong: Ms King should be returned to controlling 
power within the People’s Palace, which in the 

resent situation means that she be installed as 

eeper of social history. 
The depute director of the festivals unit is “abso- 
lutely incensed” by those who make a connection 
with this affair and the European Capital of Culture 


‘ign on 


Year. In that case. let his wrath descend heavily on 


certain senior executives. For them, the campaign on 
behalf of Ms King is proving a major headache; they 
are “alarmed by what they sce as a threat to the 
council's whole policy” for 1990. 

Mr Wallace must also have a word with no less a 
personage than the leader of the district council who 
4s now on record with his reference to the “inevitable 
backlash” of the affair, that it has “focused attention 
‘on the 1990 Cultural Capital of Europe”. Perhaps 
Mr Wallace and Mr Lally “can get inside the tent 
and hammer it out in private, then they can stream 
outwards and inform the public of the outcome. 

Elspeth King’s one real fault seems to lic in her 
“imperfect understanding of how political systems 
work and how they can be used as allies”, in the 

\ opinion of Mr Wallace, thus she has “alienated 
porters within the political sys- 
ie leader of the district council is 


gue, however, that no inter- 
ary in the new appointment since 
the person who chaired that particular committee 

was Julian Spalding. A certain irony underscores Mr 

Spalding’s unfortunate comment that “there are no 

jobs for the girls” when it is remembered that Elspeth 

ing. was one of the contenders for the post he now 
holds; both were interviewed under the council's 
equal opportunities policy, by a [4-strong all-male 
committee chaired by Mr Lally. 
Wis common knowledge that Elspeth King and 
her assistant Michael Donnelly made The People's 
Palace their first priority rather than the Glasgow's 
Glasgow exhibition. Mr Mark O'Neill, who is, per- 
haps, more aware of the need not “to alienate 
powerful supporters”, was directly involved in pre- 
paris Glasgow's Glasgow at a time when the 
pringburn Public Hall was falling into disrepair and 
Springburn Park, in the words of one Herald corre- 
mdent, “was systematically run down, its 
beautiful rockeries vandalised, its teahouse demol- 

ished and its magnificent Winter Gardens left a 

crumbling and derelict shell.” 

The shabby treatment of Elspeth King has caused 

a split within the council. The longer it goes on, the 

deeper the ramifications and the wider the political 

implications, Already, Glasgow District Labour Par- 
ty “has deplored the decision not to appoint Ms 

Elspeth King”. It also “has had to remind (Labour) 

councillors that the party's policy was to oppose any 
tte development on Glasgow Green, including 
Fleshers’ Haugh", 

The continuing news of structural change and new 
development in places like the City Halls or Glasgow 
Green, or Gorbals, or along the banks of the Clyde 
are greeted with horror by many, not only at the 
Prospect of change, but by the fact that such deci- 


In connection with the Elspeth King 
affair, the writer James Kelman has 
submitted this article to the Glasgow 
Herald on behalf of the Workers’ City 
group. It is a response to the 
arguments expressed by Councillor 
Pat Lally and by Mr Neil Wallace, 
depute festivals director, of Glasgow 
District Council. 
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The Elspeth King affair: 


a reply from Workers’ City 


sions seem to haye been made already, without a 
Proper mandate from the people who put them in 
power. 

Feriaps this provides the key to why the campaign. 
on behalf of Ms King has brought such widespread 
giprort while at the same time casting shadows upon. 
other matters. It is no good ordering folk to sto 
thinking for themselves. Politicians and officials 
must recognise that Glaswegians are currently faced 
with a battery of issues pe will continue drawing 
general conclusions. 

Apart from a small minority, those who support 

the campaign di align themselves with Workers’ 
City. This group is few in number and usually meets 
‘once a week in the Scotia bar. It is not affiliated to 
any cular party, and has no particular political 
line; within the group generally there is a very wide 
dal of opinion. 
_ If there is one unifying factor amongst those 
involved it imply an antipathy to the Glasgow, 
European Capital of Culture Year enterprise and 
what we see as represented by it, In this, our criticism 
has been consistent. 


No matter the “demands” made by sundry city 
officials, we shall continue to campaign throughout 
1990, and beyond, developing our cultural activities 
and entertainments as a Workers’ City alternative to 
what is officially “going on’ 


district councillors and certain waged employces of 
the city (including Ms Elspeth King) the night to 
freedom of speech and expression still remains for 
the vast majority of Glaswegians. 


. history, music, literature and so on 
have now been roped into the “cultural industry”. 
One of the more worrying features of the current 
“1990 cultural enterprise” is what amounts to virtual 
ignorance of what art really is. But any genuine art 
cannot help but tell truths about the world, it cannot 
help but cut through the false images and myths such 
as those being portrayed via the expertise of Glasgow 
District Council's 1990 markeling agency, Saatchi 
and Saatchi. 

What exactly is being “milked for all it’s worth"? 
The creative artists who produce The folk 
who go along to galleries 
concerts? ople who . the hot 
dogs, the sweeties and ice cream? In this context, the 
people of Glasgow have themse! become re- 
sources of the “cultural industry", not a workforce 
but a multitude of as just parks and river 
banks and common greens — and the problem with 
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sels, no matter the industry, is that in the final 
analysis they are always disposable. f 

The future prosperity of Glasgow, according to 
Mr Lally, will be “based upon service industries’ 
such as “leisure and tourism”. Like the leader of the 
district council, other folk have been to Florence, 
The magnificent vistas and beautiful architecture are 
certainly a joy to behold. But up and down the streets 
you will be rapidly relieved of your holiday money by 
a variety of merchants, franchise-holders and other 
members of the “cultural workforce. People em- 
ployed to “service” these industries are obliged to 
work long hours for very low wages and, when the 
season ends, they are the first to be laid off. 

In the sort of future being envisaged post-1990, the 
majority of Glaswegians seem destined to work for 
little more than dole money, to serve and to entertain 
tourists and others, Glasgow developed in modern 
times as a workers’ city. people came here to find 
work. Its character continues to develop and to 
change, with people from housing “schemes” being 
bussed in to work for Merchant City. 

It isn’t only writers, artists and other pro-poverty 
“dilettanti” who demand the right to be “dilficult”. 
There will be many people in the city interested in the 
“facts” of 1990, hie one detail of major concern is 
the final reckoning, the balance sheet at the end of it 
all. But figures such as these cannot conceivably be 
known until some time in the future. 

There are, however, a few other facts that are 
worth hearing about: one third of Glasgow Green is 
being handed over to private developers, while the 
latest leak suggests parts of the Green are destined 
for private house-building; 60% of the work of the 
city’s parks’ department is being put out to private 
tender; hundreds of council employees’ jobs have 
been shed as part of the process of competitive 
tendering: as,much as 10% of the general services 
budget, from all council departments except housing. 
isestimated as having been “milked” to pay for 1990; 
admission charges have now been introduced for 
10 the McLellan Galleries and Glasgow's Glu 
gow, breaking a long-established principle of free 
access to the Be ple’s artistic and cultural heritage. 

As far as the Glasgow's Glasgow event is con- 
cerned, £157,000 has been transferred from the 
Summerston waste disposal project to make up its 
deficit. 

Mr Wallace of the festivals unit insists that we 
“prove our point with the facts, financial or other- 
wise”, but the real burden of proof does not lie with 
us, nor with the people of Glasgow as a whole. It lies 

with the festivals unit and the district council. 

Everybody is interested in the facts. What are 
they? What are the full costs of culture city and us 
sinking flagship, Glasgow's Glasgow (now being 
hailed as the Marie Celeste in certain Glasgow hos- 
telries)? We are halfway through the year, it is time 
for an interim account and assessment. 

But in 1990, facts like these may have wider 
implications. And what about the “coincidences”? In 
June, following upon the shameful treatment of 
Elspeth King came proposals for the Glasgow Gree: 
development, news of the coming demolition of 
Queen Elizabeth Square, structural change at the 
City Halls. Peopie are entitled to ask, “What next?” 

Particularly in view of the scandal surrounding 
the Lafferty Construction contracts now surfacing 
across in Renfrew. 

Mr Lally was clected leader of the district's La- 
bour group on a platform of more open government. 
Perhaps it is time to provide the people of 
with some evidence of this. 


On behalf of Workers’ Ci 


Freddie Anderson, sell, Ronnie Boyd, 
Ned Donaldson, Leslie Forster, James Kelman, 

Tommy Kays, Janette McGinn, Jim MeKay 
fan McKechnie, Farquhar McL.ay, -f 
Brendan McLaughlin, Hugh Savage, Jack Withers. 
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THERE i is. playing j in Glasgow this vical 
quite excellent production by the Katoria ‘ 
Jozsef, Company. of Budapest: of ; Jarry| 
satirical and surealist comedy, King Uby. 
This play was the first work of the Theatre 
ofthe Absurd. When it was produced in 
Paris in 1896 it closed'after two ‘nights af: 
rioting. It:subverts authority, revealing its 
absurdity, incoherence and cruelty, and it 
comes to: us, at. a. time when coreg 
dictatorships are being undermined. 
message that authority can be exercised me 
wie consent has a continuing relevance > ae 

‘Te play's is ‘presented in’ Glasgow with 
simultaneous translation. which is really, 
unnecessary because the company’s work 
athletic and exuberant,.is visually Pei 
and each change of scene is signalled by ad. 
hoc graphics (in English). rather in the 
manner of old silent movies, 

.This production is part of the Five’ © 
Theatres of the World season at the Theatre, 
Royal. We ‘mention it because, like the!) 
earlier season of contemporary “dance, or! 
like Glasgow’s Glasgow, it is not being well: 
supported by the public..Opponents of the; 
Year of Culture as an idea, the Kelmanites ' 
as they are now being called after their } 


Gr areaw be 7: G0". 


King Ubu hits town) © © : 


fo.the exhibition Glasgow’s 3 


Glasgow, wilkseize upon'the theatre season: 


as atiother example of the year’s irrelevance: 


to the'real culture of Glasgow. — showing 
that, you can-take,a horse to water but you 
can’t make‘it drink, 


recognised by the decision to. cut Glasgow's 
Glasgow. ptices., Perhaps if the Elspeth Kin; 
affair were to be satisfactorily concluded — 


by the. upgrading: of her post t—' then’ 


Glasgow's Glasgow might encounter less 


. public indifference,’ But generally:in_ this a 


year the calls on fime and purse are so 


extensive ‘that only a truly metropolitan” 


pense, _ 


centre might be able to answer them..What 2... 


is more, the. recession in the south may be 


. reducing the flow ‘of visitors. Perhaps the 
organiser’ of,1990 should have paced the | 


year more. In these circumstances we do not © 


urge our readers to attend King Ubu: it is a 


-matter for them.,But we do think they will 


not be disappointed if they do. It is fun. 


financial collapse of 's 
sae rae ns 
te 
and 
esponsibility to 
Yow on 
the curator ef the People’s 
Palace is shameful; it is 3 


rable to the Stalker’ affair, 
Fike it, its roots lie in injustice 


and cover-up. 
When Dot Clelland re- 
marks on “tremendous 


vacuum” in the lead up to 
Glasgow's Glasgow, this can 
have nothing to do with the 
People’s Palace. In 1987 the 
museum achieved the artistic 
coup of the year with the com- 
missioning and completion of 
the Ken Currie Glasgow Mural 
Cycle, In 1988 its curators 
successfully staged the Celtic 
Centenary Exhibition, mount- 
ed the exhibition to mark the 
centenary of Keir Hardie’s 


national . 
The “vacuum” he refers to 
existed at Kelvingrove, or 
“Kelvingrave", as one critic 
describes it. This failure, of the 
then director, Alistair Auld, led 
to the creation of the Festivals 
Unit in 1987. Tt was in May of 
the same year that Mr Clelland 
conceived his idea of a mega- 
exhibition, and in August held 
his first meeting with the new 
Festivals Unit team to discuss 
the practicalities of staging it, 
Then in October the team met 
Elspeth King to discuss her 

own ideas for 1990. 

Encouraged by their support 
she produced plans for. the 
complete renewal of one third 
of the entire display of the 
museum, embracing the his- 
tory of the city from medieval 
times to the end of the 18th 
century. She also two 
large exhibitions for 1990: 

1. The now highly successful 

Glasgow Fair event, and; 

2. The major retrospective of 

the life and work of Glasgow- 

born designer and connoisseur, 

Daniel Cottier. 

While Ms King was be 
encouraged to think big by Nell 
Wallace and Bob Palmer of the 
Festivals Unit, no mention was 
made of Mr’ Clelland’s pro- 

. Mr Wallace is on 

Fecord with his statement that 
“The People’s Palace could be 
one of the cornerstones of the 
1990 programme, but not 
while it is so desperately 
understaffed and under- 
supported”. 

After “embarrassing argu- 
ments” with the airings 
hierarchy, who not only 
posed their efforts but actively 
undermined the existing dis- 
play programme 


by actually 
returning secured 


sees tothe 


Exhibitioni: 


SCOTLAND on SUNDAY, July 22, 1990 


Douglas Clelland doing the groundwork for Glasgow‘s Glasgow in the cellars of Central Station with John Bampton (loft). Inset: Elspeth King 


King: the defence case 


Scottish Museum — Council, 
Messrs Palmer and Wallace 
took the hint and abandoned 
the People's Palace as a “key 
venue”. And the man in charge 
at Kelvingrove, Alistair Auld, 
director of Glasgow Museums 
and Art Galleries, was later 
invited to take early retire- 
ment with a massive golden 
handshake, reputed to be 
somewhere in the region of 
£100,000. 
‘Meanwhile negotiations with 
Douglas Clelland continued 
ce; (lie Arches were identi- 
fled and in a climate of great 
Secrecy the initial team of The 
Words and the Stones was as- 
sembled. The precautions were 
futile and rumours of the size, 
financial and political clout of 


The Elspeth King affair continues to cause controversy. James Kelman, Billy Connolly and 13 


other Glasgow figures write an open reply to comments made by Doug Clelland, originator 
of the Glasgow's Glasgow exhibition, in an interview in last week's Scotland on Sunday 


the enterprise increased along 
with the budget. When Mr Clel- 
land and Ms King eventually 
met face to face at the Fes- 
tivals Unit offices on April 12, 
1988 matters were already cut 
and dried. The Words and the 
Stones would 

event of 1990"; it would not be 
held at the People’s Palace; it 
would charge substantial ad- 
mission fees. And Ms King was 
to be invited to join an un- 
named ‘team of experts’. 


The team would be under 
Mr Clelland’s supervision and 

‘ovide him with research 

‘k-up and unrestricted ac- 
cess to the People’s Palace col- 
lections. In return she was 
offered an unspecified salary 
and an additional member of 
staff to compensate for her 
‘own inevitable absence from 
her own museum. 

It is to Elspeth King’s 
eternal credit that she relat 
on the grounds that any 


attempt to move the People’s 
Palace collections into a com- 
mercial exhibition was little 
short of a betrayal of Glasgow 
District Council's principle of 
free access to museums. 

It was also a breach of faith 


ry 

people who had gifted material 
so generously to the People's 
Palace on the understanding it 
would be accessible to every- 
one, regardless of income. 


King’s reputation within the 
museums service is undis- 
muted; it goes beyond the 
Boundaries of this country. In 
her considered opinion ‘The 
Words and the Stones exhibi- 
tion was set for disaster, she 
had. serious doubts over _ its 
academic and professional 
‘competence, 

It is for the courageous 
stand taken by Ms King that 
she is now being victimised. 

‘There is al peely no ques- 


in spite of massive 
ig, enormous political 
clout and fine media coverage, 
Mr Clelland’s exhibition is a 
MM King when dullan Spalding 

wi 1g 
sought her help to bail out the 
flagship several months before 
its launch, Her assistant, 
Michael Donnelly, also arrived 
at similar concl 


tion that 
fun 


could ever hope to achieve the 


1.2 million visitors to 
sare a catarn on ibe Heanclal 
outlay. 

But both reports were re- 
jected as “unhelpful”. In 
august 1989 the board of direc 
tors, including Mr Spalding 
and councillors, 


confirms 
its “unanimous support”. Little 
more than a week ago, halfway 
through the 30-week run, came 
the news that 


fident prediction of 1.2 million 
visitors is revealed as a 
Paget 

at the hale 
tere oe 
160,000 people. 
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The battle fo 


Th 
ali development 


Hau 

ten stiff Oppose. 
pis Ve Briggs looks at 
—AS opposing forces _ PPosing forces 
DESCRIBED », 

battle for Glasgow's soul the 
Boat’ plans for a massive 
Fleshers" Haugh ‘on Glasgow 


Green ay 
Ppears to be comi 
rapidly toa head." 
Proposals have been pre- 

pared by. three separate 
‘velopment companies at the 
Glasgow District 
aplementation 
ice charges for 
‘Access to parts of the Green for 
ne time in its 800-year 
‘The proposals have outraged 
large number of Glaswegt 
who complain that the council 
is riding roughshod over the 
wishes of the electorate. The 
matter is set ta be thrashed out 


policy and" resources 

llce early next month, But 
which way the council will 
jump is anyone's guess. 

Last night Danny Crawford, 
the city’s parks committee con- 
vener, rejected charges lev- 
elled at the council alleging a 
Jack of consultation. Ie 
claimed that the proposals, 
which he stressed were still al 
4 conceptual stage, would en- 
hance the Green, some of 
which was in a seminderelict 
condition and little used 

“To be blunt, a great deat of 
nonsense has been talked about 
what is planned for the Greca 

will be more landscaped 
‘areas of parkland if these pro- 


oe go ahead. We are spend- 


£2m_ this year on the 
Green. We ate not talking 


about selling it.” 
‘The protesters claim the pro- 
for the en ussumtic 


the MB extension — itself 
focus of a furious row over 
city’s transport policy 
‘will go ahead, thereby enclos- 
ing the city centre ina motor 
box. s 
it Crawford said the dis- 
trict council, in contrast to 
Strathclyde Region, is against 
the motorway _ P! The 
opposition which has 
wilt ‘as details of the pro- 
paved development have been 
revealed, has found an echo 
‘within the city ©9u! 
group which is deeply 
over whether the pro- 
should be silowed to go 
ad. 
last week, eight Labour 
backbenchers inflicted at 
serious defeat on Crawford 
when he ined to prevent 


jory the public has 
had the right of access to the 
It has been variously 


non-appointment 
Elspeth King to the new post 
of Glasgow's soci 
keeper, i to be found on the 
washing, as a place to play and 
relax and as a meeting point 
AL the turn of the century it 
was a rallying point for left 
wing political movement 
abounded in the cit 
labour history, inc 


‘The row over the future of 
Glasgow Green is mirrored by 
& series of disputes round 
Britain over councils giving in 
to the temptation to balance 
their books by selling off eity- 

fobin Thompson, 
chief planner for the London 
Borough of Southwark and the 
resident of the Royal Town 


Marry MeShane and Willie 

cgularly used the 

dress meetings. 

More recently it has served as 
ing point for stru 

i Upper Clyde 


described the phenomenon as 
the "big land rip-off”. 

The RTPI has called for a 
register of municipally-owned 
recreational land to be estab- 


At isue is free access to 


The People’s Palace, at the 
centre of a bitter row over the 


POR 22018 cnc. “Thixcen ccd 


<> — 


r Glasgow’s heart 


DAVID MITCHELL 


2 strategy to 
such as Glasgow 
in from —i-considered 
development 


lished as part of 
ect a 


The plans for Fleshers" 
dered at a 
of the 
South Arca \fanagement 
ittec, an adasory group 
of elected members from both 
the regional and digtrict coun- 
cils as well as gommunity 
representatives 
The meeting should have 
considered « wrilien report on 
the development proposals, all 
of which it cossidered “une 
inspiring”, but the document 
was withdrawn atthe last 
moment, indicating the eoun- 


er 


Hands off Glasgow Green: Councillors run the gauntlot of protestors opposed to any development that would restrict access to traditionally open and free land 


clected members influencing 
the questions to be asked in a 
public opinion survey to assess 
the degree of opposition to the 
plans. Against his wishes, the 
committce resolved to give the 
an opportunity to 

scrutinise the questions, 
There have been pre 
attempts by the city authorities 
to use the Green for other pur- 
poses, including plans to estab- 
Tish a coal mine on it and an 
attempt ta. run a railway line 
ascross it, But mans 
tests have succeeded 
ing the plans before they got 


cil's realisation of the hot 
potato they are handling 


Another sign of the delicacy 
of the matter is the way the 
development plans have been 
handled by the city’s planning 
department. According to 
council insiders the plans have 
been kept under wraps, being 
dealt with by the planning 
director, Jimmy Rae, without 
reference to his staff. 

Triday the proposals 
were considered by the East 
[ind Area Management Cont 
mittee, 

‘The meeting — moved wo 
the council chamber to ac- 
commedate the protesters — 
unanimously rejected the 


oS te 


development proposals. It will 
urge the council to scrap ther, 


ast night, Alice Mosley of 
the Glasgow for People pres: 
sure group, claimed a lot of the 
disquiet stemmed from the 
council's lack of consultation. 
“These proposals have been 
developed without people 
knowing anything about 
them," she said. “And it is not 
clear’ what the benefit to the 
council would be. They are 
proposing to lease the land to 
the developer for 125 years, 
but it also appears the council 
ae going to have ta subsidise 
the development, and are going 
to have to pay for building the 
car parks and play facilities.” 


ee, oe 


Aboriginal 
remains to 
make final 
journey 

ly Patrick Small 


ABORIGINAL remains which 
have been gathering dust ina 
Glasgow museum since the 
turn of the century are about 
to begin the 12,000-mile jour 
ney home. 

Following pressure from 
aboriginal campaigners and & 
plea by the Australia Hi 
Commission, Glasgow District 
‘Council's arts and culture com- 
mittee is set to agree to the 
return of the remains after. 
they remained hidden in the 
city’s Kelvingrove Museum for 
more than 80 years, 

Bob Weatherall, the leader. 
of the campaign for Repatria- 
tion of Aborigis Remains 
outside Australia, is keen that 
they should only be handled by 
aboriginal representatives from 
Mount where the remains 
iginate, 

is only proper that we: 
perform all procedures in 
accordance with the funda 
mental rights of the dead,” he 
said, “Remember that most of 
these people were robbed from 
graves or hunted down or 
murdered by the so-called) 
great men of science in the 
18th and 19th ceaturies. 

“They may have been con- 
tracted by a museum. They 
would shoot an aboriginal per- 
son for his skull, These were 
then remaved for scientific 
examination without the con- 
sent of their relatives or their 
fami 

Weatherall will be leadi 
an aboriginal delegation visi 
ing Glasgow on Saturday. He 
is more hopeful of these latest 
remains being allowed to go 
home after the National 
Museums of Scotland in Edin- 
burgh refused two months ago 
to return any of its large collec 
tion of remains. 

Councillor Charles Davison, 
convener of Glasgow District 
Council's arts and culture com- 
mittee, said that he would be 
strongly recommending the 
return of the remains. 

“It would be wrong to retain, 
them when their rightful 
inheritors are asking for 
Immediately the committee 
agrees, and I've no doubt it 


cover” he said, “The reasons for 
doing so are compelling.” 
Davison will be speaking to, 
‘Spalding, the director of 
Glasgow Muscums and Gal- 
letics, about having — the 
remains ready to be sent back 
to Australia before the “Tagan 
Lia: My ‘family festival of 
aboriginal arts in the city ends: 
‘on September 2, 
Antonia Lovelace, the 
assistant go of 
Ethnography at Kelvingrove 
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THE Outsider column is 4 most ap- 
propriate place from which to take 
stock of my time with Glasgow Mase 
tums, for indeed T have always been an 
outsider ta a profession dominated by 
the kudos of the commercial art mar= 
ket. My voeation and that of Elspeth 
King have always been quite different 
in origin. For us the establishment of 
social history in museums was not a 
smart cateer move, but a sacred cause, 
and for the past’ 16 years we have 
dedicated every day of our lives toi 

‘The aim wity to recreate the People's 
Palace in the spinit of tts founders by 
adding to it collections acquired for 
their human significance, rather than 
their artistic cunosity oF intrinsic val- 
wwe, and to put the heart back into a 
museum service which had made 
advance beyond the magpie values of 
the curio cabinet, For that n 
drafted a collecting policy whic 
Julian Spalding scrapped it, was the 
only one of its kind in Glasgow 
Museums 

The fortunes of our chosen muscum 
could not have heen more low. R 
hamed the “Old Glaygow Museum” 
by 4 Kelvingrove administration box 
tile to its very existence. it had become, 
a¢ the author Alasdair Gray recalls, 
“like a gigantic lumber room full of 
objects too fascinating to throw away, 
but which no other place could use’ 
This situation was in no way attribut- 
able to its succemive cutators whe like 
ourselves were the victims of a clas 
used hostility which regarded the mu- 
seum and iis East End location as 
effectively beyond the pale, 

‘Ancicat heating systems, antediluvi- 
an lighting and nineteenth-century dis- 
play cases were the rule. Storage and 
workshop space Was non-custent, 
there was no photographic equipment, 
‘or even such basics as a modern type- 
writer. The museum had no shop, caf- 
sleria, publications, postcards or 
publicity materials. The winter gar- 
dens were closed. semi-dere! 
awaited what seemed inevitable demo- 
lition. Above all the environment of 
the muscum, the historic Glasgo 
Green, was being systematically run 
down, as depopulation by comprehen 
sive redevelopment tore the heart out 

* of the histone communities of Calton, 
Bridgeton and Gorbals 

With no regular transport, collect 
ing was very difficult and it took sev 
al years to break down 
institationalised resistance to demands, 
for services which had been withheld 
for almost a generation. For more 
than five years we were resolutely de- 
nied access 0 purchase funds, and 
many of our eathiest acquisitions were 
self-financed or acquired via petty 
cash, 

juch of our foundation collections 

such as stained glass, cast iron, ceram 

ic tiles, and all fines of domestic ob- 
jects and photographs were recovered 
from derelict buildings in. district 
‘council ownership, Large objects fre 
quently had to be carried across town 
manually. Always the working condi- 
tions were dirty and often dangerous, 


Our storage, when we finally ac- 
uired some, was on two floors of a 
relict factory; our Dexion shelving 
we stripped and reassembled from an 
abandoned cash and carry warehouse 
in Gorbals. Thirteen years on we are 
Still using it. I was against this back- 
ground of hand-to-mouth existence 
that we systematically acquired what 
‘Mr O'Nedll, in.a typically back-handed 
compliment, has called “one of the 
finest urban history collections in Bi 
rope, with tremendous potential,” 
Had we or our predecessors reveived # 
lithe of the support and funding which 
has been lavished on him at Spring- 
burn, it wouk! have been unsurpassed 
To attract people back to an ine 
creasingly derelict environment, we 
mounted 4 series of big exploratory 
ethibitions on tobacco, women’s suf 
frage, temperance, trades union hist 


witch-hunt that is the 
Elspeth King Affair 


MICHAEL DONNELLY, second-in-command at the People's Palace in 
Glasgow, risked his job last week when he spoke publicly for the first time 
in the Elspeth King Affair. Breaking his silence since Mark O'Neill, 
Curator of the Springburn Museum, was appointed to the new city Post of 
Keeper of Social History, Donnelly spoke of “continuing Sordid 
campaigning” over the new appointment. In this Outsider article he takes 
stock of the 16 years he and People’s Palace Curator Elspeth King 
worked together and of the roles played in the affair by the city’s Director 
of Museums and Art Galleries, Julian Spalding, and Pat Lally, leader of 
the District Council Labour Administration. 
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@ MICHAEL DONNELLY 


stow but steady reversal of fortunes to 
the point where it is now one of the 
most popular and influential muscums 
in Britain, with an annual visitor 1 
which will this year top the 
lion, is the plus 8 


its true apothcoss in the insultingly 


ty, and stained glass. This last 
“Mr * of "Glase 


ethibition and collection arose quite 
naturally out of our regular fieldwork 
and won for usa European award. Yet 
in the year of our triumph we could 
only muster an annual visitor figure of 
80,000. The new director, Alasdair story 
‘Auld, was openly hostile t0 the con- But what of the negative? The drip, 
cept of social history and publicly de- drip. drip of hostility towards the pal 
clared at every opportunity that the ase and ity stall by the directorate at 
People’s Palace was “an unsuitable — Kelvingrove had effectively porsoned 
building in an undesirable area.” the well at the City Chambers. That is 
In the winter of 981-82 actisis was the true origin of some of the obscene 
reached. A shut-down in the heating attacks on Elspeth King em. 
system at the height of a severe freeze» from “unidentified” sources in Gi 
Up led to the loss of almost half of the Square “she's out 
Sb-year-old palm trees. Reports in the _niceds house-trained™. ete. There is, of 
scow Herald led to the personal — coune, at muuch deeper root to this 
intervention of a local businessman, hoshlity, directed at Elspeth, myself 
who generously offered free labour the Friends of the Peo 
and hesian wrapping to try to save most recently the writers, 
the remaining trees. He subsequently ordinary Glaswegians whe 


g 

The daily victimbation of Etspeth 
King asan obscene obligato to Glas 
goss year as European City of Cul 
ture bas finally lifted the lid on a 
Labour administration which under 
.aderhip of Pat Lally and after 60 
sears of virtually evehallenged rule 
has finally hist rock bottom, 

When a dream dies the tribe perish 
es, for instead of leading the peo 
wlio have loyatly voted for it towards 
ercater democratic freedom and ac- 
Sountability, they have become a bu- 

atic Conspiracy against them, 
nimany Hall syle of party pyr- 
tt its utterly undemocratic 
pts of junior and senior council. 
lors ansacralle (a8 all-powerful 
Boss, is tte very antithesis of the kind, 


have sup- 


contacted the Lord Provost and the ported us, and why it has increased in of democracy cnvisaged by Whitman, 
(irectors of museums and parks and ditect proportion to the populanty of — Morne or Ker Hard 

was astonished to encounter a nega- the institution. The answer hes in Instead of building upon the limited 
tive and suspicious response to bis cal aren, and h but pi of municipal 
generosity y, socialism esta the nine- 


leadership of the Labour Party of us 
historic commitment to socialism, 
That process, combined with the 
wish locally to bury the facts of a pasta 
which had become inconvenient, and of 
to superimpose 3 > 
ketable image of the eit 


His response was, in association 
with a group of others, to establish the 
Friends of the People’s Palace 3s 
support body and pressure group 10 
Save the winter gardens and defend the 
muscu. From the very beginning 
their campaign received the whole- 
hearted support of the Glasgow Her- 
ald and we are grateful for 

The subsequent story of the palace’s 


h-century Liberals, they have ere- 
ated a mone 


hierarchical system 
ated, impersonal man- 
tout the slightest vestige 
mocratic control, In sich a sys 
“antiquated concepts such as pubs 
ie service hase no place, self-service 16 
¢ niame of the game, and individuals 


pes. but a bland, 
tory hype. which found 


@ PAT LALLY 


© ELSPETH KING 


@ JULIAN SPALDING 


pay tribute to the Calton Weavers, 
they were cancelling the People’s Pal- 
ace extensions. When we were te 
Fer to protect themscives trom the searching and honouring the 
Justified wrath of their own citizens centenary of Keir Hardic's Scottish 
then the writing is mdced on the wall, Labour Party, they were plotting the 
‘Their continued exercise of power — commercial exploitation of Glasgow 
and control relies upon a suppression Green, and trying to destroy Paddy's 
dissent hy the distribution of re- Market 
wards and punishments. The resulting ‘Alasdair Auld tried to privatise our 
climate of intellectual and moral cow- stained-glass collection, but was 
andice. cynical ahenation and apathy thwarted by Mayfest officials and the 
has roited the fabric of our society and trade union, UCATT, and was shortly 
Feduced a once-vibrant movement for afterwards ushered off the scene for 
social change into a cowardly, lumpen lack of ambition 
tribatism, This is the lost generation Then the newly appointed Festival 
upon which the “greed is pood”, “look Unit's director struck fool's gold, in 
out for Number One” sharkpool eth- the “Words and the Stones”. The 
sof Thatcherite new-model capital: words were bullshit, the stones were 
ism has flourished hike poison algacon —mullstones, the result was’ “glaw 
4 stagnant pond, botch”. But what did that matter? Af 
When upon the recommendation of ter all, £3.$m was a smalll price to pay 
a Conservative Minister for the Arty {0 marginalise and if possible under- 
Glasgow was awarded the title of Eu- mine an institution whose very name 
ropean City of Culture, and the image- was poison to their lips. Elspeth King 
brokers.conceptcowbaysand cultural was informed by Net! Wallace that a 
carpetchaggers of the heritage and arts new director of museums was bein: 
industries jetted in, they found a “head-hunted™ and that “he” woul 
grcedy and gullible audience in an in- have to give three months’ notice. 
tellcctually bankrupt administration. Faced with the prospect of a third 
Following in their jetstream came the male director who might fall into Tine 
rs. to sew up deals with the with the prevailing death wish on the 
igain barrow-boys to whom cule palace, she, out of desperation, ap- 
lure was only a buzzword for the plied for a job which she had never 
latest scam coveted, To her own astonishment she 
Elspeth Kiny 


Mr Lally and his sycophantic appara 
tehiks hive seriously to consider 
spending £15,000 01 a plate-plass bare 


was the sole woman and Scot to be 
interviewed. In the absence of any 


and I were com: 


@ MARK O'NEILL 


equal opportunites procedure. she 
was interviewed by a 

males. The result foretold by Mr Wai- 
lace held good" enter Julan Spalding. 
fresh from the sacking of the entire 
staff of the National Museum for La~ 
hour History at Manchester 

His master plan, like that of his 
successful rival at the Victona & Ab 
bert. was the complete tearing-up of 
the existing department and the ore- 
ation of 4 new corporate identity. [m- 
plicit to the success of this was a cowed 
and demoralised staff, and a compla- 
cent ution offering no critical oppos 
ton to a completely new er of 
business, exhibition and collection 
managers 

The widely perceived individual 
identity of the People’s Palace was 
anathema to such a cestralist. head 
quarters mentality, and so our time for 

the treatment” had finally if inevita- 
bly arnved No dialogue was powhle 
of wuch crucsal ethical consxterations 
as the inttoduction of charges at the 
MeLellan Galleries, of the transfer of 
hundreds of munictpally- owned ob- 
fects to Glasgow's Glasgow with its 
hefty cntrance charges. To every ob- 
jection, back came the statement 
support Pat Lally, and Pat Lally sup 
ports me, and Til do whatever 1 like 
whatever you say.” 

The low opinion of Juan Spalding 
for both Elspeth King and me has 
been obvious ever singe bis first of 
cial vist. On that he cancelled our 
aaghtcenth-century displays for 1990 
ard promised a reduced lle expectan- 
ey for our half-bult early Cilasgow 
displays. That same evening he was i 
Springbura Museum pearing to the 
skies Mark O'Neill's alleged phoneer- 
ing efforts. The Trojan horse was al- 
ready 1n place and [ knew from that 
day on that Mark was ig and that we 
were oat, Within a few days it was 
cominon knowledge throughout the 
department and, as Janey Buchan has 
courageously revealed, also in the City 
Chambers 

What followed has become known 
as the Elspeth King Affair, but that 
title ts too bland for what 1s one of the 
dirtiest and most immoral wite 
ince the days of McCarthy. T 
witch-finder is Lally, and that 
he threatens me in clas 
fashion with removal for my “ows 
good”, It inconceivable to him that T 
am expressing opposition to bis be- 
haviour out of principle, so he foully 


attributes my alleged “clouded judg 
ment™ to my “personal relationship” 
with Elspeth King 


For the past 17 years Elspeth Kin 
and [have lived together im mut 
love, fidelity and respect, and I defy 
‘even the gutterati of the Sun to make 
anything of that. It is the strength of 
‘our relationship, and the constant sup- 
port of the general public, which have 
given us the strengths to stand up to 
the years of abuse which we have en- 
dured in our thanklews ts 

But in the final analysis it is the 
People’s Palace and what it has come 
to represent that are under attack, 
because Mr O'Neill knows exactly. 
what is expected of him. He does not 
share the ideals of the people who have 
‘generously gifled their artefacts to this 
museum. “They want the great social 
1st purity to be preserved.” he said in a 
recent interview, “but that’s not possi 
ble, it’s a fantasy 
Tam heartened and refreshed by the 
overwhelming campaign of public 
Support, and particularly by the cous 
rageous defiance of the Worker's City 

have 


the trbe guardians of this ety s culture 
and morality. But the last words must 
be left to Julian Spalding, who, such 1s 
his vindictiveness, could not resist the 
temptation to inform Elspeth of the 
reason why she did not get the job 
“Your personal identification with the 
People’s Palace is unhealthy,” he said, 
‘and 1 want you to distance yourself 
from it.” That about sums it up. 
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, ArtWork: editorial comment 


Axe Glaswegians already ‘cultured out’ by the Year Basi-West thaw 
of Culture? David Kemp takes anotherhard look 22352322 


they 


| 


Isit now the fact that Os the contrary 
have been singled cu! 
“special attention” by the 


So far, 1930 
gow little 


Machonthepiersofanold in Mad: 
bridge across the Clyde. delivered Gi 
: yarts more than h 


Pt ‘ae 
own “culture! McSaatchis in the City das Hon, Nene of i Even the Hebates:that 
Tis ee fire art g abana err ever happened. Glasgow thinks its own “build your own human 
Kelman undoubtediy re this e ingless. 


There were never are, } am sad to report, skeleton”. 
plans, as fares know, for goingonelewhereInthe | was. w 
the big epoch-making ex- 
hibition of the twentieth 


reactionary to believe th. 
those who awarde 


le to dis- 
ar or two, the Na: cover whether the “Wh: 
ai Museum of Labour horn Dig”, sipnposted for | 


tong, “creative” packaged, bland, in 
nches, but the early tionally-acceptable “cul- 
mis soon replaced by ture” will be provided for 
Panic and the hunt for us by the “cul 
scapegoats. The inevitable workforce” 
conclusion is the puni the world se 
it of the innocent and tand theat 
4 


Scottish art, with History in Manchester miles ground, ‘hes pub- | 


an impact comparable to will move to the Castle- y s “ae 
that of The Vigorous Imagi- field complex of pay-on- demicresdarch, A tee-sh 
nation some years back, entry museums next to told me a 
We never saw evidence of Granada’sTV Tour,oneof cash-desk was. 
effort to seek out ex- i 
nce in any ficld of “interim re; 
artistic activity’ available. Un: 
und it. It is be pay-on- was locked ina 
ow typical thatonly entry too? Watch this and the keyholde 
a couple of days aftcr space. lunch, 
James Kelman, so recently Another rerun of the Il there is to see now 
short-listed for the Boo} People’s Palace contro- isa field of stones, of 
Prize, w being revi n more tee-shirts and de 
he “depute direc: shorts looking busy. M 
vale) Tshould “What has been ofthose borntend Srouy 


culture” or 
c” uppermost i 


i. You may 
think this shameful. | do 


“Js it now the fact that a city with | RSS Ses ey 
a “cultural workforce” can now 
ignore its own “culture”. . and tha 
Pate eae a safe, packaged, bland, inter- 
disaster (and nationally-acceptable “culture” 


es ca Hepatic will be provided for us. 


Ramee nen SITS SS 


Edinburgh - 
Jeial Festivi 


(if this is 1990, it mu 


70 ‘@ met a French film i upinthearea, feel they are 
more far-flung and exotic too. But to the small town |Glasgow). ‘That, rather crew on the sodepressing {innings wisamie 
Jocations? with hisChamber |than “tacialism” lies be- about 1990 is - 


suit, Ros 
ian tie and Masonic hand: 
shake, to question is near 
to treason. 

ie, 1 won All the issucs we have 


gains 
oparts jods goin, 
dete (of whateve? 


Ylast we trips to 


that there has 
been no attempt 
to make ita 


What we got in 
ware the usual runot 


we have a: jos: 


ing Express, 


make 1990 in th plane. Was So the main charge to 


te i 5} eny times in the th 
1, they're probably dered,a buyeronher way  tackledthisyearhavebeen be laid against 1990 is that showcase for ter the Elspeth Kin; Pare Gira The hope of 
Hanning An- to the collections. Then I it has had no theme that : The Year of Cus torts hoe 
199. in the pub. She would eith Scottish i tors ins 


not yet over, of c 
I wnte, television ads ex- 
hort me to buy tickets for 
the Bolshoi at the SECC, 


ured an ence or 
even more important Scotland. 
westion, about which gow, it is 


bea co-ordi- 


@ Glaegow- 
was 


now clear, was 


factless, plank-walking 
anti-3990-ism of McLay, 
Kelman, Savage and allthe 
Test 1$ an embarrassment 
s city and all of its 
cultural workforce.” 

And Pat Lally: “The 
only people who are ex- 
cluded from i990 are these 
whochoosedeliberately to 
exclude — themselves. 
Among these are the well- 
led aut) 
Who refuse to dirty their 
hands by participating in 
1990; hundreds of thou- 
s of ordinary Glaswe- 


gians have begged to dif- 
fer from these dilettanti, 
and their numbers have 


yond ail expectations.’ 
find mysel/confused, 


extensive 
throughout 
for all | know, beyond, | 
am sure that the Saturday 
morning shoppers in Ar 

ye Street cannot realise 
that even street entertain- 


Is“culture”, 1 
merelyacommodity, tobe 
fe yr bartered, 
with no uniqueness or at- 
tachmentto place. Thereis 
certainly no place in this 
concept of “culture” for 
those who have protested 
at the outrageous tre. 
ment of Elspeth King (Art- 
Work was amongst the 
first), have criticised 
Glasgow's Glasgow (Art- 
Work, again, wears that 
battie honour with pride) 
and exposed the secret 
plans foracommercial lei- 
sure development on 
Flesher’s Haugh. 


he com- 
ess. Yet it 


the “culture” that is being 
“celebrated” in 1930? 

Pat Lally, for instance, 
in one of his increasingly 
preposterous interve: 
tions in the King debate, 
told us that his own “fa- 
vourite anti-Clitist: mem- 
ory” was of the Bi 
and how “any Glasw 

jan, rich or poor, could 
have a great day out, sus 
tained by a packet of cand- 
wiches and a bottle of Irn 
Bru if that wes all they 
afford.” Murray 

e Glasgow Her- 
ald, als evoked itas oneof 
his treasured memories of 
1990, along with the Si- 
natra débacle. 

The notion of “ 
ture”, if | remember 
Matthew Arnold cor: 
recy, once imp! 


“So the main charge to be laid 
against 1990 is that it has had no 
theme that would either give it 
coherence or make it relevant 
to Scotland.” 


1 particularly 


Burrell and the f 
Sound of Colour) at Kel- 
Vingrove. But there was no 
catalogue for the latter, I 
was told, because “we 
couldn't get a sponsor” 
Yet it would surcly onls 
have cost two or three 
brainstorming “lunches”. 

But there 3s also much 
cy and self-de- 


< 
exhibition I] have seen 
ywhere this year 
down the road 
janchester last mor 
d managed to 


collection of carl} 
eth century port 
Soviet museums as part of 


The great European 


Nrsy, which is about 
“real” history versus the 
heritage industry, is 
tucked away at the south- 
em tip of Scotland, at 
Whithorn in Galloway. 
Here archaeologists have 
so far dug up 1500 skele- 
tons from the 4009 or so 
buried in the old priory 
pavers 4. Here too, the 
Roritage industry isin full 
swing. 

ce-shitted guides 
(the tee-shirt with logo is 
the badge of the heritage 
industry) conduct the 
poying customers over 
te, where you may 
occasionally, lam told, see 
two or even three bodies 
huddled together in a 
grave before they are sent 
offto the pathologists. The 
ghoulish spectacle, for 
fuch it undoubtedly is, is 
mystifyingly and shame- 
fully supported by the 
Church of Scotland, You 


“the pace of a life- 
time". {ill Bryden’s ship 
has still to be built. The 
concert hall has 


many 
Glaswegians are, | iinag- 
ine, already “cultured 
out”, 

They are confused 
about the purpose and 
direction of an event that 
seems to equate quantity 
with quality, and in which 
the gulf ‘between the 
promise and the perform- 
ance has often been 
breathtaking. Many are 
outraged by the arrogance 
of Pat Lally and his polit- 
buro (the YoC advisory 
committee has become a 
joke, and few of its mem- 

7s, 1 understand, now 
bother to attend). 

For once the ul hack’s 
= “But what does 
this mean for Scotland?” 
has some relevance, 


iF eventually life (and sol 
will return to ni 1 


mns next to these) 
lasgow’s year of culture 


snd would have trans- 


ed the Year of Cu! 


If the truth be told 
Europe's Capital of Cul- 
ture idea is probably as 


that few readers have 
made the conn 
tween the Aberdeen pe- 
pers and others un 


Contest. Glasgox 
have changed a!l 
didn’t because i 
with the pu! 


aloe 
alae 


ini 
ban 


The newspaper 
of The City 


pe 
George Outram 
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Culture City celebrations — see four-page pull-out 


Fleshers Haugh: 
Lally sets 
the record 
straight 


GLASGOW City Council Leader Pat 
Lally has attempted to set the record 
straight on his council's plans to develop a 
£40 million tourism and leisure facility at 
Fleshers Haugh within the boundaries of 
Glasgow Green, 

He said: “Those expressing opposition 
to the plans are cither misinformed or 


they are deliberately using confusion 
tactics to distort the truth. 


“To those who are campaigning under 
4 banner ‘Save Glasgow Green’ T would 
say that's exactly what the Council is 
trying to do. 


Councillor Lally stressed: "One of the first 
things that should be undersiood is that my 
Council has 4 to1al commitment 19 the 
regeneration of Glasgow Green as a public 
park and we have a Manifesto commitment 
fo develop more varied recreational uses for 
the Green, on condition 
that any’ development 


respects te tone se 

etalons of ibe Green hey pn 
That is mba" pl 
added Cousciior r= 


Lally, “the — public / 


ee re cad 


hope that the media 
sare as quick to publish 


Councillor Lally 


and broadesst the is unsatisfactory and. 
truth as they are the underused football 
wild ramblings of a pitches, 

group of misinformed * There is sufficient land 
People. available within the 30 
“The suggestion, that Fleshers Haugh 


Fleshers Haugh is being 
sold to commercial 
relopers is nonsense, We 
intend to lease the land lives of people in 
1d use the capital re- ing residential a 
ceipt that this gen * Strathelyde Re 
to further improv Council is confi 


al ikly parking 


emit that 


upgrade Glasgow Green the existing road. system 


and Richmond Park. Al 
wad) 


adequate 
2 million puck- In any event Glasgow 


age of improvements is City Council is apposed 


vunder way.” to any nei 
Added Councillor opment wi 

Lally: "Plshers Haugh fect the Grevn 

vas NOT gifted 10 the 

eople of Glasgow - the “The development 


ads devel- 
fh would af 


Said Councillor Lally 


ofa 


fea of land in question major sports and leisure 


was bought by the mu- development at Fle 


nicipality in 1792, one Haugh would be a 
hundred an 

after Gl 
was taken over by the the eily, prov 


shers 
great 


fifty ‘years boon for the people of 
Ww Green Glasgow and visitors (0 
ng al 


ity fordable’ family leisure 
“For centuries the facilities “that would 


Haugh was used for match or better 
commercial le 
recreation pursuits as 
well as for grazing. as am 
prnthield and proto 


- eration of the city 


the 


and finest in the country 
“It would be another 
jor step in the re 


‘and 
dustrial use, such as would create around 400 


washing and bleaching.” new jobs inlo the bar- 
Councillor Lally out- gain. 

lined more of the facts: ~~ “An improved and 

"The proposed develop: upzrided "Glasgow 


ment does not encroach Green would be the end 


on Gi 
confined to Fleshers leisure f 
Haugh where only 30 of would be reborn 


iseow Green. Tis fesult and with the new 
lity the Green 


as 


the 36 acres of ground bustling parkland in the 


‘available. This would centre of the city. I 


tional park: and. for the 
me whole 


jt will 


I in an increase in be a huge asset, particu- 
eas of landscaping larly for the local people 


as a 


ucstion is “Clearly the East End 
major- will gain significantly 
from this development, 

Surely this is progress.” 


THE £28m Glasgow 
International Con- 
cert Hall will be off- 
cially opened by 
HRH Princess Anne, 
The Princess Royal, 
on Friday, October 
5 three days 
ahead of schedule. 

‘And with that auspt 
cious occasion only a 
month away GICH 
eneral manager Cam- 
tron MeNicol_ reports 
at least ELEVEN sell 
‘out concerts during the 
first two months of a 
star-studded pro- 
gramme. 

“IL will be at plitter- 
ing night for Glasgow, 
and all the better for 
happening earlier than 
expected,” ssid Coun- 
cil Leader Pat Lally 

“We have re-arrang- 
ed the timing of the 
launch to accommo- 
date some  organisi- 
tional factors» which 
make the new date 
preferable to the 8th 
But Twill have some 
difficulty’ in adjusting 
to the new day. 

‘October & has been 
engraved on my mind 
following the _scepti- 
ism about ability’ 10 
atch up on delays in 
the contract, But that's 
all behind us now.” 

The official opening 
will take place only 
two days short of the 
centenary of the open- 
ing of the St Andrew's 
Hills, destroyed by fire 
in 1962, which the In- 


Cameron McNicol (Ieft) shows George *elly 


round the Concert Hall, 


ternational Concert 
Mall will replace. 

‘The announcement 
that Princess Anne 
attend the opening 
was made by City 
Treasurer Jean 
McFadden, Deputy 
Leader of the Council 
“We are deligh 
the Princess 
agreed to open Glas 
yows newest mult 
Purpose musical venue 

“The opening of the 
2,500 seat Hall isa 
reat civic achievement 
find a landmark in the 
city’s cultural 
of Europe celebr: 
tions.” 


from 


jnforgettable 
for every: 

involved 
are part 


‘or part of the 
television, audi- 

yee at home,” said 
Councillor McFadden 
The opening night 
concert will feature the 
Scottish National Or- 
chestra playing two 
World premiere pieces 


to page 3 


-Council fears 


42% rise 
in Poll Tax 


COUNCIL officials haye been told to find 
avings in their budgets in a bid to stave off a 
possible 42 per cent poll tax increase, from 
£92 to £131, from next April 1991, 

The rise would be 
necessary to meet a £16 
million shortfall between 
estimated cost increases 
of £21 million and an 
anticipated rise of only 
£5 million in Govern- 

‘ment grunts and income 
from business rales, set ' 
by the Scottish Office h 

City Treasurer Jean 
MeFadien all J 
ax payers face picking, * 

Sp ery He City Treasurer 
wpe ab forte Con, soa MaPaddan 
high inflation, high in- who should be. entities 
ferest rates apd cutting Yo" more services for 
housing benefit. Higher: payments. 

“We expect the Gov "| consider a 42. per 
ernment to reduce its cent increase to be quite 
so-called safety net by unacceptable so we will 
£6 million ~ and poll tix Hut maximum pressure 
payers must find £3 for Gy the Government. to 
every £1 of tha meet its responsibilities 
jo “AL the sime time 

They would be pay- our officials will have 0 
ing almost half as much jgok even more closely 
again und getting no- at how they use their 
thing extra” for” their fesgurees 
money “uts in essential ser- 

She added: “The Gov- vices are out of the 
ernment is behaving question but. they'll be 
abominably to. citizens to pepe 3 
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EOPLE travel- 

ling from the 
city centre to Buch- 
anan bus station 
face sore feet 

Reason is the 
new £60 million 
shopping complex 
adjoining the Con- 
cert Hall. 

It means people 
emerging from the 
bus station will face 
yards of shops and 

fong detours, 

‘Why no tunnel or 
escalator through 
the complex? 

It has been ruled 
‘out because of safe- 
ty fears. Or is it all 
4 plan to get people 

to walk through the 
‘maze of shops? 


f SELL-OFF 


A FEW pean ago, Labour sounciions 
agreed toa rather weird deal. t0 sell 
off part of Auchinlea park in Essteriouse. 

Vilviare Lid, according 10 councillors, 
would be good for the area ~ providing 
hundreds of jobs in their warehouses, 

But the jobs were few and the wage lev 
els low and the company has gone bust. 

‘Now the land is forever gone from coun- 
cil ownership and ten-pin bowling alleys 
will ake over some of the industrial 


Se iow 


OUNCILS 
don’t have 
a good record 
of running 
things cheaper, 
or better, t 
private firms. 
Witness the sudden 
rush of wage cuts and 
staff cuts caused by the 


PARKS convener Councillor 
Danny Crawford s running 
re trouble over his dream 
chunk of Glasgow Green to 
private leisure developers. 

The South Area Management 
Committee say the proposals will 
“deprive residents of a free public 
facility, currently heavily used”. 

‘A pity the politicians had not 


consulted the yoters first. 


They would have saved £100,000 
in consultancy fees and other costs. 


Government's privati- | because there ate now to0 
many windaw factories, 

both public and private 
ranufacturing 
recently gone 
down the tbe and at least 
two companies are up for 


sation pressure. 
Which makes it strange 
that Glasgow has decided to 
invest £60,000 in setting up 
its own window-making 
factory. 
Particularly at this time. 
Seven other Scottish | y 


Some 
units have 


sale. 


‘on the window bandwagon. 


gins are evaporating | tate 


with Royalty, 


Me fears that Bailie 
MeLean and his 
local authorities are already | haniing and works depart 
ment are entering the Win 

And so-called profit mar- | dow game five years too 


ARLES Davison, conven- 
er of Arts & Culture, and his 
deputy Tommy Dingwall seem to 
be taking themselves seriously. 
Both were raging when, through 
aslip up, they weren't presented to 
Prince Edward on his recent visit. 
They even lodged an official 
complaint with Susan Baird, 
Labour stalwarts of yesteryear 
wouldn't haye done somersaults 
over the chance to shake hands 


SELL-OUT 


AREER year of twidating ir hardy 
the housing department are preparing 
Another grandiose plan to rescue Damley. 

This estate's a disaster area with empty 
houses and no-one wanting to move 

But housing director David Comely has 
come fo rather obvious conclusion, 

The plan is to hand the whole area over 
to a housing association and private 
builders and fet them inherit the council's 
‘management problem. 


pain 


HE latest count 

shows £13 mil- 
lion being used to 
underwrite Culture 
Year events, 

Next year's pro- 
jected shortfall is 
the same figure. 

When next year's 
poll tax rises are 
announced, many 
punters will ask the 
obvious question, 

But, it's interest- 
ing to note £2500 
has been allotted to 
bring @ bit of culture 
to 20 kids’ galas 
‘around the city. 

Cash will go to 
the stilted figure of 
Big Rory, a hit at the 
Garden Festival 

Behind the garb is 
Mike Rowan, Not 
bad work at £125 a 
shift 


YY UR Backbonchor doos a good job Keeping us 
Informed of the daft ways our Labour- 
controlled council wastes our money. 

The £41,000 being spent on a stand in the 
Modern Homes Exhibition Is typical of their halr- 


rained Ideas. 
The council seem to have lost touch with the 
wishes and needs of the very people who elected 

‘them to power. 
‘A. MeWard, Chapel Stroet, Rutherglen. 


(OVRITE TO: SOAP BOY, THE GLASWEGLAN, 40 ANDERSTON QUAY, OLLSGOW, 
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Parking at 
a premium 


OMMUTERS are being told to keep 
their cars out of the city or pay for 

it ... with a FIVE-FOLD increase 
Roads bosses are trying to keep prime city centre 


parking spaces for shoppers. 
‘And so they are to increase the price of long-term car park- 


the centre of Glasgow. 
a duanerly season tick [SY GILLIAN WEIR 


for a city centre car-park is 4 the tumover in short-term 
set lo rocket ftom £115 (0 parking spaces isn’t bettered. 
£585, “We are trying to encour- 


‘And workers who want to age short stays in car parks 
pay daily for an eight-hour instead of parking en-strect, 
stay will have to pay £10~ "This will release kerb- 
at the moment i's just £3. side spaces for shoppers and 
James McArthur, assistant people requiring access to 
director of roads, said: “We uplift or deliver goods.” 
are planning major increases To give shoppers further 
in long stay rates to dissuade incentive lower minimum 
commuters from using city fees will be introduced, 
centre car parks. ‘The charge for stays of 
“The commercial viability one hour or tess will be cut 
of the city centre will suffer from 60p to 30p. 
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Glasgow’s Glasgow and the Year of Culture: 


David Kemp digs on underneath the arches 


A PROLONGED and seri- 
ous epidemic of White- 
house Syndrome (the ten- 
dency to sayand dounfor- 
tunate things whilesuffer- 
ing from mental black- 
outs) appears to have 
gripped Glasgow City 
Chambers over the past 
year. For as the Glasgow's 
Glasgow scandal begins to 
assume epic proportions, 
the politicians are sud- 
denly queuing up to 
swear, hands on hearts, 
thatthey had no idea what 
was going on, M’Lud. 

With the brokers’ men 
at the doors of the Fiihr- 
erbunker, the search for 
scapegoats (as we pre- 
dicted in the last issue of 
ArtWork) is now on with a 
vengeance. Thus, under 
the headline “Not our 
Fault, says Lally,” the Fve- 
ning Times of October 2 
reported an important 
announcement from the 
beleaguered city boss, 
who increasingly re- 
sembles Arthur Daley 
rather than Mayor Daley. 
“Administrative ineffi- 
ciency is not the council’s 
responsibility”, he de- 
clared, before going on to 
claim that “the problems 
appear to lie with the or- 
anising company or its 
Sivisers Well, te would, 
wouldn’t he? 

Jean McFadden, the 
City Treasurer, also made 
it clear that she was not 
going to carry the can. “I 
think we've been badly let 
down,” she said. “There’s 
no excuse for what ap- 
pears to be mismanage- 
ment. The organisation 
has been appalling. There 
should have been contin- 
ued referral to the people 
who have to pay the bill, 
It’s outrageous.” 

Pride of place, how- 
ever, in this fantastic 

_ world of self-delusion, 
‘ must go to Geoffrey Kitt, 
fhe partner from ouch) 
Ross, Glasgow's % 

accountants, whose report 
to the festivals sub-com- 


mittee that finally decided 
toturn off the financial tap 
(yes, it is a bit late) was 
compared toa script from 
Yes, Minister. How did he 
explain the latest financial 
crisis (a mere matter of 
£700,000 for outstanding 
bills)? Well, abreak-in had 
meant extra spending on 
security, and extended 
opening hours had re- 
sulted in light bulbs fail- 
ing. Light bulbs, forsooth, 
with £4.6m down the 
tubes so far! 

But while the politi- 
ciansdived for cover, Neil 
Wallace, the “depute di- 
rector of festivals” and 
author of the notorious 
“letter from the bunker”, 
was still doing his cele- 
brated fire-fighting act, 
valiantly throwing more 
petrol on the flames. “It’s 
not really a financial flop, 


last year. The plain fact is, 
however, that these exhi- 
bitions had nothing what- 
soever to do with Paris or 
Berlin being selected as 
European Capital of Cul- 
ture, 

Berlin, Berlin, moun- 
ted in the city’s Martin 
Gropiusbau as part of 
Berlin’s 750th anniversary 
celebrations, took place in 
1987, the year before it be- 
came European Capital of 
Culture. Last year’s Paris 
exhibitions were part of 
the Bicentennial of the 
French Revolution and, 
although I was at most of 
them, I can remember no 
reference whatsoever to 
the Year of Culture. To 
claim that they were put 
onas part of itis, of course, 
silly nonsense. But itisalso 
revealing. Only someone 
so used to spending other 


“The budget for Glasgow’s 


Glasgow ... is £3.8m. 


be recouped 


m ission 


ticket sales, performance and 
events, retail sales and 


spons orship.” —_  pRessHANDOUT 


if you look atit in terms of 
the comparative cost of 
otherexhibitions”, he told 
Scottish Television. 
“There have been compa- 
rable exhibitions, never in 
this country, of course. 
It’s, not really been at- 
tempted.” So it’s per ardua 
ad astra, certainly as far as 
deficits are concerned. 
But if he is going to 
lecture the backward be- 
nighted peasantry on 
their parsimony, Mr Wal- 
lace really should bemore 


Berlin, Berlin, which was 
staged over a shorter pe- 
riod in Berlin, cost a very 
significant amount of 
money more”, and that 
that was also true of the 
Paris exhibitions staged 


people's money, as Mr 
a 


is will 


tion, as the EC press office 
in Brussels were happy to 
confirm for me. The aim, 
set out in a Resolution of 
the Council of Ministers of 
June 15, 1985, is merely to 
“open up to the European 
public particularaspects of 
the culture of the city, re- 
gion or country concer- 
ned”. How it does it is its 
own affair. 

But the STV reporter 
did not make it up her 
story. Why should she? 
No, she was briefed by 
somebody desperate to in- 
sert another picce of misin- 
formation into the debate. 
It’s an old familiar story. 
As the chickens come 
home to roost, and the 
“please sir, it wisn’ac me” 
brigade try to cover their 
backs, what better scape- 
goat than one on the other 
end of a Sabena flight? I 
fear, however, that we may 
have to look rather closer 
to home. 

I do not suggest that 
Neil Wallace was the an- 
onymous source of this 
report. He has shot himself 
in the foot so publicly and 
so often that an eleventh- 
hour attack of reticence 
would seem out of charac- 
ter. No, we shall have to 


Hlace_so_obviously-is, search elsewhere. But it is 


‘ould imply that a poor 
ity like Glasgow, with so 
many pressing urba 


problems and with noth! 


ing in particular to cele-) 
brate, sould seek to emu- 
Jatethe expenditure of two 
of the richest European 
capitals on the commemo- 
ration of great events in 
their history. 

This manipulation of 
the facts is bad enough. 
But I was more disturbed 
by another aspect of the 
same Scottish Television 
report. The unidentified 
reporter began by saying 
that “every capital of cul- 
ture is obliged to mount a 
project reflecting its city 
life.” This is untrue. It is 
not under an obligation to 
mountany eventorexhibi- 


worth placinga footnote to 
his bland assertion that 
jwhen we “bear in mind the 

nomic impact on the 


being assessed by an inde- 
pe ‘pert, we'll find 
thd f subsidy from 
the etyCouncil is really 


money very well spent.” 
Subsidy? Let us refresh 
our memories. According 
toa “progress report to the 
press”, dated December 4, 
1989, which I have before 
me, “the budget for 
Glasgow's Glasgow itself, 
agreed with the principal 
backers, the City of Glas- 
gow District Council, is 
£3.8m. This will be recouped 
from admission ticket sales, 
performance and events, re- 
tail sales and sponsorship 
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(my italics).” This did not 
include, of course, the re- 
furbishment of the 
Arches, costing £1.2m, 
funded by the SDA, 
Strathclyde Region and 
the British Rail Property 
Board, (and nor, ofcourse, 
does the current £4.6m 
deficit). 

Now we are told by 
Douglas Clelland, inter- 
viewed in the Glasgow 
Herald of September 14, 


“T have come 
back and have 
been living 
here for three 
years to do this 
project. To be 
honest, my or- 
bit as a Glaswe- 
gian is inter- 
national. It is 
not dependent 


on this city.” 
DOUGLAS CLELLAND 


—Sa 
under the headline “Glas- 

ow Knew What it Was 

‘aking On”, that “every 
city of culture has been 
funded by city and state 
government”. He at least 
has no worries. “I have 
come back and have been 
living here for three years 
to do this project, and to 
be honest, my orbit as a 
Glaswegian is interna- 
tional. It is not dependent 
on this city.” Nice ‘one, 
Doug. The poll tax-payers 
in Easterhouse, Drum- 
chapel and Castlemilk 
may well reflect envi- 
ously on the fact that you 
are in “the lucky position 
of looking forward to 
other major commis- 
sions” while they stay on 
here to foot your bills next 
year. But, then, their orbit 
is not “international”. 


like me, some may not 
understand how you get 
away with it. 

But none of us should 


Fide Ehon 
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dudes 


This could explain why. UOWC 


be in this position. In Sep- 
tember, 1989, more than a 
year ago, Elspeth King 
prepared a list of 24 ques- 
tions about Glasgow's 
Glasgow for her boss, Jul- 
ian Spalding, one of the 
four council department 
heads “safeguarding the 
city’s investment” on the 
exhibitions board, They 
were to be put to Clelland 
on September 18 during a 
council inspection of his 
offices, then in Washing- 
ton Street, The project was 
even then in crisis, and 
some on the council 
wanted to withdraw sup- 
port. But as we all know, 
support continued. But 
were the questions ever 
put, and did the council 
leaders, now protesting 
their ignorance, know. 
their content? 

Most of the questions 
contain detailed criticisms 
oftheexhibition plans. But 
question 23 is direct and to 
the point. “Who,” Miss 
King asks, “vetted this 
project and its directors, 
Clelland and Bampton, in 
the first place? What is 
their record, and where 
can it be seen? Where are 
their achievements? 
Where were they before 
1990 was announced? 
Where will they be in 
19912” 

Would that we knew 
all the answers. The cur- 
riculum vitae submitted 
by Douglas Clelland, on 
the desk before me as 1 
writa, covers halfa page of 
A4. It does not say where 
hewasborn oreducated. It 
does say that he is “princi- 
pal architect” of the archi- 
tectural practice, Clelland 
Associates, formed in 
1974, and that he is “cur- 
rently undertaking pro- 
jects in London, Berlin, 
Copenhagen and Glas- 
gow.” There is a list of 
teaching jobs and the fact 
that he has “published ex- 
tensively on architectural 
history, architecture and 
Philosophy, and architec 


tural design”, A list of 31 
publications (magazine 
articles) is attached. 
About halfare on German 
subjects, most of them on 
Berlin. Not one is identifi- 
able as having anything 
remotely to do with Glas- 
gow, far less Scotland. Of 
experience in organising 
exhibitions, far less an ex- 
hibition costing (so far) 
£4.6m, there appears to be 
little, if any, trace. 

How on earth, then, 
did a chap like our Doug, 
an international thinker 


“This exhibition is an 


imposition... . 


or of the people of Glasgow. 


It is a classic e 


cultural imperialism, done in 
he cause of economics.” 


and teacher, find himself 
sitting on top of a cash 
mountain in the centre of 
Glasgow? Well, we do 
knowthat hewas teaching 
at the Mackintosh School 
of Architecture in 1987 
when David Harding's 
students from the Depart- 
ment of Environmental 
Sculpture, found the 
Arches. Bingo! Doug was 
in there, Poor Harry Dia- 
mond, the city PR man, 
must rue the day he 
opened that letter from 
Clelland, dated July 9, 
1987: 

“Since our meeting, I 
have spent some time 
developing initial ideas 
about an exhibition that 
might be relevant for the 


lace.” Thesluice gates, that suspect, mean keeping the 
were to drain away so. “key jobs” in the festivals 
much of Glasgow's 1990 anlyZ7 Meanwhile, te 
budget, were beginning to / <ty’s cash crisis could\ 
open. | force the sale of the City 

That the Glasgow's| Halls, and see the closure 
Glasgow débacle is now) ofanotherseven halls,two 
unwinding should be bad| smaller museums and the 
news for Palmer and Wal-| City Chambers shop. Next 
lace. It should also be bad/ year’s exhibition pro- 
news for the four Glasgow, gramme at the McLellan 
district council officials or} Galleries is also threat- 


board, Julian Spalding), least, part of the Glasgow 


concerts in the new hall, 
which I find pleasingly 
intimate with plenty of 
space for the intervals (al- 
though the prices in the 
restaurant are outrageous 
jand the acoustics sound 
dodgy to say the least). In 
the past month have seen 
lexcellent performances, 
like the Poulenc and Fauré 
programme given by 


Lille with Margaret Mar- 


the Glasgow's Glasgow!, ened. And, last but not lee National de 
{ 


(museums), William Eng-} Green could be swallowed 
lish (finance), Christopher] by the developers on a/ 
Purslow (architecture)! 125-yearlease. 
The hunt is now on for 
the statistics to justify the 
Year of Culture, Already 
figures like £1bn injection 
into the city economy are 
being bandied about, pre- 
sumably leaks from the 
‘independent’ Myer- 
scough study, not offi- 
cially due to until Febru- 
ary. They should be 
treated with the same 
and James Rae (planning). scepticismas ArtWorkhas, 
But the cover-up has be- for the past year, treated 
gun. “Both Labour leader the hype surrounding the 
councillor Patrick Lally Year of Culture, There are 
and City Treasurer Mrs also still too many unan- 
Jean McFadden were at swered questions that 
pains to point out that the must not be forgotten as 
officials had been fed inac- the self-congratulation 
curate information,” the begins. 
Glasgow Herald reported. Forinstance, what was 
With the scramble for spent on advertising Glas- 
jobs post-1990 already on, gow’s Glasgow? If it was as 
and with much council much as I think it was, 
junketing still to come with that money | could 
(with the opening of the have attracted half a mil- 
Royal Concert Hall -arise lion people toa display of 
Sir Patrick), it would be Julian Spalding’s old 
convenient if Doug Clel- socks. 
land, John Bampton and, And how many of that 
of course, the faceless bu- half million were Strath- 
reaucrats in Brussels, clyde schoolchildren and 
could satisfy the public “guests of the city”, 


It is not by, for 


cample of 


ELSPETH KING 


thirst for blood. After all, dragged there without a 
events to be held in 1990.1~as Stuart Gulliver, the)choice. How much “reve- 
attach a copy of my sug\ chief ive lass nue” did they represent? 


gestions, at present with gor 
title “Glak- cy, 


XS 


lords and thetember, the city needs “a 


the workin; 
gow - the 

Stones” (the unfortunate 
acronym, TWATS, led to 
the later change of name). 
“| would appreciate 
greatly if you would dis- 
cuss this idea with Robert 
Palmer and Neil Wal- 


Development-Agen- Indeed, how much was 
id at the end of Sep- spent on providing free 
transport to and from 
Glasgow's Glasgow? If 
councillors are interested, 
Ican provide a long list of 
questions like these. 


major event every two or 
three years to sustain the 
momentum.” 

Tentative plans, he 


revealed, were already 
being made for the next 
“big event”. That will, I 


Like most Glaswe- 
gians, | intend to enjoy the 
splendid season of winter 


shall, and at least one fine 
exhibition, Jude Burk- 
hauser’s “Glasgow Girls”, 
at Kelvingrove. There is 
much that is good going on | 
every day in Glasgow at } 
the moment. 

Why then devote so 
much space, over so many 
months, to one exhibition? 
The answer is simple, and 
it was put well by Elspeth 
King in another of her 
questions for that fateful 


1989, when Cea SCs 
when Glisgow"s Glas- 
"gow could and should have 
been stopped in its tracks. 

“This city has suffered 
horribly from planners, 
social engineers, architects 
who trained with Lego 
from the breezeblock and 
stickabrick school, and 
entrepreneurs who sce 
where the fast buck can be 
turned,” she wrote. “This 
exhibition is an imposition 
in the same vein. It is not 
by, for or of the people of 
Glasgow. It is a classic 
example of cultural impe- 
rialism, done in the cause 
of economics.” 

For good or ill, it does 
symbolise the new Glas- 
gow created by Dr Michael 
Kelly. “When developers 
visited the City Chambers, 
they used to creep inat the 
side door,” I was told last | 
week, “Now the council- 
lors bring them in at the 
front door, one on cach 
ee 

But if Glasgow is now 
up for sale, there must at 
least be debate ~ here, in 
these columns, if nowhere 
else. 


, 


Tok Of ear spe, oF possibl 
heart and kidicy defect 
Sir Donald's advice 
overturns the age-old rec- 
ommendation to pregnant 
Women to eat liver regular- 


in eggs, BSE in cattle, and 
now this. 

“Three months ago the 
House of Commons select 
committee on agriculture, 
in its report on BSE, urged 


ly because of the fortifying the Government to set up 
iron it contains. an expert committee to ex- 
He said they should now amine the whole range of 


¢al more lean red meat, 


“ animal feeds and advise on 
fortified breakfast cereals, ¥ 


how the industries whic 


By BENEDICT BROGAN 


THE results of a contro 
versial survey of public 
attitudes towards a pro- 
posed £40m development 
on Glasgow Green, an- 
nounced yesterday, were 


clearly expressed their 
opposition.” 

The council wants to de~ 
velop a leisure and 
recreational facility on the 
football pitches at Flesh- 
ers’ Haugh, as part of the 


greeted with derision by Glasgow Labour group's 
the project’s opponents commitment to improving 
despite overwhelning to {cilities in the Green. 


The full survey will not 

y be released until the Li 
bour group has had a 
chance to discuss it ne 
Wednesday. Details of the 
answers to the survey's 19 
questions were unavail- 
able from the market 


cal support for the plan. 

The survey, by Glas 
District Council’s market 
information team, claims 
that 75% of the people 
questioned support the 
idea of a developmen 
69% are prepared to pay 


£3 to use it information team. A 

However politicians, ace SPOKesman said: “We'll 

tivists, and academies leave that to the poli- 
ticians,”” 


sterday were lining up to 
‘ack the validity of the 
survey, describing it as a 
ased attempt by the 


The politicians, in the 
form of Mr Danny Craw- 
ford, convener of Glas- 
gow’s parks and recreation 
committee, wasted no time 
yesterday in defending the 
survey. 

Mr Crawford said 
“Any attack on the surV 
is an attack on the integri- 
ly of those who carried it 


council to drum up politi- 
cal ammunition to defend 
the development 

Ms 


Elaine Smith, a 


Glasgow Green Cam- 
aid: "We simply do 


survey ; 
isofany importance what-  OUN And that is 
soever. The End 

ae The council argues that 


Management: Committe 
Labour _ politicians, 
the local community have 


Fleshers’ Haugh is_ not 
part of Glasgow Green 


wonale. 

He denied he was over- 
reacting, saying: “You 
have to remember that we 
are finding in liver quani 
ties of vitamin A which are 
equivalent to between four 
and 12 times the maximum 
recommended daily intake 
during pregnai 

He added: “The cs 
of high vitamin A levels in 


“THE National Farmers! 
Union supported the ad- 
vice on vitamin 
spokesman. sai 
farming community, will 
do whatever possible to 
co-operate with the re 
search undertaken, We 
will assist the Ministry of 
Agriculture in any appro- 
priate 


Mixed reaction on survey | 
for Fleshers’ Haugh project 


from council leader Mr 
Patrick Lally. who said: 
“Whether this was in any 
way related to the poll tax 
or Whatever. we have no 
way of knowing. 

‘The proposed leisure fa- 
cilities, which would 
include a water park, cine- 
mas, and recreational 
areas, received an 82% 
favourable response from 
the under-25s 

The survey was broken 
down into two categories, 


and is eligible 
development. 

The survey of 1330 ad- 
dresses. drew only 690 
responses. While 231 peo- 
ple refused to participate, 
the pollsters were unable 


for 


and a further 78 
8 Were found to 


rate of re- 
described as 


Paisley College, who ana- 


) city and local. Of the 407 
lysed the survey in August people questioned — city- 
for the Save Glasgow wide, 307 were said to be 
Green Campaign. in favour, 63 against, and 


The low response rate 
drew a defensive reaction 


37 did not know or did not 
answer, 


Hampton & MC Murray 


Glasgow's Family Fu: 


ANNUAL 


STOCKTAKING 


ishers 


STRATHCLYDE | 


STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
GLASGOW DIVISION 


SCOTTISH CERTIFICATE OF 
EDUCATION 1991 EXAMINATIONS 


EXTERNAL 
CANDIDATES 


Any person resident within the Glasgow Division and 
not in attendance at Day Schools or Further 
Education Colleges may apply to be presented as an 
External Candidate at the above examinations. 
Candidates are required to give details of courses 
followed, educational attainments, etc. 
Application forms may be obtained from 
Divisional Education Officer, 
Community Education Service, 
155 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 2SQ, 
to whom they should be returned, duly 
completed no later than Friday, 2 
November. 1990. 

FRANK PIGNATELLI 

Director of Education 


the 


Strathclyde 
WE'RE HERE FOR YOU 


THREE PIECE SUITES 
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‘Sure 
OCCASIONAL CHAIRS 
Pay 


RECLINER CHAIRS 
£58200 
aac 


Sates, 


@Rolf helps 
the kids 


ROLF HARRIS is 
to take to the stage 
of the new Royal 
Concert Hall in a 
charity night for 
Save the Children, 
Organisers hope 
to raise around 
£18,000 at the 
celebrity event on 
November 18, 


@History in 
the making 
THE history of the 
South Side is to be 
re-enacted in 
Unique theatre event. 

‘A cast of 50 locals 
will Star In Phoents, 

se Again at Cath? 
cart Old Parish 
Church from Novem- 
ber 103. 


Coming 


up roses 


WORK Is due to 
start next month on 
an office develop- 
ment on the former 
Garden Festival 
site, 

It's all part of a 
master plan to 
develop the 80-acre 
site and river basin 
at Princes Dock. 

Future phases 
include residential 
housing, landscap- 
ing and a marina, 


result of spiralling infla- 
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ROM the tenements of 

the 30s to the modern 
day music scene ... 

ery aspect of Glasgow life 
comes under scrutiny as book- 
worms prepare for the Scottish 
Book Fair, from October 20 to 
November 3. 

For once there will be a chance 
to see the faces behind the covers 
as the writers come to town. 

Contemporary wr 
wouldn't be the same without 
Glasgow's own John Byme. 


i 


By ANGELA DEWAR 


The writer of the smash-hit 
‘Tulti Frunti will be signing copies 
of the literary version of the 
current BBC series Your Cheatin’ 
Heart at Volumes, Queen Street, 
‘on October 24. 

Author of Up Oor Close, Jean 
Faley, will talk about working- 
clase life in Glasgow at the start 
of the century on October 25 at 
‘Waterstone's, Union Street 

Professor Archie Roy will talk 


Writers uncovered 


about poltergeists, hauntings and 

sirange things that go bump in the 

night at Bishopbriggs Library on 
nigh 


copies ofthe book on bis 
sgo Rab C. Nesbitt, written 
by lan Pattison, at W. H. Smith, 
Argyle Street this Saturday. 

For a full list of current Scot- 
tich publications and appearances 
by writers, see Book News, 
available at libraries and book: 
shops, 


PERSONAL 


FLikKEMINDS" 4 


will introduce you to 
‘thors who think and 
fed as you do - 
Groon issues, Yoga, 
Spiritual Awareness ete. 
Momborsip £24.50 tr ayaa, 
‘Writa to, 
Box No, 13, Largs, 
Aryshiro, KA30 BHG or 
Telephone 0294 602845 
anytime. 


S.AE. appreciated 
KO 4 


TO ADVERTISE H 
PHONE (041) 22 


MODELLING 


you or your 


0898 314914 
ear 
ocaa tae 
{12439 peri ches, tp ear es 


MODELLING 


Cash slash 
sparks fury 


By ANGELA DEWAR 
OLL_ tax 
protestors 

have slammed 

the region’s 
multi-million 
pound cuts to 
local services. 
They claim the £23 
million slash_is noth- 
ing to do with non- 
payment of the tax. 
Jim Cameron, chair- 
man of the Strathclyde 
Anti-Poll Tax Federation, 
id: “These cuts are a 


CHARLES GRAY “Be 
tion and cuts in central 
Government grants, 

“However, if the poll 
tax is not defeated then it 
will cause problems for 
local Government finance 
inthe tong 

Approval of the cuts 


to help 
buy their homes is 
to be extended, 

The Rents to 
follows recem plains wo | Mortgages gives 
slash nearly £10 million | more people the 
off education spending, a | hance to buy their 
move that infuriated | house. 
student leaders Itis aimed at peo- 

But Charles Gray, | ple with modest 


> 
4 poll tax claims. 


He sai 
PP cnt of our total 


comes from the poll tax. 
use we have only 


coll 


d around 


oush 


pounds co us a 
honsense to say 
isn’t going 
serious trouble. 


erm, 


leader of Strathelyde 
region, hit back at the 


"About 20 per 


cent of that there is obvi 
serious shortfall 
It means millions of 


incomes, different 
from the Right to 
scheme. 
is hoped to 
bring Scattish home 
ownership to more 
than 70 per cent, 
Until: now "the 
Rents to Mortgages 
scheme has only 
been available to 
Scottish Homes and 
New Town Develop- 
ment Corporation 
tenants. 


incom 


85 per 


HYPNOSIS 
Stress Management 
Confidence 
‘Smoking 
Weight Controt 
Tel: 041-644 1333 
r dim Stewart, D Hy FIHE. 


KER HRERER 
CRAIGALIO 
‘Tho Palrist willbe happy 10 
‘eo clents 
‘4 and new at his new atice 
trom Ociobor 23d. 

7 Buchanan Street 
(6th Floor) (naxt to Frasers) 
‘Direct th avalable. 

‘Tels O41 248 6696 or 
‘041 644 4230 
OR ek 


STeP2, LUSTER... 
StEP3, DATE: 


0898 200970 


Gateway 
Instant Prize 
wanted! 
Right Half of Moira 
Please contact 
041-649-792 


CAROUSEL NURSERY} 
Fulltime and pas time places 
svalable fr babi, lode: 
‘ad 3.5 your otis, 
‘Open 830 am- 8.20 pm 
‘Cly Cente eeation 
(Oualtod Primary toachor 
SNNES. tat 
Tel: 2044815 


iTV OROIBER 


TONE o 8 


STRANGE attitudes are held by NALGO, the 
union that looks after local authortiy wor 
industry where a redundaney is a rarity. 

With £7500 in focal funds, the local branch had hefore 
them a proposal to send some financial help t0 the 
striking North Sea vil workers ~ an industry where no job 
is secure. 

The Clydeside clerks pondered tong on how much 
should be donated. 

Finally « motion suggesting all of £50 was put up, And 
defeated. 

‘Anuther example uf solidarity on once Red Clydesie 


First cut is 
the deepest 


ABOUR can’t use 

the word cutbacks. 
Only Tories do that 
type of thing. 

Pat Lally and company are 
busy masterminding a spending 
review. 

“The resson, of course, is that costs 
.nd the poll tax money. 

Area management 
‘been warned: “Con- 
centrate your considerations more on 
reductions than on growth. 

‘All kind of options are coming from 
the ans and culture boys... like closing 
museums, 

‘And closing local 
libraries at Darnley, 
Halfway, Springboig 
and Mosspath, 

All this from the 
party who gave you 
the “money no object” 
City of Culture year, 


HE 


knowned for such things 
as financial prudence. 


Jazz Festival knocks that 
theory 


ally made money and they 
hept wit 


lure year acts could not 
have 
|juzzmen’s tune, 


community 
business at Darnley 
hhas gone down the 
idation tube .. 

Just like a number of management plan, 
other such council- 


JAZZMEN are tr 
tionally not re- 


THE hair-nosed 
estates department 
are delighted. 

They've secured a home 
for Rutherglen library - for 
arent of only £1 "if asked" 

Premises in Greenhill 
Road are being made avail- 
able by the Baptist Church 
while a £570,000 moderni- 
sation scheme goes ahead, 

If the boot was on the 
jather foot, it would be dif- 
ficult 10 see the estates 
team giving away premises, 


he balance sheet of 
sgow International 


This 


sar’s festival actu- 


in budget. 
A pity other funded cul- 


followed — the 


A full-time job creating jobs 


subsidised enterprises mean more public cash 
throughout the being involved. And it 
Now council officials certainly creates careers 
are preparing a new for the white collar 
chaps who run this 

concern, 


It will, of course, 


Al 
RON DAVEY 


Bet it’ll 


er bookie's 
in the north 
has risen 
again. 

The appli- 
cation was 
turned down. 


Sprin; 
counefilor 


Ron | Davey 
1e Oppo- 
sition. 

He asked a 
number of 
questions 
reg the 
ownership of 
the burned- 
out house 
site. 

And he 
added that 
there was 
nothing to 
stop the 
house at 335 
Edgefauld 
Road being 
rebuilt ... as 


'& SLENDERTONE Gos your 
"gure ito shape; hia aonde 

tae. Tat €38 6258, 

ACCIDENT AT WORK? For nx 
ital tree adview on. daring 
‘compensation cal: Gantwate & 
Astocates, Safoly Gonnutants 
fon’ 0357- 20002 

ALEXANDER Tochniauo, For 
fessons’ or information ‘Tel O8t 
357 3698. 

‘AUDRA Tarot Conauten, 12 
Renfold St For pany, private 
Docking Tot 240 G72 or 4z2 


CHROPODIST, Stale A 
See 0 Bae St Bee 
or S50 7aRe Yor home 


CLOTHING _ALTERAnONS. 
Ehsap Haves. Tot Ost ova bet 


DIAL YOUR Fortine. Haro your 
founa tol by telephone, Dial 
{545 690807 and speck to ona 
of our specaly ined tea. 
‘hone forte tars. 
ESTELLE Tarot Card; con. 
Sunanipayche wit roveal your 
‘ture: fave; hick and forure in 
Your own home through he an 
Bont ends Tt 62 #57 
EXERCISE oquipmont for hiro 
hess rowers: tdi te 
Batvery"sorvice et O61 635 
8855 e 0860 470759, 
EXERCISE  Eauioment and 
Eunbods ohio, Crores bos, 
‘owing machines, muds ae 
‘ade wiasce 

EXODUS. ited ineratonal 
psychic eonsutan and medium. 
‘Your probleme are my business. 
Genuine foxdngs” wih. api 
quaance, Ta araret on 690 
‘sree 07 

GENUINE Psychic Fortune 
Sal Vanya Tot: 54a 6760, 
GENUINE Readings. Party 
Eooklngs. Spedal ates, Hous 
Hoe ttia eo aco 

HAIR” AUVE Cuts, poms 
siroaks, In your home 673 
7487, Niavoas. 
HAIRDRESSING Gul up at 
fine, Peming. estouieg and 
Soaking: OAP' MowTuvs. 
ress 

HERBALIFE the simple dot for 
busy, people, no calene 
eouming? castes or exces, 
‘Faror 320588 Evenags) 
HYPNOSIS the Harvest Cine. 
Smoking 1 session, Successful 
‘wohl oes programme, Sires 
hd ‘confidence. buiKing. Con: 
Satan Angela “rsinee 
MAD.cH Tl 239 0070 
HYPNOSIS." Enviled ruse, 
Hop. sreking. "One sension 
‘Woh control Brochure, Grace 
Dally GH. Tol 3543030, 
HYPHOTHERAPY And 
Paychothotsny: Collate, Scat 
DUM" DHYP: menor of 
Bash Counc of Hypnatat Ex- 
fntnora. TW O41 357 2482, 
HYPNOTHERAPY 98,000 
people ear bo wrong wto have 
Fon como o met and bonfted 


Ronaid 8. Marra MCE. (ost 


ee | i37. 


Pontcost He, Bele tony, 
For mere hformation. To 04: 
a-7047 

GRATEFUL thanks to Sacred 
Hoar and Bt, Juda. Mite 
GRATEFUL thanks to Sacred 
Hoa and 8, Jude, HL 


WAS SIZE 20, Pri now size 12. 
‘Asko how. Karon 9¢2 6086, 
LAST PERSON te doscond nar- 
‘ow ewpeled stsrway, Hove. 
shoe Bar Restawant. Reward 
Wine date and tine, Urpen. J 
Andrews,” 8 Diboth Pac, 
Glsgent 

MADAM KARINA Sexton's 
Laty Ghost Hinior.Paimist 
daivoyant past, presant and 
future. "Heath, “weal love 
buss and matige, Now 6 
ayia Acad (nh Ag 
‘Maen, Arpt Sorted on 
ght upstairs 

WAKE” new tends. by pon. 
Deal SAE. Paula P 

738, Glasgow, Gad INH 


GRATEFUL tharks to Sacred 


anewored. Sill praying. CD. 
THANKS Sacred Hoat ol Joous 
{or fayoutsanaororod. MY. 
THANKS. fo. St. Cisie for 
prayers answored. MK. 
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76m, 
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“PRINTING SERVICES* 
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The quiet outsider y. 
whose call sign 
is Andy Capp 
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that was hijacked by 
the concept cowboys 
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Glasgow Green leisure centre 


‘could be obsolete in 20 vears 


THE proposed £40m_ lei- 
sure complex on Fleshers’ 
Haugh at Glasgow Green 
could be obsolete within 
20 years of being built, one 
of the developers said yes- 
terday, confirming the 
fears of protesters against 
the scheme, 

However, Mr David 
Sterland, manayping diree- 
tor of London-based 
Citygrove Leisure, said 
this was not necessarily a 
bad thing 

Citygrove ts one of three 
developers chosen by 
Glasgow District Council 
to submit plans for the re- 
development of Fleshers’ 


Haugh, on the banks of 


the Clyde, into a massive 
complex involving a water 
theme park, sports hall, 
night club, multi-sceen 
cinema, display gardens, 
and hotel. 

Senior councillors say 
the proposal would en- 
hance a semi-derelict area 
of Glasgow Green and be- 
come a major asset for 
families from all over the 
city, as well as tourists. 

Protest groups say it will 
destroy the character of 


the park and introduce 
charges which many peo- 
ple in the city would not be 
able to afford 

A report by a council 
official, which has so far 
not been made public, is 
said to have described the 
three designs submitted as 
being uninspiring, with the 
prediction that the devel- 
opment could be obsolete 
within 20 years 

At) Citygrove Mr 
Sterland confirmed that it 
was fair to say that such 
developments might have 
only a 20-year life-span, 
but that could be a good 
thing, as it would allow 
new buildings to be builtin 
their place, rather than 
maintaining older build- 
ings which had outlived 
their usefulness, 

This was true, he said, 
not only of leisure devel- 
opments but also of, for 
example, factories which 
can become obsolete rela- 


lively quickly as 
manufacturing methods 
change. 


Mr Sterland said it was 
a common expericnee for 
leisure developments to at- 


tract a degree of criticism 
which did not affect other 
developments, such as re- 
tail) warehousing, which 
people were fairly indiffer- 
ent lo, 

“There would be a loss 
of open space, but we are 
not taking the whole of 
Glasgow Green away, or 
anything like it,” he said 
“LE suspect that Fleshers" 
Haugh is only used by a 
small minority and even 
then not intensively 

“What has to be taken 
into account is not just 
small pressure groups, but 
the needs of the people of 
Glasgow as a whole. 

“People are always ar- 
guing that there is nothing 
for young people to do 
and that they are left to 
hang around street cor- 
ners. How you go about 
solving that is by produc- 
ing facilities such as the 
Fleshers’ Haugh develop- 
ment for the young people 
to use as well as it being a 
family complex which 
would cater for all ages.” 

He added: “Very often 
the silent majority are nev- 
er properly represented.” 


There was no question 
about the demand for such 
faciliues, he said, other- 
wise they would not have 
been able to attract the in- 
terest of the proposed 
operators of the amenities 

As to the charge of the 
three proposals being un- 
inspiring, Mr Sterland said 
that, while he did not nee- 
essarily agree with such a 
criticism, any design had 
to be one which was af- 
fordable, and that so- 
called more inspiring 
designs were pointless if 
you could not then afford 
to build them. 

Another of the three 
prospective developers is 
Rank Leisure, where man- 
aging director Mr David 
Vaughan said he did not 
want to comment other 
than to say that the com- 
pany had responded to the 
brief produced by Glas- 
gow District Council and 
that it had produced what 
the council had asked for. 

In general though, he 
said that all planning ap- 
plications these days, 
attracted some form of 
criticism. 


9 


Rank were not only de- 
velopers, but would be 
operators of the site and 
with their SO years experi- 
ence in the leisure industry 
he had no doubts about 
the demand that there 
would be in Ghisgow for 
such a facility 

Councillors, stung by 
the criticism that the pub- 
hie have so far not been 
involved in the proposals, 
have delayed a tinal deci- 
sion until the plans of the 
three developers compet- 
ing for the contract have 
been put on public display. 

Objectors to the devel- 
opment are to hold a 
protest meeting on Friday 
at the Dolphin Arts Cen- 
tre, on the edge of 
Glasgow Green. 


Law posting 


Bearsden accountant 
Mr Gordon Anderson, 59, 
has been appointed by the 
Lord Advocate and the 
Lord Chancellor to be a 
member of the Council on 
Tribunals and its Scottish 
commiltee. 
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The words and the moans The, 
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Who pays price for 
Glasgow’s Glasgow 
deficit of £4.6m? 


ACROS: 


HOW NEWS se 
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GLASGOW’s £33m concert hall will 
run up an operational loss of more 
than £1m in its first financial year, 
finance director Bill English yester- 
day warned district councillors. 


The hall’s projected loss in 1991-92 
will be on a similar scale. 


Finance committee members earlier 


est this year approved a grant of 
rol £806,500 to Glasgow Cultural Enter- 
rd prises Ltd, the council front company 

that is responsible for operating the 
ne 


Concert hall runs u 


hall. To fupd the increased deficit 
councillors Yesterday approved a fur- 
ther grant of £243,500, 


The coungi in its budget estimates 
made provision in advance for an op- 
erational loss gn this scale. The hall’s 
capital 
charges 


: met through a separate 
council i 


wnt 


ar and associated loan 


The hall became operational in 
October, midway through the finan- 
cial year. Rent income from the main 


wh Sindies Doc 


auditorium charged at £2500 a day 
will bring in a projected £287,500 — 
about half of « full year’s earnings. 
Mr English said: “Costs, however, 
on staff and other items were incurred 
in the months before the opening.” 


A Humber of councillors expressed 
concern that a £1m loss for effectively 
a half year’s events could result in the 
loss figure doubling in a full year, 


However Mr English assured them 


that the first financial year was not a 
true picture of the hall’s revenue costs, 
He said: “It is not projected that the 
deficit in future years will be dramati- 
cally higher.” 

The revised estimate for 1990-91 
showed income of £609,500 und ex- 
penditure of £1,659,500 — deficit 
for the year of £1,050,000. 


Included in the income column is 
£10,000 of “bank interest” where ef- 
fectively the operating company was 


p £1m loss in first 


collecting interest on the council’s 
own money. 

On the expenditure side employee 
costs were £520,500; rent, rates and 
insurances £104,000; promotion, mar- 
keting and advertising £350,000; 
furniture and equipment £190,000; 
and, surprisingly for a new building, 
repairs and maintenance £100,000. 

More clues to the cost of culture in 
1990 emerged when the finance com- 
mittee turned to an application from 
Mayfest Ltd. 


Picture: DUNCAN DINGSDALE 


year 


During the city of culture year 
Mayfest’s box office and sponsorship 
income dropped. 


This resulted in a deficit of more 
than £100,000 and an accumulated 
loss of £151,000. The Mayfest 
organisers told the committee that 
they planned to eliminate their accu- 
mulated loss within three years. 


Councillors, without discussion, 
agreed to increase Mayfest’s grant for 
next year by £40,000 to £440,000. 


-: a. 


Monday 31 December 1990 
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HOME NEWS 5 


banks of Loch Lomond, repr 
sentatives ‘of 10 European ci 


ments during 1990. 
question that Gla 
set the example foi 
ies of Culture, 

Ina noisy pub n 


other group of people meet every 
week to discuss the same subject 
At their last meet 

tion was passed, The 
the Scotia Bar is the 
Aulturprovinz refuseniks, 

Michael Donnelly, once num- 
ber two at the People’s Palace, 
Glasgow's working. eritage 
museum, but now 


is a member of the Scoti 
-cullure known as Wot 
¥y, His front-page article 
Glasgow — Herald 


the 


autumn added a 


opinion that 1990 


sham. At the last 


“Our role is to hold up the real 


history and cultural expeticace of 
the city and say what they have 


promoted is a facsimile, 

Referring to the Gi - 
ter who played a key role in set- 
ting up the city of culture idea, he 


added: “Melina Mercouri didn't 
beli 


ve it was to be a machine for 


, along with the 
Booker Prize nominee James 
Kelman, Brendan McLaughlin, 
who runs the Scot iter Far- 
and militant pen- 
wage (once said to 
be capable of starting an argu- 
ment in an empty room) are 
among the core of Workers’ City. 

‘They claim the year of culture 
was about superimposing a glitzy 
¢ on the city designed to ap- 
peal to international investor 
Fortunes were spent when dere 


was 
handed a £2m advertising budget 
to gift wrap Glasgow. ‘The price 
will be a high poll tax for years. 

Only a few minutes walk from 


ics 
met,recently to discuss what Lord 
Ra described us 


A resolution was pussed to con- 
gratulate Glasgow on its achieve- 


the banks of 
the River Clyde in Glasgow, an- 


no resolu: 
snug” of 
entre of the 


employed 


for criticising the official celebra- 
tion i 


, ; 
the city... £100,000 in consul- 


Icy 


As Glasgow draws up accounts after its year as European City of Culture, James Cusick reports on a legacy of division 


Refuseniks attack ‘facsimile city’ 


IN A SECLUDED hotel on the 


the Scotia is the festival head- 
quarters, where a formal audit 
being prepared. The figures detail 
4,000 events and almost 10,000 
performances at a total cost of 
£50, District Council 
opened ial £15m fund. 
Strathclyde Region put up £2m 
and the Government's office of li- 
braries and arts £500,000, Spon- 
sorship, with an initial target of 
£1.4m, reached £5m. 
e audit will show enue 
sales and the amount 
Glasgow District will have to un- 
derwrite, That is likely to be pain- 
ful publicity for Pat Lally, leader 
of the Labour-controlled council. 
But in February another study, 
commissioned by the council, will 
estimate how much the local 
omy benefited from the four 
million visitors to Glasgow during, 
1990, attracted by concerts. by 
Luciano Pavarotti, Frank 
The Rolling Ston 
McCartney, Jessye Norman and 
the Berlin’ Philharmonic at the 
new Royal Concert Hall. 
The main post-mortem will 
concentrate on the 


newspaper in early ‘Oy role ig to “Glasgow's Glas- 


gow” exhibition, 


high-profile name holdup the the counci’s main 
to. the growing real cultural contribution. The 


architect, Doug 


was a marketing — experience of Clelland, was paid 


more than 


to 
vamp the arches beneath British 
Rail’s Central Station into a high- 
tech exhibition of Glasgow's heri- 
tage — duplicating the People’s 
Palace, which already had an in- 
ternational reputation, 

Glasgow's Glasgow” lost 
£4,6m and is the subject of an in- 
ternal council inquiry. 

In a recent BBC ti 
terview, Mr Lally admitted: 
were sold a lemon.” Mr Donnelly 
“L publicly said it was a tur- 
key and I ge 
while crowd: 

’s Glasgow 


up 345,649 on 1989 to 818,000, 
‘There were similar increases for 
other gal and theatres. The 
extra tourism brought extra cast 
— and may bring new industry. 
And if there was genuine ‘un- 
happiness, why did the people of 
Glasgow not complain more 
loudly? Back in the Scotia they 
have an answer to that question: 
“During Thatcher everyone for- 
got how to complain, The only 
foudhailer you hear on stecets 
these days is an ice-cream van.” 


Music 


endan McLaughlin, Michael Donnelly and Hugh Savage. Photograph: Tom Kidd 


Critics answered by jobs and tourism boom 


ONE of the Christmas comedy 
shows contained a sketch of refu- 
gees Mecing a provincial city. 
“What have we done to deserve 
tearful families asked. 
ity had just been awarded 
le City of Culture, writes 


Glasgow's cultural in the ‘snug’ of Scotia Bar. Left to right: Farquhar MeLay, Bri 


ple, being enlisted as a cultural 
event on one of the quiet days, 
Inevitably, Glasgow made oth- 
er mistakes. In a city with consid- 
erable poverty, particularly on 
the outlying housing estates, 
there was bound, despite efforts 
by the organising committee, to 


the arts not only as providing 
pleasure and stimulation but also 
creating jobs and tourism, Four 
thousand jobs were created for 
the year of culture, with a further 
21,000 spawned in related indus- 
tries by the growth in tourism. 
The year has also given Glasgow 


tion the whole year’s achieve- 
ments misses the point. Glasgow 
was awarded the title European 
cily of culture by the EC to high- 
light its cultural success in recent 
years, in which it has used the 
arts to transform a local economy 
dying with the demise of the ship- 
building industry, 


Glasgow's unprecedented deci- 
sion to mount not just a three- 
week festival as its predecessors 
had done, but a 365-day one, is 
partly responsible for the feeling 
that the concept has been over- 
used and aot always wisely used. 

There simply are not enough 
large-scale cultural events in one 
city to fill the calendar for a year. 
And so the word had 0 be re 
fined, with kite flying, for exam- 


McLellan Galleries and new 
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall. 
The success of Glasgow's year, 
for all its qualifications, will en- 
sure that the concept of a city of 
culture will run and run, ‘The 
EC's version moves next year to 
Dublin, a city reputedly far less 
prepared for the honour than 
Glasgow was. The newly ennobled 


High prices at the 
Pavarotti and Frank Sinatra con. 
certs were less than tactful and 
Used as weapons by those keen to) 
exploit the ill feeling. There was, 


brought in more than four mile 
Jion tourists. Nearly all the gal- 
leries and theatres recorded at- 


also the occasional serious : 
tic lapse, “Glasgow's Glasgow" 
tacky exhibition, lost £4.6m, 
But while there were mistakes, 
exploiting them to call into ques. 


‘The £35m put into the year by 
Glasgow District Council and 
£12m by Strathelyde were no! 
Jated gestures but a continuation 
of a policy that has rightly seen 


tuition 
faces 
collapse 


By Mary Braid 
Education Reporter 


THE SCHOOL music service, 
which gives thousands of children 
free tuition in playing a musical in- 
strument, is set to collapse follow- 
ing cuts by poll tax capped local 
authorities, a new music pressure 
‘group argues, 

Save Instrumental Teaching 
says that soon only children from. 
comfortable backgrounds will be 
able to afford to be taught to play 
and that the closure and reduction 
of council-run services seriously 
threatens the musical heritage. 

Rodney Slatford, head of 
strings at the Royal Northern Col- 
lege of Music in Manchester and 
founder member of SIT, said 
council peripatetic music ‘teams 
had been the major breeders of 
tions of professional musi- 


ain led the world in producing the 
best musicians. We are now seeing 
the collapse of the whole system, 
Local authorities don't want to cut 
music, but they have to save 
money and instrumental teaching, 


is nota 


atutory service.” 

‘Thousands of parents and chil- 
dren the UK have demon- 
strated about the cuts, At St Hel- 
ens on Merseyside the 17-strong 
peripatetic service has closed. In 
the London borough of Hilling- 
don the council is considering 
closing its £195,000 instrumental 
service, which serves 1,800 chil- 
dren, as part of a £6.7m saving. 

Peripatetic services in Barnsley 
and Newcastle have disappeared 
and in North Tyneside, Avon, Lin- 
coln and the London boroughs of 
Merton, Greenwich and Kensing- 
ton and Chelsea, they are under 
threat. 

SIT will stage its first confer- 

ence on the crisis in January in 
Manchester. 
i Low expectation is the greatest 
scourge of the English educa- 
tional system, Jack — Straw, 
Labour's education spokesman, 
said today, 


Mr Straw said low e: jons 
viere shared by teaches a 
nts, “particularly for that tolddle 


50 per cent of children who are 
not on the tramline to higher edu- 
cation”. 

He said Labour's ambitious tar- 
gels for increasing standards 
among 16 to 19-year-olds “will be a 
test of sntitself”. 


Palumbo, has been sufficiently 
impressed with the high profile 
that Glasgow won for its arts to 
decree that there should be a 
British city of culture every year 
from 1992 to 2000, 

In 1992 it will be Birmingham, 
a city well deserving of the title. 
After that, bids ure invited, 
though the options might run a 
little thin, The Arts Council is he- 
lieved to be considering having 
areas of culture such as Hamp- 
shire. Peter Palumbo has been 
pushing the cause of Tyneside, 
and in a speech at the University 
of Essex even suggested that Col- 
chester should think about hay- 
ing a go. Glasgow has engendered 
heady and optimistic times, 


November, has been consolidating his 


from the Kremlin any more. The Cold 


are not 


Champion of neighbourly 
love who generates hatred 


FOR a man who has been pummelled, 
pilloried and pecan more than any 
other Scottish citizen this past year, 
Patrick James Lally shows remarkably 
few bruise marks, 

As the Labour leader of Glasgow's 
ey council and figurehead of the 
cultural spree just gone, he found 
himself embroiled in such fierce 
controversy as to emerge as some kind 
of heartless dictator, vilified not le: 
from his own left wing of the political 
spectrum where they clearly regarded 
him as a deserter from the cause, 

The issues themselves — whether 
the Glasgow's Glasgow exhibition, the 
so-called Elspeth King affair or what 
he was planning for the city’s beloved 
Green — are now so deep into the 
realms of boredom that | was more 
interested in the man who managed to 

nerate so much hatred among his 
fellow-citizens while still holding a 
position of such high political power. 

Who was this ogre in a pi 
suit — the kind of garment he used to 
sell when he was employed in a gents’ 
outfitter’s shop in Argyle Street? What 
do we know of the man whose 
dexterity is tested never more truly 
than in the deflecting of brickbats? 

Perhaps the first surprising piece of 
information about Pat Lally ts that he 
is unemployed, Since he cut loose from 
the tailoring trade two years ago he 
has not had a job of any sort. 

At the same time, he is ineligible for 
dole money because of his allowance 
as a town councillor, That amounts to 
£21 for every day of attendance, with 
an additional £900 # year for his work 
as council leader. 

Putting aside any cynical comment 
that that may be more than he is 
worth, it takes no feat of mathematics 
to deduce that the man who carries the 
elected responsibility of running the 
city of Glasgow has to live on no more 
than is paid to his street-sweepers, Not 
a lot of Lally lolly but then masochism 
takes many forms. 

I found him, still smiling, in the 
grandeur of his spacious room at the 
City Chambers, a setting far removed 
from the Gorbals tenement in Thistle 
Street where he grew up as the elder 
son of an immigrant Irish labourer. 


JACK WEBSTER talks to Pat Lally, the “ogre in the 
pin-stripe suit’, and finds the Labour group leader still 
smiling after a year of fierce controversy. 


At 59, the high colour on high 
cheekbones serves to accentuate his 
deep-set eyes, lending scope for the 
caricaturist who might choose to turn 
him into an Aunt Sally, an appro- 
priate conversion in view of the past 
year. 

But the warm, ready smile can give 
way to a cool, steely eye, which 
probably tells us more about the 
survival instincts of Glasgow's Labour 
leader. 

From. his South Side home in 
Tanera Avenue, in the Simshill district 
of the city, you will find him driving to 
George Square in the family Metro at 
the beginning of yet another unpre- 
dictable day. Like many former 
inhabitants of the Gorbals, he moved 
outwards, closer to the Castlemilk 
ward which elects him to the council in 
the first place. 

As an owner-occupier, he goes 
along with the modern Labour view 
that the proletariat has a right to own 
property and remembers that he never 
did get round to putting his name on 
the council housing list. There was a 
time when that might have proved 
embarrassing, since he was himself the 
housing management convener. 

But it was life in the slums of the 
1930s und 1940s which shaped the 
political views of Pat Lally, who joined 
the Labour Party in 1950, at the age of 
18 and worked tirelessly as a secretary, 
chairman and election agent for other 

cople. 

So how did his own political career 
begin — and what kind of a socialist is 
he anyway? 

“I was a great admirer of Ancurin 
Bevan and still believe that the 
commanding neignls of the economy 
should be owned by the nation,” he 
explains. “I never believed that every 
little corner-shop should be state- 
owned, and clearly the market econ- 
as a role in delivering goods and 


“But when it comes to things like 
water, electricity, gas, steel, and 
telecommunications, they should be 
conducted in the interests of the nation 
and not for profit. 

As @ practising Roman Catholic 
who can be found at regular Mass at 
i King in Carmunnock Road, 
“Of course, these things have 
an ict on the way you act. Lam a 
socialist because I want to create the 
kind of society in which it is possible 
for man to love his neighbour.” 

If the flow of neighbourly love has 
been drying up on his doorstep, he has 
no regrets about the career he has 
followed; 

“IT had not intended to be a 
councillor at all but it happened in 
1966, when I came to represent 
Kingston. Then I was returned for 
Hutchesontown and Cathkin and, 
before regionalisation in the mid- 
1970s, I had become deputy leader of 
the old corporation, when the Rev. 
Geoff Shaw was leader.” 

‘The new structure (he now wants to 
see il reversed, incidentally) was not 
long in place when Pat Lally found 
himself in unexpected difficulty. As 
housing management convener, he 
discovered that his lady deputy had 
manipulated the waiting-list to allow 
the letting of a council house to a 
woman who lived with her son. 

He instigated an immediate inquiry, 
only to find that he personally was 
ree dragged into the scandal, 

“There was a smear campaign,” he 
recalls, “yet if I had not set the 
investigation on its way, it would not 
have taken place.” 

Lally was cleared by Lord Mackay's 
inquiry but he lost his seats in 1977, 
when Labour crashed to unaccus- 
tomed defeat, finding itself for once 
out of power, 

Rejected by Cathkin, he bounced 
back for Castlemilk three years later, 
however, and began his modern run 


UES a cepuicinraiticsmiile ENT LEG 


towards power, gaining the Labour 
leadership in 1986, He puts his 
ambition quite simply: 

“The more important a position 
you hold, the more able you are to get 
things done. We were running into 
exciting times for Glasgow, a great 
period for making real progress and 
moving it out of the doldrums. 

“The world is not the way we want 
it but you have to try to get things 
done within the realms of what ts 
possible at any particular time, creat- 
ing opportunities which make life 
better for the people. It is a question 
not so much of pragmatism but of 
practical socialism,” 

Of course Patrick Lally leads a 
Glasgow Labour council with an 
almost farcical balance of power, 
holding all but six of the 66 seats. How 
can democracy operate on that basis? 

Smiling mischievously, he Ss: 
“That is a very well-balanced council! 
And it was elected by the will of the 
people.” I suppose there is no real 
answer to that. It just becomes a little 
cynical when he tells you that Labour 
actually helps the opposition to 
oppose — by giving all six a place on 
every committee! 

But what about Lally’s own reputa- 
tion as a dictator? 

“It is absolutely daft to say | am a 
dictator,” he defends, “There is no 
dictatorship in a democratic institu- 
tion. The Labour group decides that 
something should be done — and 1 
believe it is my job, as leader, to get it 
done as quickly as possible. 1 don’t 
like procrastination. 

“And if you are trying to get things 
done you will not please everybody. 
The only place you get unanimity is 
the graveyard. Of course there are 
always people — a small minority - 
who prefer to whinge on the sidelines 
rather than getting their sleeves rolled 
up and helping to make a success of 
things. 

“Some want to glorify things that 
have gone, regarding the bad old days 
as the good old days, But what we 
have achieved in Glasgow today are 
things our predecessors fought for, A 
Jot still needs to be spent on housing 
but what an cnormoys improvement 


med people. 


dent of the Irish Tomes, 


@ Pat Lally: the warm, ready smile can give way to a cool, steely eye, which 
probably tells us more about the survival instincts of Glasgow's Labour leader. 


there has been since the 
was one of the big slum citi 
So he continues in self-defence: He 
was not personally involved in the 
appointment of Mark O'Neill over 
Elspeth King as Keeper of Social 
History; though it was not his idea, the 
commercial plan for part of Glasgow 
Green seemed the best available 
option; he was just one member of the 
Glasgow Cultural Enterprise involved 
with the controversial painting at the 
new concert hall but, with one possible 
exception, he didn't know a member 
who thought it was suitable. 
They are now discussing a plan to 
commission a replacement painting, 
for which they have a sponsor. 


vhen this 


Whatever else is said about Pat 
Lally, he is certainly due credit for 
hastening the Royal Concert Hall into 
9 ce. The matter had dragged on 
to a ridiculous extent when he took it 
in hand, 

“We had developers who were 
adopting a very leisurely attitude,” he 
says. “I thought it was time the 
speculators started speculating and 
coming up with the £10m which we 
were to receive for the hall.” 

He ridicules the “Lally’s Palais” 
label given to the new hall but is 
nevertheless delighted with the result 

When the day's business at the City 
Chambers is over, Pat Lally t 
home in the Metro to Pe; 


$71 is absolutely daft to 


say I am a dictator 
... the Labour group 
decides something 
should be done — and 
I believe it is my job to 
get it done as quickly 
as possible. ? 


Simshill. They have two sons, Robert, 
21, who has given up physics at Paisley 
College to work behind a bar, and 
Derek, 17, who is still at school. 

He confirms that Peggy gets more 
upset over his public criticism than he 
himself and that her further 
irritations include the fact that he can 
sit down at weekends and somehow 
manage to read the newspaper, listen 
to the radio and watch television, all at 
the sume time! 

He denies the rumour that it is 

y who has stopped him seeking 
eater prestige as Lord Provost of the 
city — and doesn’t rule it out for the 
future. “1 would have to think about 
it,” is all he wail say. 
He simply draws the distinction 
between the two posts and makes no 
bones about enjoying the greater 
power of his present one. The 
relationship between Lord Provost 
Baird und himself, he says, is rather 
like that of the Queen and the Prime 
Minister, an anal he likes better 
now that Mrs Thatcher has gone. 

He is due to seek re-election to the 
council next year but if anyone [eels 
inclined to oust him from his position 
of power, they have an annual 
opportunity in May, when the leader 
ship question comes up. 

Confirming his ambition to con- 
tinue, Patrick Lally says: “I only 
deliver what the Labour group agrees; 
so why should they want to kick me 
out?” 

Time alone will tell. In the mean- 
time, there are plenty people who say 
they hate his guts. Perhaps he is due a 
certain admiration for the fact that he 
has them. 


° Their Glasgow and ours: a yuppie Porsche in the Gorbals. 


THE CULTURE OF GLASGOW 


ENERALLY speaking. 
and with some few exceptions, 
itis obvious that indigenou 


Culture in Glasgow is finding it, 
very difficult struggle 10 make its 
way. 
Why should this be when there i 
nd theatrical talent in, 
huge peripheral 
my opinion that 
for all thelr lip-service to: 
pen the 
es in Glasgow to an immense 
popular “Culture, not Hollywood: 
Broadway or. Londonsbaseds~thatwill- 
sweep away within very few years all the® 
hackneyed. time-worn ideas 1 
been foisted on the people by a se 
ated media-machine . for: 

1 also contend that this 
and distortion of truth 
sgow ay the end of the 
ehtgenth Ceuiney with the appeanines: 
Se aw ens OTS Ag AE 
Kilmarnock Edition, 

These poems of Robert Burns, were 
such powerful exposure of the 
wickedness of the Establishment that it 
rying for ways to undo the 
Sway causing, Bi 

single review in any 
Glasgow paper lor his Kilmarnock 
Edition, but two mealy-mouthed 
that might have come from Holy 
pen appeared in The Mereurv, 

Amicus 


signed 
by an obvious denignitor of 
Burns. Such is bow the authorities in 


ed Seotland’s grea 
ever. I would not choo: 
ia this, had. afier | the 
Edinburgh Edition of 1787, the “City 

hers and Chamber of Commerce 
tycoons repented. They never did, Burr 
presented) stich a challenge to their 


by 
Freddy Anderson 


ism: hypoeris 
ish” servitudesthat they 
highest monument in Geoi 
the 16 on, Sir \ 
dcades etore “the pen 

aszow people pa 

fh a bie Burns on the grass 
And:despitethei eel verbil 
es to Burns every January. the 
I nrepentent. There is, ly 
plaque in the eutire city to acknowledge 
the Iwenly or so links Bums had with 
Glasgow 


‘BANNED 


and ‘North 


erveted the 


the 
Establishment’s treatment of x 
c beyond Burns to 


Je anyone who challenged their 
tion by wealthy and power, tt 
ed the local radical paper, ‘The 
Spirit of the Union” and tansported its 
editor in the hulks, 1819, Th led 
Sandy Rogers. the best si in 
votland. His excellent work is still 
excluded from the school curriculum, 


James Maclarlane, whose ills were 
cognised both by Thackeray and 
Dickens, lived in poverty in st Glasgow 


attic, 
ye 


ied of TB. when he was only thirty 
Sold and was buried in a pauper's 
Eg Thus the Rodgers and. 

facfrlanes were neglected itnd in their 
stead throughout the whole of Victorian 


lick-spittle, sentimental. 
ious Haigh sas foisted on the 
namie oF poctty 
ob its substance 
and the rubbish published 
Seow uN al Miere Movkery OF the 
real thing, Al this happened at st time 
when Glasgow was rapidly becoming th 


gwates! slum city in Europe. What you 
night ask i gonnection between 
pociry ms. Well, poetry is. the 


seminal source of all Tterature, andl ci 
evoke at protest 
injustice bse of a Culture 
asses. wha were 

ait the expense of the masses 
in With century Ghisgows, Wats 10 stifle the 
fpfotestund encourage a petty 

erature oF escape. trom, 


wine and spirit 
halls: there were ehutrehes in plenty 10 

bmior the pious. Schools aud 
urches andl newspapers combined to, 
hide the facts and the real history of 
Glasgow fiom the people, A Glassow 
person searching even today for it teal 
history of his or her city is alnost in the 
same bewiklered ste of a loster-ehild 
look ity real pauenty. It iy 90 well 
voncealed. The ‘masiers’ of Culture have 
done their task exeesdingly well 


und the music 


PHILISTINE 


liarmid (Christopher 
the greatest Seattish poet in the 
Iwo centuries since Burns, saw through 
the ‘Culture Game" and eailed for it 
alertness among the people both in 


politics and creativity, 1 wae i the 1980s 
along with his fitenary bien, Lewis 
Grassi Gibbon, that the best Scottish 
novelis-ol this century. matured Nether 


Of these exeeptional authors Lad a 
smooth passange among the philistines of 
Glasgow. MacDistnil’swutlly 


circumstances were never very high sand 
idbon's widow (Gibbon died 1a his 
thirties) was refused hy a Gigs 


publisher, her oller uf the scene vilitio 
OF that “marvellous novel, X” Seats 
Quhair’. On the other hain trash hike Ve 


Sloan City, slur on Glasgow was being 
pecltled in England in tens of thousands 
Of copies without st chirp of protest Irom 


our City Fathers er our elevated 
Chamber of Commeree. ‘This book? 
created the False image that Glasgow wits 


aeity of thugs, whercits in tae i wats cily 
unl tragle anions 
hts, 

he real Culture 


existed. not in the upper cehel 
the 


heart of Glas 
ement dwellers : 
Bands to lead the Unemploved diurme 


the Hunger Marches of the 308-1 hay it 


people Tike Jolin Maghean ant the 
Clydeside Workers Committee who 
defied hoth the Glasgow and the London, 


bosses in the fight a far andl the 
exploitation of the pour This is the real 
Culture, whieh thhouh suppressed stn 
hidden by the survived 
isnnitice 


Ni 
Haas the esitly 
gions tenements 1 
Was not fron the teachers ut the schools 
for the Ghisgow Herald journattisty that 
folk learned to seek out the Calton 
Weisers Grave of 1787 in Abereromibie 
Sticel. or the Sighthil], Monument of 
WH was from their sranmics, and 
hers. sane mothers, cousins and saunty 


DEFIANT 


Phe real Culture of Ghiseos his int true 


posts and writers Tbe Sandy Rodsers 
Kanes Macholine. Willian Miller tov 
Corsies in artists like Harry Keir avid! fount 


MacDonald, eles in agit prop theatres 
like Unity.” Theatre Workshop sand 
Wildest. [iv recent days it hay ested tn 
rallies agstinst the Pall Les. for 


re too is politics. I exists far the 
HN itt Me 


frou de 
famish 
oilers, Hr hes 10th inhi 
injustice imposed by a Tory elected 
Vaglish Goverment in Landon. whose 
Tanne tie alministoraal by 


dozens 


a pseuisler 


‘Suvialist’ gan in thy City Chambers anal 
India Strcet. They have shrunk the noble 
Red Banner into at diminutise rose, as. 
puny as thei brains. ial are helbbent in 
Shiinking Socialisny to the ssune size 
Hoth the Cty Chaunbers andthe 
Chamber of Commigice, ion togetlios te 
penpetiate at Capitatisnn that Lor all its 


Inaying over Faster Linope’s dileniitnas 
is quite moribund itsell, AW of you bat sill 
easily aulford to see Pavarotti &' Co, bait in, 
spivotyour ringside seats you arestill on 
the periphery of real Cultuty sand you will 


ever remain 0, For the simple reason 
That you have always regarded Culture 
aan SUIT do, as at Commodity that meney 


can buy, Ht cannot. ng inore than love ot 
fnendship. 


The Curse of The Keelie 


MILLIONS TO 
BE WON! 


JUST ANSWER one simple 
question: 

Who is the secret’ capitalist 
who'll rake in a fortune from the 
development under Centra Station 
afier the 1990 balLis o 

Apply to the Scottish Devel- 
opment Agency. (Winner of the 
1988 Garden Festival ‘Sale of the 
Century’: Laings the Builders.) 


THE KEELIE GUIDE 
TO WORDS AND 
THEIR MEANING 


* Pernicious @ Unjust. but pay 
the bloody thing anyway. As in 
Donald Dewar: ‘This pefnicious 
Poll Tax . 

® Reiders from Castlemilk or 
Drumchapel might like to look 
up ‘peripheral. as in “the coun- 
eripheral schemes’. in their 
dictionaries. It, means ‘of minor 


importance’ 
© And. spe 
aan Austra 


ing of planner: 
ex! le was outri 


"NUFF SAID! 


The only people in Glasgow who 

value art are auctioncers,” 
William Petrie, the Glasgow 
Clincher. 1901. 


HOMES 
FIRST! 


The scandalous story 
of Glasgow Housing 
with e Speakers ¢ Play 
extracts ¢ Singers 
SUNDAY 27 
MAY 7.30PM 
WINTER GARDENS 
PEOPLE’S PALACE 
Admission Free 
Tickets from Clydeside 
Press, 37 High St. 
Scotia Bar, Stockwell St. 
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Glasgow blends pride in industry, love of culture 


By RICHARD ASHTON 
COPLEY NEWS SERVICE 


ISITING GLASGOW, it 
strikes you that this is a 
city with a split personal- 

ity. 

On the one hand, itis the old in- 
dustrial center of Scotland, 
crammed with historic buildings 
ang proud of its industnal hentage. 

On the other hand, it was the 
1990 “European City of Culture, 
committed to a program of promot- 
ing the arts with an emphasis on its 
museums and unique ari collec- 
tions. Indeed. Glasgow 1s the home 
of both the Scottish Opera and the 
Scottish Ballet companies 

The name Glasgow itself is de- 
rived from the Celtic word gleschu. 
which means “oeioved green 
place " Much of Glasgow today is 
ray, like any modern industrial 
city, but its nonetheless a charm- 
ing city 

Maziy of Glasgow's points of in- 
teres’ are within walking distance 
of each other — if the weather 1s 
on your side 

Sadly; for me, it was not. It 
rained much of the time, and a cold 
wind blew in off the River Clyde 
So it was one rain-soaked morning 
that i decided to discover the 
charins of historic Glasgow. saving 
the art for later in the visit 

My route took me first to the 
shopping area of Buchanan Street 
Not to be missed is Princes Square. 
an indoor mall that has been ele 
Bantly renovated with wrought- 
tron balconies and crisscrossing 
brass escalators. The square is en- 
closed under a giass-domed roof 
that makes it feel bright even on 
the gloomiest day: 

Princes Square is home to many 
high-end stores and restaurants. 
Especially good fun is the October 
Cale: The Cale on the Rooftop 
Perched high above the square, the 
cale offers a view to go with your 
coffee 

Leaving the shopping district, 1 
began my trek to the People’s Pal- 
ace, going through the Tobacco 
District to get there. 

The Tobacco District is a series 
of buildings that were once ware- 
houses for the tobacco barons. The 
buildings are wonderful examples 
of Victonan industrial architecture, 
and the city is in the process of ren- 
ovating these old buildings into of- 
ices and luxury apartments. 

Around the corner is George 


Por 


Museums In the People's Palace in Glas- 
gow, Scotland, chart the :ity's history, while 


Square with its own Nelson’s Co! 
umn (like the one in London's Tra- 
falgar Square) and statues of fam- 
ous Giaswegians 

The square also is home to the 
Glasgow City Chambers. These city 
buildings are well worth the 30- 
minute guided tour (admission is 
free) 

‘The chambers are stunning in 
their decor. with many fine Vene- 
tian marble staircases and orate 
ballrooms with hanging chande- 
liers. They really do hark back to a 
lime when Glasgow was a major 
European city and trading force 

Finally | arrived at the People’s 
Palace and Winter Garden. a red- 
brick building with a glass palace in 
the rear. 

The People’s Palace has two mu- 
seums thal chart the history of 
Glasgow from prehistoric times, 
with a particular emphasis on the 
Victorian era. On display is an or- 
gan created by local inventor 
James Walt in 1767. The exhibits 
are all free. 

‘The Winter Garden is a glass- 
domed exhibition house with a di- 


exotic trees 


verse selection of exotic trees and 
plants 

The old2st building in Glasgow 
is the Provands Lordship. on the 
comer of Castle and Macleod 
streets. From the outside. it looks 
ike an ordinary building. Inside is 
‘a museum that you can walk 
through and feel the history oozing 
from the brickwork 

Built in 1471, it originally was a 
Manse for St. Nicholas Hospital 
The house also was home to Gias- 
gow Cathedral's clergy. But, most 
Importantly. it was home to Mary 
Queen of Scots when she came to 
visit Lord Darnley. her future hus- 
band. 

Across the road from the Pro- 
vands Lordship is Glasgow Cathe- 
dral. Small by companson to other 
cathedrals in Britain, Glasgow Ca- 
thedral is no less important be- 
cause it holds the tomb of St. Mun- 
0, who died in 603 and 
established the church that eventu- 
ally became the cathedral 

Having gotten thoroughly 
drenched on my tour of the town, it 
was off to the museums for a dner 


The Flintstones do Mongolia an 


the domed Winter Gardens behind It house 


and plants. 


ume 

The Huntenan Museum and Art 
Gallery on Hillhead Street is on the 
campus of Glasgow University. The 
university itself was founded in 
1451 and boasts a reconstruction of 
designer Charies Rennie Mackin- 
tosh’s house. as well as the largest 
collection of paintings by James 
McNeil Whistler outside of the 
United States 

The Burrell Collection is located 
in picturesque Pollok Park. It fea- 
tures more than 8,000 treasures 
collected by shipping tycoon Sir 
William Burrell. The collection in- 
cludes many prehistonc artifacts, 
Roman treasures, medieval tapes- 
{nes and European art. Of particu- 
lar note are one of Rodin’s "Think- 
er” statues and a room dedicated to 
‘Edward Degas 

Ironically. Burrell, who made his 
fortune in shipping, specified in his 
will that the coliection never be 
shipped abroad {or fear of losing it 
ali in an accident. This makes his 
collection unique to Glasgow. 

Also at the park is Pollok House, 
which dates back to 1752. The 


other travel 


house. lavishiy furnished with 

hippendale and Sheraton, is 
home to the \faxwell collection of 
Spanish painaings, including Muril- 
10. Goya and El Greco. Admission 
to both is fre: 

Our tounng group stayed at One 
Devonshire Gardens, a collection 
of homes on an Edwardian terrace 
that are grouped together to form. 
one hotel. Tj rooms have been 
decorated wish luxurious, overstat- 
€d labnies and piush bedding. The 
feeling of the old houses is re- 
tained. Becarse it doesn't fee! like 
@ hotel. One Sevonshire Gardens 
Allracts visiting dignitanes. celebri- 
Wes and otie: VIPs 

But had a chance to get away 
from all hat and meet the inendiy 
Peonle of Giaseow — an unexpect- 
ed treat. 7 

One night one of my compan- 
fons wanted ty hear some tradition- 
al Scottish foi ; music, We were in 
formed that, because it was 
Thursday, it voutd be unlikely that 
we'd find an, 

Nonetheless we hailed a cab and 
Made fora Scottish tolk club. It just 
happened to be the: 
blues nigh. so they suggested we 
{ry a pub on the banks of the River 
Clyde calied tne Scotia 

We got to tz2 Scotia, but there 
was no music there. George, a local 
patron of the pub. told us there was 
to bea ceildh (a Scottish dance) at 
the People's Palace later that night 
He and histriends, Liz. Hugh and 
Kevin, invited us to join them 

Atthe People's Palace, the party 
was in full wing. The cedld itself 
was a benefit for striking Glasgow 
council worker:. These were true 
Scottish blue-collar workers, and 
they were generous, fun and wel- 
coming. 

Mary, my traveling companion, 
got to dance some flings with 
George. Meanwhile, old Bob, a 
true-biue sodtlist, lectured me on 
the evils of President Bush over 
many pints of “heavy 

‘When the ceildh finished, no one 
was ready lo Stop partying, So it 
was on to an after-hours club be- 
‘cause it continued serving drinks 
well aterlicensing hours. Then, 
sometime ater3 a.m... we lound 
‘ourseives crammed into the back of 
a cab heading to Kevin's flat 

There, likea throwback to col- 
lege days. we partied until 6 a.m. 
when we hadlo get back to One 
Devonshire Gardens. The contrast 
couldn't bemore dramatic. One 


absurdities 


Devonshire Gardens costs approx.- 
mately $100 per night. wich, 
would probably pay Kevin's rent 
fora month 

The Scots are proud of their 
thrifty reputation. | went to Scot- 
land armed with my American Ex- 
Press traveler's checks aiready 
made out in Britis pounds. In the- 
ory, these should nave been as 
00d as cash, but tne canny Scots 
would have no pan of it. My trave!- 
t's checks were turned cown 
many establishments. Oniy my 
tel ora bank woula exchange them 
for cash 

Travelers moving on to England 
should remember to change their 
Scottish pound notes ior English 
Pound coins as Engiand doesn’t 
honor pound notes anymore. 

Getting around in Giasgow is 
quite easy. By far the easiest way 15. 
by cab. The places mentioned 
above are just a iew minutes apart 
by cab. and for the pice of their 
fare, the cabbies throw in a cotoriul 
commentary on the city, filling 1: 
tidbits of history not found in tite 
Buidebricks 
Ww also boas!s #is own sub- 
yy system, Wilt ls bright orange 
carriages. the system has become 
known locally as “The Clockwork 
Orange.” 

The Glasgow Tourist Board (30 
St. Vincent Place, Clagon G1 2ER: 
011-44-041-204-4480), in the 
heart of the city, is a good place to 
plan your visit 

The staff is very enthusiastic anc 
have accommodation listings irom 
inexpensive bed and breaktasts up 
to the high end of One Devonshire 
Gardens. They also know all the 
places of interest and will puta 
route together for you 
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ic clampdown 
lism’ in schools 


SIR JOHN Cass Red Coat School in Tower Hamlets, and 
(eft) NUT union executive member Alex Kenny 


said a social media site using 
the name ofa sixth form soci- 
ety at the school contained 
“links to individuals associ- 
ated with extremist activity”. 

But Alex said it would 
be “completely unrealistic 
to expect teachers to moni- 
tor every internet posting of 
every studs 


“Segregation is the wrong 
word, It's not uncommon for 
schools to have a girk-only 
area in the playground. 
“Separate areas were pro- 
vided for girls after some said 
they wanted a safe space 
nothing to do with 


Agenda This is the second time in 
tee, He told “Ofsted didn't comment on amonth that Tower Hamlets 
“People in this in any previous inspec- has come under the spotlight, 


following a racist attack on 
mayor Lutfur Rahm 
As Alex put it, 


It leads me more to t 
opinion that inspectors went 
Tooking for what fitted their 


pissed off. 
yhave been 


Tower 


| politically agent Hamlets has a local authority 
woarticular ven Ofsted admitted that that’s been successful and the 
$looked at the school provided a mixed Tories want to have ago atit.” 
tremism?” common room—but said girls 

Sined that chose not to tse it. 


Ofsted’s other complaint 
focused on what some sixth 
formers do on the intemet. It 


11 provided 
areas for 
‘Alex said, 


yeople hungry 


warning, she was forced to 
turn to a food bank. 
“qt was freezing cold, 
there was no wood for 
the fire, I was on the 
emergency on the meter 
and [knew the lights were 
about to go out, and I had 
no food,” she said. 
“thought the system 


BW Gota story? 
Fra das to reports 
socialstworkercouk 


FIGUREITOUT. 


913,138 


people visisted Trussell 
Trust food banks 

in 2013-14—up from 
25,899 in 2008-08 


50-55% 
visitors who were referred 


to the Trussell Trust 
because of problems with 


| would protect me. T - 
g > sever thought I would be their benefits 
| completely ignored. 28% 
"My benefits are my = (i 
pee safety net—if they're visitors who had been 
| ce, Baars agile Sanctioned—had their 
W families ike ours meant ——_fenetitseut off--by the 


iKath’s name was changed in 
the report 
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THE INSATIABLE appetite for 
politics in Scotland was on 
show in Glasgow last weekend 
as over 15,000 people att 
pro-independence poll 
rallies. 

If this is what it looks like to 
lose, it’s difficult to imagine what 
it would be like if a Yes vote won. 

Some 12,000 people packed 
out one of Glasgow's bigg 

concert venues as new Scottish 
National Party (SNP) leader Nicola 
Sturgeon’s national tour rolled into 
town, large foam hands and all 

It was rock star reformism 
designed to manage the expecta- 
tions of the new members inspired 
by radical independence arguments 
that the SNP won't deliver on. 

Many public sector workers, 
including post workers and fire 
fighters in uniform, were in the 
crowd. 

The seemingly unstoppable SNP 
bandwagon was there to stamp 
its authority on the day. Sturgeon 
urged the many non-members 
attending her rally to “be part of 
the biggest grassroots movement for 
change our country has ever seen”. 


Shift 

Donna Marie Smith was there. She's 
thinking of joining one of the Yes 
parties and thinks there's a huge 
shift in Scottish politics. 

She told Socialist Worker, “It 
feels like people aren't sheep any- 
more, Before, we just took whatever 
we got and were grateful. 

“It's like we are on the brink of 
something new, like a revolution 
or that we are on the uprise.” It’s 
not the firs s rally Donna has 
been at since the referendum. She 
attended the socialist Hope Over 
Fear rally for independence last 
month. 

“T heard Tommy Sheridan speak 
at that rally,” she said, “A lot of 
people think of it as an idealist 
outlook. It sounds like an ideal 
world—and why shouldn't it be? 
‘This society is crooked.” 

But unfortunately the politi- 
cal home Donna is seeking is not 


Thousands 
join rallies 
for change 
in Scotland 


Meetings at the weekend showed 
how the passion for politics remains 
in Scotland, writes Raymie Kiernan 


The No campaign won the 
independence referendum in 
Scotland, but it is Yes that is 
creating waves: 
@The No parties won after 
making devolution promises they 
are now trying to evade 
But more than 25,000 came 
torallies tohear socialist 
Tommy Sheridan 
@92,000 have joined the SNP 
since the referendum 


‘easy to find. The left in Scotland is 
divided and is offering no unified 
alternative to the SNP and Labour: 

SNP membership has now surged 
to over 92,000—that’s one in 50 
of the adult population. The party 
Tonks set to give Labour a hiding in 
next year’s general election. 

‘They set out their stall ciearly— 
join us, or lend us your vote to win 
‘a socially just country. The working 
class audience was enthusiastic 

The momentum is in their favour 
as many people want to punish 
Labour for going into alliance with 
the Tories, Others believe they can 
deliver the progressive change SNP 
rhetoric promises and accept the 
idea this won't be possible 
until after independence 

Socialist activist Angela 
McCormick told Socialist 
Worker, “The dangei 
that without a left wing 
alternative being formed 
now to challenge all 
the pro-austerity par- 
ties our movement's 
enthusiasm and 
energy will be 
funnelled purely 
into elect- 
ing an SNP 
government 4 

“That would (Ug 
be a trag- 
edy for the , 
and a 


left 
huge missed 
opportunity.” 


IMyshele Haywood 


THE SNP'S “rock star reformism” at Glasgow's Hydro venue ® 


The Radical independence Campaign 
provided crucial arena for left debate 


JUST A few hundred yards from 
the SNP rally over 3,000 joined the 
Radical Independence Campaign's 
(Ric) first post-referendum 
national gathering, 

People travelled from all over 
Scotland to he there. It was a 
phenomenal turnout—triple the 
size of last year’s conference 

Many were looking for what 
they can do now to continue the 
movement for a radical Yes vote 

‘There were discussions on the 
environment, land reform, trade 
unions and the role of political 
parties, for example, in workshops. 

Larger plenaries looked at 
the decline of the British state, 
linking international anti-austerity 
struggles and working “towards a 
radical Scotland” 

Members of different pr 
independence or left organisations 

and many from none were there. 

“People are still excited 
and discussing how to 
move forward,” Myshele 
Haywood told Socialist 
Worker. “Independence 
B was always only a 
stopping point on the 
way to achieving social 
justice.” 
Myshele has been, 
very involved with 
the Ric group in 
Abertson. She 
said it has made 
links with other 
campaigns and 
community 
groups to remain 
B) active since the 
referendum. 
The Ric event | 
Pee was a crucial 


The Radical Independence Campaign gathering was three times last year's size 


arena for the left to discuss how 
to fight austerity. The sharpest 
debates were around this question 
and tactics at the general election. 
Myshele agreed we have to hold 

politicians to account. But she 

| said she has worked with many 
SNP councillors against cuts by 
the Labour and Tory-controlled 
council. “We also need to realise 
who our allies are and not fight 

| against them right now,” she said. | 


| Argument 
| In a workshop debating the role 
of the SNP this argument was 
brought out. 
PCS union rep and Scrap 
| Trident activist Craig Lundie told 
| Socialist Worker, “It was a cracking 
meeting, 
ut it was divided down the 
middle. Some argued ler’s get 
independence first. They say ‘don't 
bring up class’, 
Others were saying we need 
to learn the lessons of history and 


have a party that fights for the 
interests of the working class 

‘A Peoples’ Vow was launel 
in opposition to the vow for more 
devolved powers for Scotland from 
the Westminster parties arguing 
fora No vote 

Tt pledged to “prepare a people's 
budget to save Scottish public 
services” and take up issues of 
land reform, fracking, equality and 
getting rid of nuclear weapons. Yet 
| the cali to join the demonstration 

at Faslane nuclear base this 

Sunday was not linked to it. 

ic remains a significant 
grouping, but the lack of concrete 
action proposed leaves it in danger 
of just holding big conferences. 

Some had waited two months 
for the event. For all the talk of 
alternatives there was no official 
call for a new organisation coming 
from Ric as many had hoped. 

Sadly the prospect of a unified | 
left seems as distant as it was | 
directly after the referendum. 


} 


| 


ce in Greece 
1iopes fade 


ry of the Polytechnic Uprising in 1973 


ps of workers fighting redun- 
y continue their struggles 
xis all put pressure on the union 


ers to call this general strike, 
ch we expect to have a big, 
reece is effectively in a pre- 


tion period now. 

parliament cannot eleet a new 
sident by March 2015 it will be 
olved. 

the government is struggling to 
a big enough majority and the 
parties are demanding a new 


\UTH AFRICA 


election. 
‘Some argue that militancy is 
pointless if we may soon get to vote 


the government out. 

Bur we can’t rely on the de 
parliament. If there is not 
struggle, many MPs may be tempted 
tovote with the government. 

This makes the general strike 
even more important. 

It can send out a political mes- 
sage to make sure the cuts don't 
go ahead—and help push to bring 
down the government. 


ate in 


acklash after union expelled 


JTH AFRICAN trade union 
eration Casatu has temporarily 
ed its all sault on the: 
intry’s largest union, Numsa, 
ich it recently expelled. 
tannounced 2 special congress 
an unspecified time later inthe 
arto diseu 


sits problen 
It suggested that Numsa’s 
vulsion might be reversible. 
But the acceptance that thie is 
yenuiine shift by Cosatu leader 
velinzima Vavi, who was under 


ac ally, is naive. 
Pu lity to the expulsion 
ocked Cosatu and its ally, the 
Jing ANC party. They are now 
ang to buy time and divide 

tir opponent 


mn Olende 


ave of 


LETTERS Bk | 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 42184, London SW8 2WD 


Socialist Worker 23Novernber 2014 


Care needs 
abandoned 


NOT FOR profit care 
provider Anchor has said it 
will no longer offer nursing 
care at several of its west 
Yorkshire care homes, 

‘This means elderly 
vulnerable residents have 
to find new homes in areas 
that are already short of 
nursing care facilities. 

‘There has been no 
consultation and nursing 
staff face an insecure future 
when the changes are 
implemented. 

Thave a vested interest 
My mother is reliant on 
nursing care at one of the 
homes in Leeds. 

Ir appears that Anchor 
are abandoning people with 
nursing needs 

oli Appleyard 


A bridge 
too far? 


NDON'S NEW "Garden 
Bridge” is another example 
of the tendency to privatise 
public space for means of 
profit and control. 

Itis fronted as a green 
space to enrich an 
ctherwise dull commute 
across the river. Butits 
terms of use depict a 
different picture altogether. 

Groups larger than eight 
need a “ticket” to cross 
together, Protest and 
cycling are prohibited. 

It begins to reveal itself 
as another mechanism to 
enhance the level of control 
within our cities. 

By allowing these pseudo 
public spaces to exist and 
relinquishing power to 
often unregulated private 
investors, the rights to the 
city streets are becoming 
ly compromised 

Lizzie Godtrey 
South London 


Panic room 


‘THE CASE of a single parent 
mother who is a victim of 
extreme domestic violence 
and the hated bedroom tax 
was challenged in a judicial 
review last week, 

"This woman has a panic 
room in place provided by 
womens’ refuge charities, 

Her lawyers argued that 
the Tory policy is 
discriminatory against her 
and other vulnerable 
groups in society induding 
disabled people. 

Labour Party leader Ed 


cruelty of bedroom tax 


THORN BEAR Y 

Vien LEPATRIATING 
Jou Ve “WE Back - 
BENCHES? 


fracking puts SNP on spot 


AS THE dust refuses to settle after 
the Scottish referendum, activists 
are using the links forged in the 
grassroots campaign to build a 
movement against fracking. 

Fracking is an environmentally 
dangerous method of extracting 
gas that other methods can’t reach. 

Anti-fracking groups are 
springing up across Scotland. 

‘They are led and organised by 
activists who felt their power 
during the transformative Yes 
campaign. 

But we need to make sure that 
we reach out to No voters too or 
people who don’t vote at all. 

‘We need the widest possible 
movement if we are going to win 
the fight. 

‘The front line of the fight will be 


cut shows 


| in Falkirk where Jim Rateliffe’s 
| firm Ineos is buying up fracking 
rights in a 127 square mile area 
| around the Firth of Forth to feed 
| the Grangemouth refinery. 
| ‘The experience of the 
| Grangemouth dispute last year 
shows us how dirty Ineos will 
fight—and how unwilling a 
Scottish National Party (SNP) 
government is to intervene. 

Many activists who recently 
joined the SNP are looking for 
their party to take a stand against 
| frackin 
| Existing council planning powers 

could be used to ensure a 
| 200-metre buffer zone around 
| residences—this exists in Australia. 

Due to the population density in 

the central belt of Scotland, where 


I'D LIKE to tell Bob 


Geldof, Bono and others 


| Miliband raised this at 
prime minister's questions 

| two weeks ago. Mi 

| Jain Duncan Smith and 

| other Tories laughed at the 

} suggestion that the 

| bedroom tax is unfair and 

| unworkable. 

| We need to redouble our 

| efforts in every area and 
organise against the war 
waged by these despicable 
‘Tories’ on working class 


cople. 
\* Liz Kitching 
Leeds 


merit. 


of their ilk to read what 
their fellow Irishman 
ster Oscar Wilde had to say 
about charit id ii 
had a patronising and 
corroding influence on 
poor people worldwide. 
Wilde’s central 
premise that charity 
neutralises the ability of 
the poor to rise up has 


It destroys the myth 
peddled by the rich and 
their allies in organised 
religion that “the poor 


je said it 


that they will be 


will always be with us". | 
Charity allows the rich | essay The Soul of Man 
to rain down their 
philanthropy upon the 
poor in the knowledge 


the Coal Bed Methane resources 
mainly lie, this would make 
fracking uneconomical and 
effectively kill it off in Scotland. 

And it could lend a huge boost 
to the common fight in the rest of 
Britain and further afield. 

But we can't wait for the 
politicians to stop this, we need to. 
use the tactics of the Yes 
movement. We need to continue 
setting up local, community led 
groups in every town and district. 

We need to use social media to 
combat misinformation widely 
published in the media, hold town. 
hall meetings and street stalls. 

It’s the people that have the real 
power to win the fight. 

Gordon and Zohra Leggate 
Lanarkshire 


We don’t want your patronising charity 


remembered for it. 

But those heroic 
millions who survive 
| cach day on less than a 
dollar remain nameless 
and unknown. 

So, Bob and Bono, 
perhaps Wilde's essay 
will prick your self. 
righteous, hypocritical 
| and priggish pomposity 
| once and for all. 

Read Oscar Wilde's 


| Under Socialism at 
| bitly/1t0b6s1 

Dave Clinch 

Devon 


Justa 
thought... 


Reject UI 
weasel words 


LAST WEEK Nigel Farage 
said that Ukip supported 
NHS treatment “free at 
the point of delivery’. 

| first heard these 
weasel words from the 
former vice chancellor of 
Leeds University when 
he argued for bringing in 
student fees. 

He said that higher 
education would continue 
to be “free at the point 
of delivery”. 

‘MalcolmPovey 
Huddersfield 


Shift work 
shouldn't kill 


A DECENT minimum 
wage anda working 
‘week of 30 hours would 
‘mean people wouldn't 
need to kill themselves 
with work (Socialist 
Worker, 22 November). 


‘More disposable 
income and leisure time 
would boost the economy 
and the only people to 
Tose aut would be the 
super rich. They have fed 
off our labour for far too 
long already. 

Darrell Hall 

fon Facebook 


Murdering 
Tories, really? 


I'M SORRY, but the 
allegations in Simon 
Basketter's article about 
Tory MPs murdering 
abuse victims are really 
far fetched (Socialist 
Worker, 22 November). 
It reminds me of the 
urban myths of snuff 
movies in the 1990s. 
David Micallef 
by email 


Devolution for 
the regions? 


“YORKSHIRE First” 
are standing a general 
election candidate in 
‘west Yorkshire. 

Tam uncertain about 
this. Will regional 
devolution be good for 
the working class? 

‘June Jones 
Huddersfield 


Is a vote for 
ever and ever? 


ITIRE of the Unionists 
bleating that there 
should be no further 
votes on Scottish 
independence because 
they see a No vole as a 
“forever” decision. 
‘Should we also see 
the next general election 
result as the “settled will 
‘of the people” forever? 
Joka Hein 
Edinburgh 


REPORTS 


Ce La 


Xmas strike on for 
Post Office staff? 


POST OFFICE supply chain 
workers have voted by 


76 percent to strike over pay. 


‘The staif deliver and 
collect cash from post office 
branches. Their CWU union 
said a Christmas strike 
looks “inevitable”, 


Suspension leads to 


an unofficial strike 


POST WORKERS at the 
Dundee West delivery 
office struck unofficially on 
Thursday o! last week. 


They walked out in defence 


of a worker who had been 
suspended. 


NUJ members take 
on the Met police 
SIX NUJ union members are 
taking legal action against the 
Metropolitan Police. 

‘The cops have monitored 
their journalistic and union 
actwities, 

Jules Mattsson, Mark 
Thomas, Jason Parkinson, 
Jess Hurd, David Hoffman 
and Adrian Arbib are being 
monitored for “domestic 
extremism”. They want all 
records on them revealed and 

hen destroyed. 


. Brixton sees march 
. for Ricky Bishop 

FAMILY MEMBERS and 
supporters of Ricky Bishop 
marched to Brixton police 
station in south London last 
Saturday. 

Ricky died in custody 
there 13 years ago. His mum 
Doreen led the 50-strong 
mare’. 


Action off as port 
bosses back down 


‘THE UNITE union called 

off a planned three-day 

strike by Quay assistants at 
Portsmouth Continental Ferry 
Port last week, 

It called off the waikout 
alter bosses backed down 
over job cuts and changes to 

leave arrangements, 


Jon Woods 


Tenants in Wales 
say no bedroom tax 


SOCIAL TENANTS and 
Supporters rallied against 
the bedroom tax outside the 
Welsh Assembly in Cardiff 

last Saturday, 

= They demanded the Welsh 
Labour government follow 
the Scottish government in 

> protecting tenants from the 

tax 


Support Freedom 
Riders in court 


SOUTH Yorkshire Freedom 
Riders plan a mass protest 
outside Sheffield Magistrates’ 
Court from 9am on Monday 
8 December. 

Two Freedom Riders, Tony 
Nuttall and George Arthur, 
are due in court. They face 
charges of travelling without a 
valid ticket and obstruction, 


10m 


re 


| CLEANERS AT London's Waterloo station 
| struck for 24 hours from 3pm on Friday of 


| last week. 


The RMT union members work for private | 


firm Interserve. 


DEFENCE WORKER: 


Strikers protested outside the company's 


| London headquarters. 
Union general secretary Mick Cash said 


workers are “subjected to a daily regime 


of bullying, victimisation and harassment 
| which includes disgraceful incidents of 
racist abuse”, 


Pas 


Solid DSG strike gets 
the bosses on the run 


DEFENCE SUPPORT Group 
(DSG) workers struck from 
Monday to Thursday of last 
week for an 8 percent pay rise. 

‘Around 700 workers in the 
Unite union struck at sites 
across Briain, They repair and 
‘maintain military vehicles 
and equipment. 

‘The strike came as the 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) 
revealed private firm Babcock 
as its preferred buyer when it 
sells off most of DSG in April. 

Dicket lines grew as the 
action went on. 

Bosses had to watch as vital 
deliveries were tured away. 

Unite assistant general 
secretary Gail Cartmail argued 
for escalating strikes ata rally 
in Donnington. 

‘There were cheers when 
tone worker said the next 


| strikes should be called 
| ‘eefore the next meeting with 
) management. 
| The sale raises the stakes for 
workers and bosses, 
| Unite officials reported that 
! Babcock bosses say they are 
putting pressure on DSG to 
negotiate, They won't want to 
inherit a dispute. 
‘The sale could lead 10 
closures and job cuts. 
Successful action now can 
build the union, put workers 
in a better position to fight, 
and reinvigorate the campaign 


| against privatisation. 


"The Acas conciliation 
service has contacted Unite 
about talks. Unite convenor at 

| Donnington Breit Davis told 

| Socialist Worker, “This seems 
to bea sign that the other side 

| blinked first. 

“We have to keep the 
pressure on them,’ 
Members of the Prospect 


\ union are set to begin action 


short of strike as part of the 
} same dispute. 

PCS and GMB could ballot 
their members at DSG. 

Unite reps from different 
sites were meeting as Socialist 
Worker went to press to decide 
their next moves. 

‘There are calls for a protest 
outside the MoD in London 
‘when its sales team meets 
Unite this Thursday. 

For photos see bit |y/lIPIZA5 
Send messages of support to 
DSGstrike@yahoo.com 


| AROUND £0 workers 
struck at firing ranges in 
Kent for four hours on 
‘Thursday of last week. 

They opposed plans to 
hand the ranges to the 
military. The Unite union 

| members work for Ministry 
of Defence contractor 
Landmare Support Services. 


Pension protest puts minister under fire 


FIREFIGHTERS IN the FBU 
union protested against 
Tory fire minister Penny 
Mordaunt on Tuesday of this 
week. 

Mordaunt was opening 
a new fire station in south 
west London, 

She is leading the attack 
on firefighters’ pensions. 

Workers have struck 
against the proposals, 
which include raising the 
retirement age to 60. 


SANGDRIVERS Sosy eco tae Eee ST 


CRANE DRIVERS at HTC 
Plant have accepted 
14 percent pay rise 
over three years, 

Bosses had originally 
imposed a 3 percent rise. 


But the government is, 
pressing on with its plans 
and it's been a month since 
the last strike day. 

‘The union has not yet 
called any further action. 

This is a mistake. It 
dissipates momentum and 
workers’ confidence to win. 

Activists have organised 
a meeting for Wednesday of 
next week for members fo 
organise and get the strikes 
back on. 


‘The new offer followed 
| the first of a planned 
series of 24-hour strikes 
by Ucatt union members 
Ucatt added, “The new 
‘agreement also means that 


| _ The London region 

called the meeting. Greats 
Manchester and Merseyside 
FBU are backing it. 

London region FBU 
secretary Paul Embery will 
speak alongside Alan Chinn 
Shaw, Essex FBU brigade 
secretary. 

‘@Build the Fightback— 
Wednesday 3 Dec, Ipm. 
Exmouth Arms, 1 Starcross St, 
London NWI 2HR (near Euston 
| station) 


the bonus rate has been 
consolidated into the basic 
rate and a further raft of 
expenses and allowances 

| have been reinstated." 
Simon Basketter 


Gar Susan 


Glasgow cuts will be costly 


‘CAMPAIGNERS against a 
40 percent funding cut to 
Glasgow Association of Mental 
Health (GamH) say the cuts 
will cost more in the long run. 
The city couneil has the service 
‘on the chopping block in the 
latest round of budget cuts. 

‘The charity faces potential 
closure if ts funding is axed, 
‘This could lead to people 
ending up in hospital or jail 
‘without the support Gamtt 
provides. 

Service user John Dane 
told Socialist Worker, “Gamit 
means everything to us— 
‘without the service most 
people wouldn't know where 
to turnto. 

“If Glasgow city council cut 
back on GamH a lot of people 
will look to social workers, but 
they dontt have the resources 
to cope.” 


petition to save the service. 

He called on supporters to 
pressure their councillors and 
ask them what they are doing 
to stop the cuts, 

‘The campaign plans a mass 
lobby outside the council 
committee that is set to decide 
oon the funding in January, 
Sign the petition chn 
e/luvYoc and find out more 

John stid the campaign is, about the campaign on.b. 
pulling in wide support and | me/lteyECh 


Strikers angry at pay scam 


MORE THAN 160 | 
manufacturing workers 

struck for two days | 
last week at speci 

‘component maker 
Trelleborg in Leicester. | 


their annual bonus. 
‘This means they will 

lose an average of £561 0 

year even before inflation 

is taken into account. 
Unite regional officer 

Lakhy Mahal said, 

“The message is we are 

staying firm. We are 

not going to accept that 

insult of an offer.” 


‘The Unite union members 
are angry at a new pay offer. 
Workers would be paid 

just 2p an hour more at 
the same time as losing | 


Walkouts can crack bosses 


AROUND 800 GMB union | 
| 
| 


changes that include the 
suspension of sick pay, 
new absence management 
methods and a shorter 
Christmas break. 

‘The firm wants to use a 
points system, known as 
the Bradford Scale, that 
gives a higher score for staff 
Who take frequent short 
absences. 

Union organiser Steve 
Fegan said, “It's a tool to 
dismiss people quicke 
John Carr 


members at Jacob's Biscuits 
Factory in Aintree, Liverpool, 
began a two-day strike 
last Sunday. 
Workers voted by 
84 percent to hold a series 
of two-day strikes leading up 
to Christmas. 
United Biscuits was 
recently purchased by Vildez. 
Vildezis a holding 
company of the Turkish | 
manufacturer Ulker, the | 
third largest manufacturer of | 
biscuits in the world, | @Messages of support to 
Strikers are angry about | paul.mccarthygmb org.uk 


JIMMY NUBENGAINQUEST 
Mubenga jurors handcuffed 


SIX JURORS at the Jimmy 
Mubenga manslaughter trial 
sat handcuffed last week in 
a mock-up of the aeroplane 
seats where he died 

‘Three former G4S security 
guards are on trial at the 
Old Bailey in London for 
‘manslaughter. 

The Angolan refugee 
died after being restrained 
during a foreed deportation 
on a commercial BA flight at 
Heathrow airport in 2010, 


The three former G4S 
guards who restrained him 
deny manslaughter. 

The jurors were handcuffed 
in turn and pushed forward as 
| they sat in the way he 
Was restrained, 

The public gallery was 
cleared for the demonstration 
and only two journalists were 
allowed to remain, 

One journalist reported 
that one of the jurors 
was rubbing his wrist in. 
apparent discomfort after the 
demonstration, 

The trial continues, 


} 
| 
| 


Get yourreportsand pictures tous by 12noon on Monday 
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March demands ar 
end to fees and cul 


by RAYMIEKIERNAN 


THOUSANDS OF students 
marched on parliament on 
Wednesday of last week to 
demand free education and 
‘oppose cuts, fees and debt. 

Organisers say up to 
10,000 joined the protest. 
The protest was built by 
groups including Student 
Assembly Against Austerity, 
National Campaign Against 
Fees and Cuts, Young Greens 
and the Socialist Worker 
Student Society. 

‘Aaron Kiely is a national 
executive, member of the 
ational Union of Students 
(NUS) and also part of 
Student Assembly Against 
‘Austerity. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“People have come from 
everywhere to be here. 

they've taken the bus 
overnight from Scotland to 
be here, they've come from 
Wales, from ireland and obvi- 
ously loads from London too. 

“The government seems to 
find all the money it wants 
to fund nuclear weapons, 
fund wars and it doesn’t ever 
want to go after tax avoiders 
because they're their mates.” 

Although sections of the 
NUS had backed the march 
many students were angry 
that the national union didn't 

“t's disgusting that our 


/ANTL HOMOPHOBIA 


Anti-abortion group’s 
nasty agenda exposed 


‘THE SOCIETY for the | 


union would pull out from a 
demo to demand free educa 
tion,” said Kulsoom Mall from 
London's Kingston University. 

She told Socialist Worker, 
jucation should be a right 
and not a privilege bur the 
body that voiees our opinion 
doesn’t seem to share that 
idea with us. 


It is aimed at creating an 


Protection of the Unborn environment where children 

Child (Spug failed to hold a understand it is wrong 

meeting in Birmingham on to pick on other people 

Friday of last week. because they are different. 
‘The venue cancelled the W's about making sure all 

meeting once it discovered | children are treated equally 

who had organised it. | and are looked after well. 
‘The anti-choice group | Around 25 people 


called a meeting through its | came to the Birmingham 
‘Safe at School organisation. _meeting—and ten left 


itis trying to whip up a | straight away. 
panic about an anti-bullying Socialist Workers Party 
initiative called Chips. members leafleted people 
Chips aims to tackle and argued against Spuc’s 
homophobic bullying in ies. 
primary schools, | Spuc is more well-known 
According to Spue for campaigning against 
this amounts to “priming abortion rights and a 
children from the age of five woman's right to choose, 
to become sexually active”, | Its “Safe at Schoo!” 


But Chips has nothing —_—_group shows its nasty 
to do with teaching young agenda goes much further. 
children about sex. ‘Sadie Robinson 


STUDENTS MARCH to parliament 


Ni 
0) yp a 


cn 


He explained + 
Worker, “We are h 
darity with our 
friends back how 


“That's a stark contrast to 
everyone here today. 

“There was an international 
element on the demonstra- 
tion too. A large group of 
Mexican students had joined 
march to highlight the 
recent disappearance of 43 
students in Mexico, 

Jonas was with them. 


PANTERACSM 
Luton EDL demo bloc 


SOME 200 amti-racists turned 
‘out to eppose a march by 
the English Defence League 
(EDL) last Saturday 

Around 200 EDI racists had 
hoped to march to the Bury 
Park area of the town, 0 


“The 43 stude 
symbol of the sys 
appearance and m 
is too common in 


socialistworkerca.t 


House, London. Re 
y/ixs64U, 


HOVER 200 camp 

have signed an op 

calling on the Oxfos 
ancel its invitati 


But a joint Unite Against Tommy Kobinson i 
Fascism (UAF) and We are If the event goes 
Luton counter protest blocked Oxford UAF are pla 
them, to protest against 


foriner EDL leader 
jednesday of this 
the signaton 
at oxforduat.org.uk 
the deme: Wednes 


UAE joint secretary Weyman 
Bennett said, “The EDL has 
been isolated politically. But 
it's still always important to 


organise a 
@UAF national conference Sat_| November. 7pm, St 
Zi Feb 2015, TUC Congress | Street, off Cornmar 


FABORTIONRIGHTS. 


for students on e 
Workshops ir 
campaigning ag 
abortion pickets 
how abortion is 
in the media ar 
students and chu 
Judith Orr 


UPTO 100 students attended 
an Abortion Rights student 
conference in central 
London last Saturday. 

Many of the students 
were university women’s 
officers looking to highlight 
the issue of abortion access 


